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Pledge by chiefs to mean no redundancies for staff 

COUNCIL 100 TO 
START NEW JOBS 


By Heather Large 


AROUND 100 workers at 
Sandwell Council face being 
moved to alternative roles 
during the next 12 months as 
part of the latest budget cuts. 

There will be no redundancies fol¬ 
lowing a pledge made by bosses last 
month. 

Staff will instead receive training before 
being redeployed to fill existing vacancies. 

Hundreds of workers have been laid off by 
the council in recent years amid massive cuts 
in funding from central government. 

But in April, council leaders announced a 
‘jobs promise’ and current staff were assured 
their jobs were safe, despite needing to make 
savings of £38 million by 2018. 

Council leader Darren Cooper confirmed 
around 100 staff were expected to be redeployed 
by March 2016. By moving workers to other 
roles, the authority can save cash by not paying 
out redundancy pay and also on advertising 
and job selection processes to fill vacancies. 

Council bosses also hope the ‘jobs promise’ 
will help to improve morale among workers. 

Anticipate 

Councillor Cooper said: “The new promise, 
agreed with unions, comes after years of job 
losses at the council in the face of multi-million 
pounds cuts in cash support from the govern¬ 
ment. At the moment we anticipate having to 
redeploy around 100 employees in 2015/16 as a 
result of reducing budgets.” 

A freeze on recruitment of ‘all but essential’ 
workers is in place for two years. 

The council has spent £6 million on redun¬ 
dancy pay-offs since 2013. 

Around 300 workers were made redundant in 
2014/15. In March it was revealed that an extra 
£16 million of cuts will need to be made by the 
council within the next three years. 

A ‘Facing the Future’ programme was 
launched last year to find £22m of savings and 
this will now be extended to achieve cuts of 
£38m by 2018. Officials had already been forced 
to make around £41m of savings between 2015 
and 2017 after grants to the council from cen¬ 
tral Government were reduced. 

The latest budget has seen the council in¬ 
creasing charges for some services 

Burial fees and charges for some leisure ser¬ 
vices are among those which have increased. 
Other increases include a two per cent rise 
for hiring some halls at West Bromwich Town 
Hall, Wednesbury Town Hall and Smethwick 
Council House. While tickets for Sandwell Park 
Farm has also risen to raise money to cover the 
site’s running costs. 


GROWING INTEREST IN COMPETITION FOR TOWN 



* ^2 

W' \ 


I*« 


I , v 








Judge Deborah Yuill, and volunteers Kate Slade,Chris Gregory, Ann Baldaro and sponsor Becky Smith from Robert Oulsnam get set for the contest 


GARDENERS will be busy digging, pruning 
and planting as they bid to take the top title 
in a contest. We Are Bearwood has launched 
its second Front Gardens Competition and is 
encouraging people to get involved. 

Gardens of all sizes, newly planted or es¬ 
tablished, are all welcome for a chance to win 
cash prizes. The deadline for entries is July 
15 and judging will take place during the first 
two weeks of August. 

Sally Taylor from We Are Bearwood said: 
“We are so glad that we’re bringing the Front 
Gardens Competition back. It’s not just for 


gardening experts, it’s for anyone who wants 
to make their street more attractive. We love 
it when we see paved areas transformed by 
pots of veggies or flowers as much as when we 
see established gardens. 

“This has only been possible thanks to 
sponsorship by Robert Oulsnam & Co estate 
agents for the main prizes, and thanks to 
Webbs Garden Center, TSB Bearwood and 
Birmingham & Black Country Wildlife Trust 
who have all donated special category prizes.” 

Ann Baldaro, who won third prize in the 
last competition, said: “I wanted to volunteer 


to make sure it happens again, because it was 
such a joy last time. I’m no expert gardener, I 
didn’t think I was good enough, but I met so 
many people who would stop and talk while I 
was gardening or who would take a look at the 
garden as they walked the competition trail. 
Everything about it was great - and let’s face 
it, everyone loves the chance to win a prize.” 

To view the entry form, map, and compe¬ 
tition details visit www.wearebearwood.org/ 
blog/front-gardens-competition-2015/. Entry 
forms are also available at Thimblemill Li¬ 
brary and Warley Woods pavilion shop. 


HIGHWAYS 

Traffic measures 
will not be installed 

SPEED-CALMING measures will not be 
installed in a street in West Bromwich - 
despite a campaign backed by dozens 
of residents. Highways bosses said there 
was no evidence to suggest changes were 
needed in Rydding Lane, Hateley Heath. 

A petition signed by more than 40 peo¬ 
ple living in the street said there had been 
a number of crashes and it was believed 
speed humps were the answer. 

But a council investigation found that 
there had been no accidents that caused 
injury in the street during the last five years. 

EMERGENCY 

Fire rips through 
home near pub 

A FIRE ripped through an empty house 
next to a derelict pub - forcing the clo¬ 
sure of a busy road for more than three 
hours. Smoke was seen coming from 
the property next to the former Royal 
Oak pub in Whitehall Road between 
Great Bridge and West Bromwich. 

Twenty firefighters were called to 
dealt with the blaze on Tuesday, which 
caused damage to the two-storey 
empty home. Flames did not spread to 
the former Royal Oak pub which has 
been boarded up. 


FAMILY 

All booked up for 
superheroes day 

TIPTON Library is hosting Superhero Sat¬ 
urday on June 6. Activities will include 
face painting, crafts tables, a themed PS4 
games club and toy store Hanningtons will 
be running a special toy sale. 

The event is the latest in the library’s Sat¬ 
urday fun days and staff say it is for fans of 
all things superhero. 

It will include the chance to have a su¬ 
perhero selfie. Everyone is encouraged to 
nominate their favourite superhero with the 
winner being announced on June 20. 

Marathon runner and fundraiser ‘Blind 
Dave’ Heeley will be opening the event at 
10.30am. For details call 0121 557 1796. 
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PETER RHODES 

The man 
who takes 
a sideways 
ook at life 


EVERY SATURDAY 


NIGEL HAST1L0W 



He always 
tackles the 
hot topics, 
head-on 



Hawthorns pub demolition to start 



The pub, near the Baggies 


IT was one of the most famous pubs in 
the region, opening its doors to genera¬ 
tion after generation of boing-ing Bag¬ 
gies. But now, The Hawthorns is looking 
towards the next chapter in its story - 
becoming a ‘fan zone’. 

Existing wings of the landmark pub, 
opposite West Brom’s ground of the 
same name, have been demolished as 
part of the project. 

And approval has now been granted 
to knock down the Grade Il-listed build¬ 
ing’s ‘west wing’ to make way for the 
fan zone. The new facility will have 
live music, children’s activities, food, 


drink and merchandise stands and a big 
screen linked to the system inside the 
ground. Officials hope to launch it by the 
start of next season. 

It has been inspired by similar pro¬ 
jects across the country including one 
outside Liverpool’s Anfield ground. 
Parts of the pub and the land around 
it, including the current car park, will 
house the new facility. 

Both distinctive side wings to the pub 
have now been taken down as part of 
work to remodel the site. 

Head of facility operations and de¬ 
velopment, Mark Miles, said the club 


wanted to bring back the ‘vibrancy’ to 
the site. He claimed the pub had become 
an eyesore for many years. 

The venue, in Birmingham Road, 
had been home to the West Bromwich 
Albion Supporters Club before it closed 
around six years ago. 

Recently, the supporters club has 
been meeting on matchdays at the Su¬ 
preme Banqueting and Conference Cen¬ 
tre in Roebuck Lane. They used a suite 
inside the stadium for some games last 
season but supporters’ club chairman 
John Homer hopes the new venue will 
help boost membership. 


Homes set for upgrades 
as part of £2im project 

THOUSANDS of council homes 
across Sandwell are being re¬ 
vamped as the next phase of a 
multi-million pound project gets 
under way. 

Sandwell Council will spend £21mil- 
lion upgrading kitchens and bath¬ 
rooms, installing new heating, doors, 
windows and roofs. 

Since the programme began in January 
last year, 2,200 properties have been re¬ 
furbished at a cost of £16.5m. The council 
is now turning its attention to homes in 
West Bromwich, Tipton, Wednesbury and 
Smethwick during the coming months. 

Councillor Steve Eling, deputy leader 
and cabinet member for strategic services, 
said the council was committed to improv¬ 
ing homes as quickly as it can as well as 
building new ones. 

“The council is very proud of the work 
we have undertaken to improve the living 
standards of people across the borough in 
recent years, despite the problems we face 
in a difficult economic situation. 

Conditions 

“We are pleased that so many more fami¬ 
lies have improved facilities and living con¬ 
ditions after work has been completed on 
their homes as we continue to work on re¬ 
furbishing homes to very high standards.” 

“Approximately 2,200 properties have 
been improved and nearly £16.5m spent on 
schemes since the start of Sandwell Coun¬ 
cil’s new Housing Investment Programme, 
in January 2014. 

“Improvement work has been carried 
out across the borough with a range of im¬ 
provements to individual properties.” 

Dozens of new council homes will be 
built in Sandwell as part of a £12.5million 
scheme to meet the growing demand for 
properties across the borough. 

Land earmarked for development in¬ 
cludes the former Bolton Court site in 
Ocker Hill and Tibbington Terrace, both 
in Tipton; Doulton Road, Rowley Regis and 
Kent Close in West Bromwich. A total of 
145 homes will be built. They will include 
36 new council homes, seven at Tibbington 
Terrace and 29 at Kent Close. There will be 
a further 109 homes for private sale across 
the Boulton Court, Tibbington Terrace and 
Doulton Road sites. 


Young artists catch buyers’ eyes 



Durga Kareem, aged nine, seen with her work made from recycled materials at Victoria Park school 


PUPILS’ artwork caught the eye 
of buyers as they opened a Smeth¬ 
wick school’s art gallery. 

Opening at the Victoria Park 
Primary Academy, the gallery 
showcases the pupils’ top creations 
based on the topics they learnt 
about in the classroom. 

Art co-ordinator and year four 
teacher Janet Johnston teamed up 
with design technology coordinator 
Michelle Harrison to put together 
an entire classroom full of work. 

She said: “We got together to 


brainstorm ways that we could de¬ 
velop the children’s artistic skills 
whilst they were still learning. We 
wanted to do something different 
than just drawing and painting so 
we decided to introduce things like 
digital art and got the children cre¬ 
ating pieces on the iPads.” 

Parents were invited to the 
grand opening and staff from the 
Ikon Gallery in Birmingham also 
attended. Miss Johnston added: 
“The staff from Ikon gallery who 
attended were blown away by the 


children’s work. They actually 
wanted to purchase one piece, but 
our pupil wanted to take it home 
with them. 

“I am going to get them to make 
some more work so Ikon can have 
that instead.” 

Next year the school is planning 
to run a fashion show where they 
will be encouraging the pupils to 
get crafty with materials. Miss 
Johnston added: “We will be meet¬ 
ing again to have another brain¬ 
storm about what we can do.” 


26 months 
jail for high 
speed thief 
in Audi TT 

A PROLIFIC crook who led police on 
a high speed chase through the streets 
of Wednesbury in a stolen Audi TT has 
been jailed for 26 months. 

Stefan Mason had been on a ‘drink 
and drugs bender’ when he stole the car 
off the drive of a house in Little Aston 
Road, Aldridge shortly after midnight 
on October 14, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court heard. The 40-year-old was spot¬ 
ted by police a short time later after he 
had filled up with £55 of petrol at Morri¬ 
sons in Holyhead Road, Wednesbury and 
drove off without paying. 

Mr Alexander Barnfield, prosecuting, 
said police began to follow Mason but 
when they signalled for him to stop he 
sped off. Mason reached speeds of up to 
80mph and ran through a red light dur¬ 
ing the two-and-a-half-mile pursuit. 

“On residential road she was doing 
50mph,” Mr Barnfield said. “CCTV 
footage shows the police car vigorously 
bouncing up and down trying to keep up 
with the Audi over speed bumps.” 

At one point Mason steered the car 
down the wrong side of the road and 
onto a dual carriageway where he hit 
speeds of 80mph. Mr Barnfield added 
that the defendant had previous convic¬ 
tions for 96 offences, including matters 
of burglary, car theft and driving while 
disqualified. 

Mason, of Holden Road, Wednes¬ 
bury, admitted aggravated vehicle tak¬ 
ing, driving without insurance, making 
off without payment and driving with 
excess alcohol. As well as jail, he was 
banned from driving for 18 months. 

Good news In 
Ofsted report 

A SCHOOL in Oldbury is celebrating 
having received a ‘good’ Ofsted rating 
for the very first time as an academy. 

In its previous inspection in 2013, 
Ormiston Sandwell Community Acad¬ 
emy, on Lower City Road, Tividale, had 
been judged to require improvement. 

But the school has now been praised, 
receiving a ‘good’ rating for its leader¬ 
ship and management, behaviour and 
safety of pupils, quality of teaching and 
achievement of pupils. The latest report, 
which followed an inspection in April, 
does however state the school’s sixth 
form ‘requires improvement’. 

Martin Spoor, lead inspector, said 
high expectations of students’ behav¬ 
iour and the quality of their work had 
created a climate in which students are 
enthusiastic learners in the classroom. 

Bank to close its 
doors in summer 

A BANK in Blackheath has announced 
it will close its doors on August 12. Boss¬ 
es at Nat West in High Street say it will 
shut after a drop in the number of cus¬ 
tomers. The nearest other branch for 
customers, who have all been sent let¬ 
ters about the plans, is in Oldbury. 
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Capital costs 
forcing out 
families to 
live in region 

DOZENS of families on benefits have 
been relocated by London councils to 
the Black Country because they can¬ 
not afford to stay in the capital. 

The authorities are housing people 
with private landlords in Sandwell, 
Wolverhampton and Walsall and 
blaming the introduction of the 
£26,000 a year benefits cap. 

But council leaders in the West 
Midlands are concerned it is putting 
pressure on scarce resources and 
housing here and claim it vindicated 
their attempt to stop ‘benefits tour¬ 
ism’ despite it being thrown out by 
the courts. 

Two councils in London that re¬ 
sponded to the Express & Star’s in¬ 
quiries revealed they had sent 39 
families to the West Midlands be¬ 
tween them over the past year. 

Newham Council alone sent 25. 
Thirteen of those went to Sandwell, 
nine to Walsall and three to Wolver¬ 
hampton. Brent Council did not break 
down its figures but said it had relo¬ 
cated 14 households since April 2014. 

Sandwell Council was criticised by 
a judge last year after it tried to intro¬ 
duce a residency test that said people 
had to have lived in the borough for at 
least two years to be eligible for sup¬ 
port with council tax. It came after 
other councils withdrew the support 
in the wake of cuts to council tax ben¬ 
efit. 

Council leader Darren Cooper said: 
“Justice Hickinbottom said there was 
no evidence of benefit tourism but 
there is. Our duty is first and foremost 
to the people of Sandwell.” 


Barbara is new 
Sandwell Mayor 

COUNCILLOR Barbara Price, who 
has been a Rowley councillor for 16 
years, is the new Mayor of Sandwell. 
She has chosen Acorns Children’s 
Hospice as her charity. 

Councillor Price, who lives in 
Macmillan Road, Rowley Regis, has 
husband Councillor Robert Price, as 
consort. Councillor Julie Webb is dep¬ 
uty mayor with daughter Nicola as 
consort. The new mayor and deputy 
mayor were invested at a ceremony at 
Sandwell Council House on Tuesday. 

Councillor Price, who represents 
the Rowley ward was deputy mayor 
to Councillor Linda Horton in 2013, 
mayoress to her husband Council¬ 
lor Robert Price in 2008 and dep¬ 
uty mayor in 2001 to former council 
leader Tarsem King. 

Patrols increase 
at yobs hotspot 

POLICE have stepped up patrols in 
Great Bridge following reports of an¬ 
ti-social behaviour. PCSOs have been 
monitoring Eagle Lane where there 
have been complaints about fires be¬ 
ing lit and drug dealing. 


gets obe 

club, said Brendon was deserving of 
the award. 

He said: “Brendon is a consummate 
gentleman and he has worked tire¬ 
lessly since retiring from football for 
the benefit of players in the PFA and 
has done a lot for race relations. 

“It couldn’t happen to a nicer 
bloke.” 

When the announcement was made 
in December, Mr Batson said he was 
humbled to have been recognised. 

He said: “It is a great honour to 
know that somebody thinks the work 
you are doing is worth it.” 

Sainsbuiy's store is 
thrown into doubt 


Equality campaigner Batson 



Brendon Batson with his OBE 


WEST Bromwich Albion legend 
Brendon Batson poses proudly out¬ 
side Buckingham Palace after being 
awarded an OBE. 

The Baggies star was handed the 
honour for services to football and 
has been recognised for his efforts in 
trying to eliminate racism from the 
English game. 

The 62-year-old, who is affection¬ 
ately known as one of the Three De¬ 
grees along with Cyrille Regis and 
the late Laurie Cunningham, helped 
blaze a trail for black footballers in 
the English game during the 1970s. 


Since hanging up his boots Brendon 
has campaigned doggedly for equality 
for black players and coaches. 

Since retiring from the game, he 
has worked with the Professional 
Footballers’ Association (PFA) and 
has also teamed up with the FA in try¬ 
ing to promote equality in the game. 

Consummate 

He received his OBE for services to 
football from Prince William at Buck¬ 
ingham Palace last week. 

Alan Cleverley, who is the secre¬ 
tary of Albion’s official supporters’ 


THE future of a new Sainsbury’s 
supermarket being built in Great 
Barr has been thrown into doubt. 

The supermarket giant has launched 
a review into its building programme 
due to changes in the food market. 

The multi-million pound store was due to 
be built in Old Walsall Road, Hamstead, on 
an old factory site after plans were approved 
two years ago. 

Work to clear the site, which was home to 
the former GKN Driveline car parts factory, 
has already been carried out. 

It had been expected that the store would 
create 200 full and part-time positions and 
420 construction jobs. But now the company 
says changes to the food market have forced 
them to review their proposals for the site. 

They claim more people are using smaller 
convenience stores and there has been an 
increase in the numbers of online shoppers. 

It is unclear at this stage when the review 
will draw to a close. 

Sainsbury’s spokesman Angharad Lynch 
said: “The grocery market has been under¬ 
going significant change over the last year. 

Convenience 

“For example customers are making more 
frequent trips, basket sizes are smaller and 
there has also been an increase in online and 
convenience shopping. To ensure we are re¬ 
sponding to these changes we are carrying 
out a comprehensive review of our develop¬ 
ment programme.” 

The former GKN Driveline factory closed 
in 2009. Bosses at the time said it would cost 
£1.5 million in order to keep the factory up 
to date. 

Plans for the store were then tabled with 
Birmingham City Council and they faced 
strong opposition from some councillors, who 
said the authority would be forfeiting good 
industrial land. 

Sainsbury’s successfully purchased the 
land for the store in January 2014, paving 
the way for the demolition work last sum¬ 
mer. As well as the new two-storey 30,665 sq 
ft supermarket, the plans include a car park 
with 302 spaces, junction adjustments, a new 
roundabout and six industrial buildings. 

The new supermarket was also due to in¬ 
clude a first-floor customer cafe, restaurant 
and customer toilets, a bakery, cash ma- 
chines and around 300 parking spaces. 


Daughter hits out at roses removal 



Diana Woodhouse, who spread the ashes of her father, James Workman, in the rose garden 


A WOMAN has slammed a coun¬ 
cil’s decision to remove rose bed 
memorials, where she spread her 
father’s ashes, from a crematorium 
in the Black Country. 

Sandwell Council is phasing out 
the memorials from Rowley Regis 
Crematorium as part of plans to 
overhaul the site but Diana Wood- 
house is furious with the decision. 

She says the ashes of her father, 
who fought in the Second World 
War, cannot be moved as they were 
sprinkled directly into the soil be¬ 
neath the rose beds 10 years ago. 
The 56-year-old, of Shinwell Cres¬ 
cent, Tividale, said had she known 


there was a possibility the bushes 
could be moved she would not have 
agreed for her father’s ashes to rest 
there. Mrs Woodhouse said: “My 
dad was a paratrooper and fought 
for this country. He has been there 
for 10 years, his ashes are in the 
soil. Now they are probably going 
to build a path over him.” 

The rose bushes are due to be 
removed once families’ leases on 
them have expired. For some peo¬ 
ple that could be up to five years 
but Mrs Woodhouse’s lease is up at 
the end of the month. 

Families affected by the changes 
will be offered plaques in a new 


and improved remembrance gar¬ 
den but Mrs Woodhouse remains 
unimpressed. “What good is that? 
I can’t go there and mourn,” she 
said. “How can it be an improved 
garden when my dad is not there?” 

Her father James Workman lived 
in Tividale and died in 2005 at the 
age of 80. 

Sandwell Council leader Darren 
Cooper said: “We have written to 
families about the rose beds and 
rose nameplate memorials which 
we are gradually phasing out. Fam¬ 
ilies should call our memorial team 
on 0121 569 6700 for help on this 
matter if they have concerns.” 
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Ryanair flights 
added to Dublin 

BUDGET airline Ryanair is increas¬ 
ing flights on its Birmingham to Dub¬ 
lin service from four to six times a day. 

It is in response to rising demand 
from business customers. 

To celebrate the extra business 
flights it has launched a seat sale with 
fares on these routes starting from 
just £9.99 for travel in October and 
November, which are available for 
booking on the Ryanair.com website. 

Ryanair’s head of communications 
Robin Kiely said: “Ryanair is pleased 
to announce extra flights from Bir¬ 
mingham to Dublin.” 

City lord mayor 
takes up office 

BIRMINGHAM’S new Lord Mayor 
has taken up office after the annual 
mayor making ceremony. 

Councillor Raymond Hassall has 
been selected for the role. He has rep¬ 
resented Perry Barr Ward since 1990. 

Councillor Hassall said: “I am re¬ 
ally looking forward to meeting peo¬ 
ple across the city and telling people 
outside Birmingham what a wonderful 
city we have. 

“One of my first duties will be to at¬ 
tend the Lord Mayor’s Show on June 
6 which promises to be lots of fun for 
the whole family.” 

Dealership in 
plan for 20 jobs 

CAR dealership Evans Halshaw has 
announced plans to create at least 20 
new jobs in the Black Country. 

Extra staff will be recruited for the 
firm’s sites in Walsall, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and West Bromwich. 

The jobs boost is part of wider pro¬ 
posals for more than 180 new posi¬ 
tions across its 130 sites. 

Anyone interested in a applying for 
a job can visit www.jobsatpendrag- 
ongroup.co.uk for further informa¬ 
tion. 

Emma goes outdoors 
for latest production 

A BEAUTY spot in the Black Country 
will be the venue for an open air dra¬ 
ma production. 

Jane Austen classic Emma will be 
performed at Warley Woods on July 
30. It will be the fifth year running 
that a play has been staged there. 

Previous productions including 
Pride and Prejudice have been sold 
out. 

Tickets can be bought at the shop at 
the pavilion, on 0121 4292440 or on¬ 
line at www.warleywoods.org.uk. 

Canalside homes 

SIXTY homes will be built as part 
of a new canalside development in 
Tividale after plans were approved. 
Sandwell Council has given the 
scheme earmarked for a site known 
as Rattlesnake Chain open space the 
go-ahead. The development, is situat¬ 
ed alongside the Gower Branch Canal. 
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on all uPVC Windows & Doors 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER % ik 
RHODES jJ „ 

I’M not surprised the Prince of Wales’s 
handshake with Gerry Adams lasted 12 
seconds. I once shook hands with Ad¬ 
ams and it did go on a bit. He has an 
excellent dry, warm, firm handshake and 
his eye-contact, smile, demeanour and 
body-language all say: “Trust me.” I didn’t. 

RESEARCH by Microsoft suggests that 
the average attention span of humans is 
getting shorter. It has fallen from 12 sec¬ 
onds in 2000 to, wow, look at that cloud! 

FIRST cuckoo of the year (at last) but 
there’s a distinct shortage of baby bunnies 
in the fields around Chateau Rhodes. The 
local falconer says it’s because the biggest 
rabbit warren has been taken over by that 
elusive creature, a polecat. I have only ever 
seen one alive and a couple dead at the 
roadside. If you’ve never seen a polecat, 
there’s some excellent BBC footage of 
wildlife cameraman and national treasure 
Simon King filming two at once at http:// 
www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/European_ 
Polecat#p007xt1g 

FROM all the headlines about new Cul¬ 
ture Secretary John Whittingdale taking on 
the BBC, you might assume the future of 
the TV licence can be measured in days - 
well, weeks, maybe? Dream on. No change 
is expected before 2026. Meanwhile, we 
discover the long-awaited inquiry into al¬ 
leged child abuse in the Establishment 
could drag on for eight years and convict¬ 
ed Boston bomber Dzhokhar Tsarnaev’s 
appeal against the death penalty could last 
18 years. If you want a process to go on 
forever, bring on the suits. What we need 
is a thorough, 
international in¬ 
quiry into why 
things take so 
long. It would 
require a chair¬ 
man on a huge 
salary who, be¬ 
fore the inquiry 
starts, is found 
to have loads 
of skeletons in his cupboard and 
has to be replaced. And lawyers on enor¬ 
mous salaries with a vested interest in nev¬ 
er reaching a solution. 

WHEN the new series of Benefits Street 
(C4) was announced, it was condemned 
as “poverty porn.” In fact, it is pure trage¬ 
dy, an unbearably sad tale of wasted lives, 
feckless males and desperate, premature¬ 
ly aged women. Since it was filmed, drug 
dealer Neil Maxwell has been jailed for a 
double stabbing and poor Reagan, Julie 
Young’s profoundly disabled son, has died. 
Yet the title is misleading. The villain of this 
nightmare is not the benefits system but a 
community awash with drugs and terror¬ 
ised by the crime that addiction breeds. If 
you still believe the “war on drugs” can be 
won, watch this and think again. 

JUNE is just around the corner and, so 
far this year, we have had precisely one hot 
day. We spend far too much time worrying 
about global warming when we should be 
demanding it. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Couple celebrate diamond anniversary 


A WALK to a bus stop led to 60 years 
of happy marriage for a couple from 
the Black Country. Ken and Sheila 
Morris, aged 84 and 81, from Great 
Barr, will now mark their diamond 
wedding anniversary by going on a 
cruise next month. 

They met in 1951 at a dance in 
Trinity Wesley football club, in Lang¬ 
ley, and it was love at first sight. 

Mr Morris asked to walk Sheila 
home - but after finding out she lived 
in Walsall he walked her to the bus 
stop instead. They were engaged on 
his 21st birthday in 1952 - the same 
day he received his call up papers 


for National Service. His bride to 
be wrote to him every day while he 
was away in Egypt- even when he 
was caught up in an earthquake in 
Cyprus while on leave in 1953. They 
married on April 2, 1955, at Central 
Hall Methodist church in Walsall 
before hosting their reception at the 
town hall. After arriving back from 
their honeymoon in Paignton, the 
couple settled in Great Barr. 

The couple have two children - 
David and Linda, aged 59 and 56 
respectively - and four grand daugh¬ 
ters and a great grand daughter. 

Mr Morris worked as a pattern 


maker at GKN in Smethwick and 
later as full time union official. He 
also served on industrial tribunals 
for 26 years. Mrs Morris was a short¬ 
hand typist for Refuge Assurance, in 
West Bromwich. 

They enjoyed dancing, taking 
classes and exams in ballroom and 
Latin over the years. 

Ken is a lifelong Baggies supporter 
and played for the club until his Na¬ 
tional Service cut this short - but 
he went on to play amateur football 
including for Oldbury Town for 21 
years. He is chairman of Coseley 
Male Voice Choir. 



Sheila and Ken Morris celebrating 


Drug-dealing gang get 


total of 30 years inside 



Badar Iqbal, aged 23 Balvinder Singh Heer, 47 Hamza Sufi, aged 23 Ringleader Harras Khan, 21 Jabran Chohan, aged 25 



THESE 10 men have begun 
a combined sentence of 30 
years in custody after police 
smashed a major drugs ring 
said to have been polluting 
the streets of Sandwell. 

The gang, who are all friends 
and family, was said to have 
cruised the region in hire cars, 
while residents in areas of 
Sandwell endured their kerbside 
drug dealing. 

Police said one of the phones used 
by the gang received around 22,000 
calls and texts in December 2013 
alone, giving police an indication of 
the scale of the empire. 

Handsworth brothers Zafar and 


Badar Iqbal, from Taverners Green, 
and brothers Usman and Itsham 
Chohan from Westminster Road, 
plus cousin Jabran Chohan from 
Selston Road, Aston, were arrested 
during dawn raids on September 16. 

Two days later detectives moved 
in to apprehend drug runners Salam 
Mohammed, 39, from Foleshill Road, 
Coventry and 47-year-old Balvin¬ 
der Heer from Grestone Avenue in 
Handsworth. 

Ringleader Harras Khan, from 
Crompton Road in Handsworth, 
was on bail at the time of the war¬ 
rants having been arrested on May 
22 from a car that sped away from 
police in West Bromwich. Det Sgt 
Wayne Dudley from West Midland 
Police said: “This group were pol¬ 


luting the streets of Sandwell with 
their drug dealing. Local residents 
reported their concerns to us. And 
from the start of 2013 we routinely 
intercepted members of the gang as 
they cruised the region in hire cars, 
disrupted their activity, and gradu¬ 
ally built up a picture of their drug 
dealing. 

“That culminated with a series of 
coordinated raids and arrests last 
September. I’d like to thank the 
public for the information they pro¬ 
vided and I’d urge anyone else who 
suspects drug dealing in their neigh¬ 
bourhood to follow their lead.” 

Last year’s raids followed com¬ 
plaints by Neighbourhood Watch 
members in West Bromwich, Stone 
Cross and Wednesbury of kerbside 


cash exchanges. At Birmingham 
Crown Court last week, Khan, aged 
21, was jailed for six years; Zafar, 21, 
and 23-year-old Badar Iqbal handed 
27-month and 40-month sentences, 
while Usman, 20, Itsham, 18, and 
25-year-old Jabran Chohan were 
locked up for 30, 36 and 28 months 
respectively. 

Mohammed and Heer were given 
30 and 32-month prison terms, while 
serving Birmingham prisoner Hamza 
Sufi, 23, was jailed for another three 
years and 18-year-old Mujtaba Lodhi 
from Hutton Road, Handsworth, got 
18 months. Itsham and Usman Cho¬ 
han denied being involved but were 
found guilty of conspiracy to supply 
heroin and crack cocaine — the other 
eight men admitted the same offence. 


CCTV move 
to monitor 
motorists 
in bus lanes 

CCTV cameras are to be installed on 
bus lanes in Sandwell to keep an eye 
on drivers breaking the law, under 
new plans. 

In a move costing £44,000, they 
would go up along the A34 Birming¬ 
ham Road in Great Barr and in New 
Street in the centre of West Brom¬ 
wich. Cameras would be put up in two 
locations which are considered to be 
problem hotspots for drivers flouting 
the rules. 

One of them is near Sandwell Col¬ 
lege’s Central Sixth campus and high¬ 
ways chiefs say people using the bus 
lanes are causing the town centre to 
become clogged with traffic at peak 
times. 

Motorists caught driving in a bus 
lane face fines of £60 - which could be 
reduced to £30 or increased to £90 de¬ 
pending on when they were paid. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cab¬ 
inet member for highways and envi¬ 
ronment, said: “There are significant 
road safety and congestion concerns 
brought about with the contravention 
of bus lane traffic regulation orders by 
motorists. This particularly applies to 
the town square in West Bromwich 
alongside the Central Sixth form col¬ 
lege and significant peak time con¬ 
gestion around the bus station on St 
Michaels Street. 

“The main effect is in West Bro¬ 
mwich where peak time congestion 
around the bus station is made con¬ 
siderably worse by the addition of a 
large number of prohibited journeys 
by cars through the bus-only section 
of New Street town square.” 

Call to make the 
most of summer 

A HEADTEACHER of a Black Coun¬ 
try academy has encouraged teenag¬ 
ers to make most of the summer by 
taking part in a national scheme. 

Simon Topper, the headteacher at 
Sandwell Academy, wants as many 
students as possible to be part of the 
National Citizen Service (NCS) sum¬ 
mer challenge. The two-three week 
programme for 15-17-year olds across 
England and Northern Ireland will 
offer fun and discovery at an outdoor 
activity centre, whilst developing 
skills for work and life. 

The programme follows the find¬ 
ings of a National Citizen Service sur¬ 
vey which showed youngsters taking 
part in new holiday activities go on 
to make a positive impact. The NCS 
summer programme is open now, for 
details visit www.ncsthechallenge.org 

Children invited to 
outreach session 

AN outreach service that helps of¬ 
fer opportunities to young people in 
Stourport is inviting children in the 
area to come along to its latest session 
at St Wulstan’s Church Hall in Vale 
Road every Friday between 7pm and 
9pm. 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875219 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 




MANUFA 
uPVC WINDOWS 


CTURERS of 
r C WINDOWS AND DOORS 


through the clouds... Looking 
alter Clients lor 15 years 


Ai^ORDSBBE 

WINDOWS&DOORS 


www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


01902 827879 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL- www.blind-deals.co.uk 































































£ 60 k bill for 
firm after 
chemicals 
discharged 

A COMPANY has been ordered to pay 
more than £60,000 after pumping po¬ 
tentially harmful chemicals into the 
sewer network. 

Arrow Environmental Services in 
West Bromwich has been hit with the 
bill after investigations found gases 
and metals being discharged into 
the sewer were above the prescribed 
limits. Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard, last Wednesday, that the 
amounts of chemicals entering the 
sewer potentially posed a risk to the 
‘natural environment’. 

It is the second time the company 
has appeared in court for the safety 
breach in the space of three years. 

This time around, almost 200 times 
the amount of oil and grease than 
legally permitted was discharged. 
Nearly three times the amount of cop¬ 
per and zinc than allowed also entered 
the sewer. Potentially harmful chemi¬ 
cals phosphorus and monohydric phe¬ 
nols, which Severn Trent Water does 
not allow to be discharged, also went 
into the sewer network. Judge Nich¬ 
olas Webb said company bosses had 
a cavalier attitude towards the issue. 

He acknowledged steps had been 
taken to try and solve the problem but 
said they did not go far enough and 
suggested someone at the firm should 
have smelled the chemical and acted 
sooner. The industrial and residen¬ 
tial cleaning company, which is based 
in Kelvin Way, pleaded guilty to 10 
charges of discharging trade effluent 
between February and October 2014. 

It was fined £47,000 and must also 
pay court costs of £13,700. 


Church set to 
be demolished 

PLANS to demolish a church in Cra- 
dley Heath which was forced to close 
due to a six-figure restoration bill, 
have been approved. 

Sandwell Council has granted con¬ 
sent for St Luke’s Church in High 
Street to be knocked down. It closed 
after almost 170 years of worship last 
October because of escalating repair 
costs, estimated at £750,000. 

The congregation at St Luke’s, in 
High Street, moved their services to 
St John’s Church, in Dudley Wood, 
after the closure. 

The Reverend Alicia Baker said de¬ 
molishing the church was a ‘shame’ 
but said there was little alternative. 

She hoped that the land, including 
the churchyard, would not be lost for 
public use. 

Symphony Hall 
date for Gordon 

VETERAN Canadian singer-song- 
writer Gordon Lightfoot is to per¬ 
form in Birmingham next May. The 
76-year-old, known for his song If I 
Could Read Your Mind will be at Bir¬ 
mingham Symphony Hall. 


Councillor plans picnic to protest 



Councillor Philip Garrett 


A UKIP councillor says he will boy¬ 
cott a celebratory meal in honour of 
Sandwell’s new mayor and instead 
attend a ‘protest picnic’. 

It will be the second year in a row 
councillor Philip Garrett, who repre¬ 
sents the Princes End ward, will shun 
the three-course meal, which costs 
around £2,700 to stage. 

UKIP supporters will gather out¬ 
side the council offices in Oldbury 
while councillors attend the event on 
May 26, to be held after a meeting of 
the authority. 

Councillor Garrett said the meal 


was a ‘smack in the face’ for people 
who had been forced to use foodbanks 
across the borough. 

“The meal makes me very uncom¬ 
fortable,” he said. “In my town of 
Tipton the foodbank has served over 
15,000 people in its existence but 
councillors are to have a three-course 
meal on the taxpayers tab. 

“But it is not enough to say I will 
not go. I did that last year and it has 
clearly had no effect. They are not 
willing to drop it. That is why we are 
saying we will do this protest.” 

Councillor Garrett added his op¬ 


position was not all about money. 
He said what the meal represented, 
while many Sandwell residents are 
struggling financially, was offensive. 

UKIP is in inviting anyone who 
wants to join their protest from 
6.30pm to donate £5 which will be 
used to support the borough’s food- 
banks. 

Darren Cooper, the council’s La¬ 
bour leader, said the protest was 
‘petty’ and nothing more than ‘sour 
grapes’ from UKIP following the par¬ 
ty’s failure to win any seats in this 
month’s local elections. 


Fines top £2k for drivers 
caught by camera car 


MORE than 2,000 fines have been 
dished out to motorists caught 
parking illegally by a ‘camera car’ in 
Sandwell in seven months. 

It has been hitting the streets as part of 
a crackdown on roads around Sandwell’s 
120 schools. 

Fitted with CCTV equipment that automat¬ 
ically clocks number plates, the car captures 
images of vehicles parked illegally, including 
on yellow zig-zag ‘keep clear’ markings outside 
schools. 

A total of 2,011 fines, each £70, have been 
issued between October 13 and May 12. 

Fines are being issued for illegal parking on 
red routes and bus stops. 

Councillor Maria Crompton, cabinet member 
for highways and environment, said: “We’re 
responding to people’s serious concerns about 
road safety, especially outside schools and on 
school routes. Our top priority is protecting 
children’s safety. 

“We know most motorists do take care and 
park legally - but we need to get the message 
through to the minority who don’t. 

“Please - mums, dads, grandparents, carers, 
anyone picking a child up from school - the yel¬ 
low zig-zags are there for a reason.” 

The scheme has cost the council £45,000. 
But bosses have defended the spending saying 
it worth it to reduce illegally parking and boost 
safety around schools. Among the areas that 
have been targeted by the car are streets near 
Q3 Academy in Great Barr, where there have 
been problems with nuisance parking. 

Council leader Darren Cooper has previ¬ 
ously said it was hoped that the presence of the 
camera car itself will also deter motorists from 
parking where they shouldn’t. The council pi¬ 
loted the scheme before launching it fully last 
year. It was then introduced into areas that 
have been hotspots for complaints. 

Bosses said it had been well-received by res¬ 
idents, staff and parents when the vehicle was 
spotted around schools. 

However it was met with scepticism by one 
road safety group based in Smethwick, called 
Keep Crossing, with members arguing that 
they could run an effective scheme using vol¬ 
unteer parents at more schools, for a much 
lower cost. 

The camera that is fitted to the vehicle cost 
around £35,000 and the equipment to operate 
it around £6,000. Annual maintenance of the 
camera and equipment is around £4,000. 


Cat call for finding feline a home 



Joyce Clarke from Wednesbury Animal Sanctuary, who has been trying to rehome Cilia 


THIS young kitten has already 
used up a number of her nine 
lives after being found dumped in 
a cardboard box with her siblings 
when she was just 10-weeks-old. 

Cilia was taken in and nursed 
back to health by Joyce Clarke, an 
animal welfare nurse at Wednes¬ 
bury Cat Sanctuary. 

Mrs Clarke hand-reared the 
black kitten, feeding her every 
three-and-a-half hours. 

The three kittens were found in 


an alleyway behind a row of shops 
in West Bromwich six months ago. 

Sadly one of Cilia’s two siblings 
was already dead when they were 
discovered by a passer-by but the 
other one had a happier ending 
and was rehomed earlier this year. 

“The two were at death’s door, 
they nearly didn’t make it,” Mrs 
Clarke said. “They were very 
weak and I had to get some food 
into them very quickly as soon as 
I got there. I hand-reared them 


and was feeding them around the 
clock until they were old enough 
to feed themselves.” 

The sanctuary is now appealing 
for a new home for Cilia, who was 
named after television star Cilia 
Black. “She’s a very friendly cat 
once she gets to know you,” she 
continued. 

Anyone who would like to pro¬ 
vide a home for Cilia, or any of 
the sanctuary’s other cats, can 
call Mrs Clarke on 0121 5025027. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Event to outline 
future of services 

PATIENTS can find out about future 
plans for NHS services at a public fo¬ 
rum on June 18. 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning 
Group (CCG) is holding a meeting 
aimed at helping to boost people’s 
emotional health and happiness. 

It will take place at Brierley Hill 
Civic Hall from 2.30pm until 4.30pm. 

Dr Steve Mann, clinical executive 
at Dudley CCG, said: “Sometimes 
some of us need a little more help and 
support.” The CCG will later hold its 
annual meeting. To book a place call 
Clare Hamilton on 01384 321764. 

Pumphouse plan 
for new homes 

A FORMER brewery pumphouse in 
Smethwick will be converted into 
homes under new plans. 

The Grade Il-listed pumphouse 
in Cape Hill was part of the former 
Mitchells & Butler brewery. 

The building sold for £64,000 at a 
CPBigwood auction in December. 

Now Sehmi Enterprises Ltd has 
submitted proposals to transform the 
building to Sandwell Council. 

It will be converted to create five 
self-contained apartments over three 
floors. A decision on the planning ap¬ 
plication will be made soon. 

Police officer 
hurt in crash 

A POLICE officer needed treatment 
after a crash involving a patrol car. 
The two-car crash in Great Barr hap¬ 
pened at 8.20pm last Tuesday. 

The officer was taken to Sandwell 
General Hospital as a precaution fol¬ 
lowing the smash on Queslett Road 
near The Deer’s Leap pub. 

West Midlands Ambulance Service 
spokesman Jamie Arrowsmith said: 
“Two officers were travelling in that 
car, one of whom was immobilised as 
a precaution.” 

Motorists warned to 
try other transport 

DRIVERS have been advised to ditch 
the car, and walk to work or use public 
transport to avoid getting caught up 
in traffic caused by roadworks in Bir¬ 
mingham city centre after temporary 
road restrictions came into force. 

The move was part of the £250mil- 
lion redevelopment of Paradise Circus 
in Birmingham city centre. 

The programme is expected to cre¬ 
ate around 12,000 new jobs, as well as 
significantly improve walking, cycling, 
bus and tram routes. 

Swinging time due 

YOUNGSTERS can build dens, swing 
from ropes and learn to start camp¬ 
fires. Warley Woods in Bearwood hosts 
the free session today from 10am to 
2pm. The younger age group is fully 
booked, but there are still spaces for 
over-eights. Call 084 3527853 or email 
traceyjobber@Sandwell.gov.uk 


0GNG NURSERY 


Treble Award Winning Nursery! 

We cater for children aged 3 months to 5 years old. 



What we offer: 

• High Quality Childcare 
A Stimulating Educational Curriculum 

1 Qualified and Experienced Staff 

• Up to 15 hours Free Childcare for 
2, 3 & 4 year olds. 

1 • Brand New Indoor and Outdoor facilities 
1 Healthy and Nutritious vegetarian meals 
1 Regular Informative Parents Meetings 

• Free choice of play and learning activities 

• Safe and Caring surroundings 


Achievements & Awards: 

Business Development 2014 award - by Nursery World 
Day Nursery 2014 award - by Sandwell MBC 
• Outstanding outcome - by Ofsted 
Rated 5* on the Environmental Health Inspection 


‘ 111 ! 



f ■ Address: GNG Nursery Trinity Point, Trinity Street, Smethwick. B67 7AA | Opening hours: Monday-Friday: 8.00am - 6.00pm 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


But where 
does the 
poverty 
ine fall? 

ALMOST a third of people in the UK fell 
below the poverty line at least once be¬ 
tween 2010 and 2013, according to new 
figures from the Office of National Statis¬ 
tics. 

The thing is though, look around you, 
and you don’t see thousands of Oliver 
Twist-type street urchins clamouring for 
food, or old people dressed in rags. 

Which is not really surprising, when 
poverty is these days defined as having 
a disposable income of less than 60 per 
cent of the national average. 

But surely the whole point of averages 
is that some people will come above that 
line, and others will be below it. 

And extending that logic a little further, 
a sure fire way to lift people out of poverty 
would be to reduce the average standard 
of living. 

Now there are undoubtedly some very 
poor people in the world today, children 
suffering from malnutrition, families with¬ 
out clean drinking water, but by and large 
they don’t live in this country. 

And they don’t have mobile phones, 
televisions or a disposable income of any 
kind, let alone one that is 60 per cent of 
the national average. 

The truth is that almost everybody in 
this country is comparatively well-off, and 
we really should be more appreciative of 
what we do have. 

Casual use of terms like ‘poverty’ do 
not just give people a sense of entitle¬ 
ment. They are also a great insult to the 
millions of genuinely poor people around 
the world. 

□□□□□ 

THERE has been a lot of talk recently 
about police cuts. Next month Dudley, 
which is Britain’s second biggest town, 
will be without a police station which is 
open to the public, which is a truly ridicu¬ 
lous state of affairs. 

The message doesn’t seem to have got 
through to police in Wallsend, near New¬ 
castle-upon-Tyne though. 

Last week, the Northumbria force man¬ 
aged to scramble four patrol cars and 
a helicopter as they chased three cows 
which escaped from a dairy farm. One 
of the poor creatures was shot by police 
marksman. 

A bit harsh. I thought in those parts, 
when confronted by large animals, they 
just got Newcastle United fans to punch 
them in the face. 

□□□□□ 

ACCORDING to a new study by boffins 
in Iran, flowers in vases filled with urine 
will last twice as long as those in ordinary 
water. 

Which should make for some wonder¬ 
ful conversations at dinner parties about 
the stunning array of blooms in the mid¬ 
dle of the table. Probably best not to go 
into too much detail about the fertiliser for 
the home-grown potatoes though. 





Jahni Dyer with Tonia Daley-Campbell, both in Lenny’s TV drama 


Jahni Dyer, aged 9, who plays young Danny, in rehearsals 


Sparks fly as the crew films a scene in Thomas Dudley’s foundry 


Lenny visits teenage 
years in new TV show 



Actor and comedian Lenny Henry with young actors from Wolverhampton Tyrique Douglas, Tay- 
lia-May Campbell and Tyrese McKenzie on set for his new drama, Danny And The Human Zoo 


CRAIG HUGHES meets the 
young actors in Lenny Henry’s 
Black Country television drama 
Danny And The Human Zoo 


IT’S Black Country life 40 years ago 
as told by one of the region’s most 
famous sons. 

And the people and places in Lenny 
Henry’s new drama, Danny And The Hu¬ 
man Zoo, will be made flesh and blood by 
young actors from a local drama school. 

Lenny, born and raised in Dudley, said the 
piece is semi-autobiographical and gives a 
glimpse into life as a working-class teenager 
growing up in the 1970s. 

It centres around the character Danny Fea- 
ron, a talented impressionist, and his work¬ 
ing-class Jamaican family, as he rises to fame 
as a stand-up comedian. 

The cast will include Arthur Darvill from 
Broadchurch, One Foot In The Grave actor 
Richard Wilson and Mark Benton from Wa¬ 
terloo Road. 

Speaking of the drama, in which Lenny 
plays Danny’s father Samson, he said: “I can’t 
believe that we’re finally shooting my screen¬ 
play Danny And The Human Zoo! This is a 
fantasy memoir of the first two years of my 
career — my beginnings, working on the zoo, 
working men’s clubs and all that stuff that 
happened to me in the mid-Seventies — but 
crammed into 90 minutes. 

“I think, although it’s not exactly what hap¬ 
pened, we’ll get a strong sense of what it might 
have been like for a young black kid from Dud¬ 
ley to be suddenly hurled into the maelstrom 
of this business we call show.” 

Locations 

Filming has started and includes mem¬ 
bers of the Active Creative Training School 
(ACTS), run by Tonia Daley-Campbell in Wol¬ 
verhampton. 

The youngsters, along with Tonia herself, 
have been filming at locations across the Black 
Country and Birmingham. The 37-year-old 


has been running ACTS from Wolverhampton 
Heritage Centre, on Clifford Street, for two 
years, offering coaching and support for five 
to 18-year-olds interested in acting. 

Tonia, who has four children of her own and 
is also a foster parent to two others, said the 
role meant even more due to Lenny’s involve¬ 
ment. 

Despite the joy of getting the role of Mrs Pat¬ 
terson, the mother of Cherry, who is a friend 
of Danny, she said: “I was more excited the 
kids had got the parts. The exciting thing for 
me about this project is it is Midlands-based, 
it is filmed in the Midlands and by Midlands 


actors. He is an inspiration to up-and-coming 
young people from the Midlands — and the 
Black Country in particular — because it is 
not easy forging a career in the arts.” 

The school runs on Saturday mornings 
between 9.45am and 12.30pm and there are 
plans to expand. 

“They learn acting skills, audition skills, 
they have confidence building,” Tonia said. 
“Whenever they get asked to audition for a 
role they are equipped. Young kids from Wol¬ 
verhampton are getting opportunities that are 
not always easy to come by unless you are in 
London,” she added. 


Jahni Dyer has been given the part of play¬ 
ing a young Danny before the character hits 
his teenage years. The nine-year-old, from 
Wolverhampton, has been learning about act¬ 
ing for two years and met Lenny during film¬ 
ing on several occasions - even getting tips on 
dance moves. 

The pupil at St Judes Academy said: “I was 
amazed because I didn’t think I was going to 
get it. I am excited because I am going to see 
myself on TV. The people I tell think ‘wow’.” 

Jahni said he was pleased to have got the 
role based, particularly as Lenny was involved. 

“He is a big time actor,” he said. “He helped 
me. I am meant to be dancing to My Boy Lol¬ 
lipop. He showed me some different dance 
moves. He is a very nice guy.” 

Taylia-May Campbell, from Fordhouses, 
wasn’t keen on wearing 1970s-style clothing 
after being cast as Danny’s niece Marjory. But 
the 12-year-old, who goes to Aldersley High, 
said being part of filming for the programme is 
one of the best things she has been involved in. 

Screaming 

After finding out she had got the part, she 
said: “I was happy, I was running around the 
house screaming. 

“I didn’t know who Lenny Henry was until 
my mother told me. He is funny, he is really 
nice. 

“I was nervous at first. Then I started to get 
used to being on camera. It is one of the best 
things I have ever done. Sometimes I didn’t 
like putting on the clothes. It was only a dress 
but I am not used to wearing dresses.” 

Tyrese McPherson-McKenzie, 13, of Penn, 
is playing Terrence, the nephew of Danny. 
Tyrese, who attends St Chad’s School, said: 
“I was surprised, I have never been picked for 
anything like that before. I was happy but I 
didn’t expect it. My family are happy for me. 

“I have found it fun in front of the camera. 
The best thing was seeing how it is made, how 
they build the set.” 

Tyrique Douglas, 14, of Pendeford, is per¬ 
forming the role of nephew Albert. 

After being told he was to be part of the pro¬ 
duction the St Edmunds School pupil said: “I 
was excited because I was going to experience 
what it is like on TV. ” 


SPRING 'Is 


Wooden 

Sheds 

FULL TONGUE & GROOVE 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


Buildings 
Asbestos Disposal 
>e Laying Service 




CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 

REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Fitted prices from 

6ft x 4ft £239 
7ft x 5ft £269 
8ft x 6ft £299 


Fitted prices from 

£1499 

Double Garage OOHAA 


Fitted prices from 

7ft x 5ft £575 
8ft x 6ft £685 
8ft x 8ft £745 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 



Fitting service available 

Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 










































Turning Bearwood Clock back on memories 

REGARDING the Bearwood Clock Birmingham Council took charge of was placed near Marks & Spencer in 
which used to stand outside the King’s it, as the brewery which owned the Birmingham. At the inauguration, our 
Head. I can remember as a child King’s Head did not want it, and again speaker overheard a lady in the crowd 
watching horses drinking from the wa- refused it when it was discovered in a remark to a friend that her father had 
ter trough which surrounded it. yard belonging to the council. worked at the firm which made that 

Some years ago a gentleman gave a So the council had it restored to its clock, 
talk to the Bearwood Townswomen’s former glory at the ratepayers’ ex- Our speaker then had an informa- 
Guild of which I am a past chairman, pense. On completion the brewery (I tive conversation with the lady. It will 
about street furniture. think it was Ansells, but I am not sure) be nice to see it back in Bearwood and 

Unfortunately, I have forgotten his then asked for it to be returned to I hope the trough will be filled with col- 
name and, I believe, he has since died, them, but, and rightly so, Birmingham ourful plants, as it was in Birmingham. 

However, he mentioned the Bear- refused, as they had paid to have it re- MRS N T CROSBEE, 
wood Clock and when it was removed stored at considerable expense, and it Sandon Road, Smethwick 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

sandwell.chronicle@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 


Lay off the price of 
licence fee, Rhodes 


Why can’t 
the English 
celebrate? 

OVER the last few months 
my daughter’s school has 
embraced all cultures with 
theme days and charity col¬ 
lections and so on. 

For the Welsh St David’s 
day, teachers stood at the 
school gates buckets in hand 
wearing daffodils asking for 
the kids to make a donation. 

On the Irish St Patrick’s 
day they were there, donned 
in leprechaun hats, sham¬ 
rocks ablaze, this time with 
green buckets, again asking 
for money for some charity. 

So for St George’s day I 
gave my daughter an extra 
few bob to pop into our 
English buckets - alas when 
dropping her off at school 
there were no teachers wait¬ 
ing, no buckets, no flags, 
nothing to celebrate our na¬ 
tional day, in assembly no 
teacher made any reference 
to St George. 

Is my anger based on a 
racial view? Not at all, I 
am merely saddened that 
we, the English, feel less 
inclined to invite others to 
celebrate our day. Is this 
the new England? Ashamed 
to stand tall and say ‘y es I 
am English’ and proud? 

S HARRISON 

West Bromwich 


HAVING seen several let¬ 
ters in your paper recent¬ 
ly and recent remarks by 
Peter Rhodes I feel I must 
write in defence of the BBC 
and the licence fee. 

A television licence costs 
about £12 per month, or 
less than 50p per day - you 
would have a job buying 
a bar of chocolate for that 
these days. 

For that we get some 
great programmes like 
Poldark and Sherlock, pro¬ 
grammes people love like 
EastEnders and Casualty 
and some fantastic docu¬ 
mentaries such as Andrew 
Marr’s History of the World. 

There are many other 
bonuses to the BBC, too 
numerous to name. Com¬ 
mercial stations may make 
some good programmes but 


nearly half the programme 
is adverts. A recent pro¬ 
gramme Safe House, when I 
downloaded it, lost 20 min¬ 
utes over four episodes. 

Companies such as Virgin 
and Sky charge for what is 
mainly American detective 
dramas repeated at least a 
dozen times or more. 

My daughter pays about 
£10 per month for the privi¬ 
lege of Sky Sports. 

So when Rhodes and the 
others go on about the BBC 
let’s start thinking what 
value for money it is com¬ 
pared to the likes of Sky - 
and what happened to the 
gas, electric and water. 

Remember - you don’t 
know what you have till it’s 
gone. 

H CRAMWELL 

Oldbury 


No fine for 
WBA after 
fans invade 

ASTON Villa are fined 
£200,000 for ‘allowing’ 
fans to invade the pitch at 
the end of their cup match 
against West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion. 

WBA have no fine, or any 
other punishment, despite 
their fans’ behaviour rip¬ 
ping out seats and throwing 
them either onto the pitch 
or at Villa supporters. 

Seemingly because they 
were the ‘away’ team and 
‘responsibility’ was thrust 
on the ‘home’ team. The 
Villa supporters ‘invaded’ 
the pitch through ‘silliness 
and exuberance’ at their 
team winning an FA cup 
match. They haven’t had 
much to celebrate this year 
so their behaviour may be 
understandable. 

Blackpool have not yet 
been told what punishment, 
if any, they will get after 
the invasion by their fans 
which caused the last match 
of their season to be aban¬ 
doned. The Football League 
has already ruled that the 
‘score’ at the time of the 
match being abandoned 
would be the ‘result’. Fair 
Play for all? You decide. 

M. GOUGH 

Wombourne 


LARGE DISCOUNTS ON ORDERS PLACED IN MAY 



Over f Q% 

of our orders come from recommendations 


✓ Windows 

✓ Composite Doors 

✓ Porehes 

✓ Patio Doors 

✓ Conservatories 

✓ Window & Door Repairs 

✓ Faseias / Guttering 

✓ Building Work 

✓ Misted-up Units 


p {ACE of 
mind 


ALL INSTALLATIONS PROJECT MANAGED FROM START TO FINISH 


> Window Warehouse Ltd m 


Langley, 

Established over 20 years />i jl 

Telephone: 0121 544 2222 dm 5 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com | Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 


IFENSAI 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat 8am - 1pm 



[NEWBIGGER STORE 
mW OPEN SELLING 
mLD AND DIAMOND 

WSewellery 

INDOORS UP FROM OLD SHOP) 


STILL THE, BEST BUYERS II THE UK 


GOLD 

9ct = £8.60 
14ct = £13.38 
18ct = £17.20 
22ct = £21.02 
Sovereign = £168 


18 Q 


rn 


ALL WATCHES 
WANTED... 
R0LEX, 
OMEGA, 

GOLD, SILVER 
AND POCKET 
WATCHES 


Replace your 
lost diamonds., 
full jewellery 
repair centre 
now available 


SECONDHAND GOLD AND SILVER JEWELLERY NOW ON SALE 

WEDNESBURY (M6 J9) 

17 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

X Find us on Facebook at Bowje 

T www.bowianglesmicllands.co.uk 

PRICES QUOTED ON 26.5.15 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 
REAR OF MECCA BINGO, 
WS10 7LH 


CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 


NO OBLIGATION 

IN HOME PLANNING & DESIGN 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS 

FOR ALL MAY INSTALLATIONS 


FREE TILES 

FOR ALL ORDERS PLACED IN MAY 


Discount Kitchens & Bathrooms 
►Over 50 displays in store 
► Large showroom & free parking 
Free no obligation survey 


BATH TO SHOWER 

CONVERSION 

LIMITED SALE OFFER 

£ 1997.00 

FULLY FITTED 

j Jjj 

. >i 


NEW sliding door option 
EASY clean wall panels 
LUXURY seat option 
SAFETY grab bar option 
INSTALLED IN 2 DAYS* 


Interia are a long 
established,trusted, 
family owned business, 
with over 30 combined 
Years in the industry 


WAREHOUSE SALE NOW ON 

SHOWER DOORS WAS £299 NOW £30.00 
BATHROOM CABINETS WAS £499 NOW £55.00 
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New homes on way as part 
of centre's £20m facelift 


DOZENS of new homes will be built as part of the next phase 
a £20 million transformation of the heart of West Bromwich. 
Offices will also be created during the next stage of the Ur¬ 
ban 180 regeneration project, which is now underway. 

The development sits on the corner of High Street and Bull Street, 
known as the Eastern Gateway site. It is the latest project following in 
the footsteps of the £200m New Square shopping centre and Sandwell 
- Collegers revamp of The Public. 


City’s square 
designs go 
on display 

DESIGNS for a revamp of Centenary 
Square in Birmingham city centre are 
on display. 

A competition, launched by the 
Royal Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA) and the Landscape Institute 
on behalf of Birmingham City Coun¬ 
cil, offered architects and designers 
the chance to transform the square. 

Council chiefs say they want it to 
become a ‘cultural hub and desirable 
space where residents and visitors 
alike can relax and socialise’. 

Five designs were shortlisted from 
nearly 200 entries from around the 
world earlier this year, with the five 
finalists then each given £5,000 to 
develop their initial concepts into de¬ 
tailed proposals. These proposals are 
on public display at the Library of Bir¬ 
mingham from until Saturday. 

The exhibition takes place on the 
third floor and is accessible during 
the library’s opening hours of 11am 
to 5pm. 


The latest phase of work will be the 
construction of three bedroom houses 
and two-bedroom apartments. 

There will also be commercial and 
office space provided as part of the de¬ 
velopment. 

The Accord Group’s executive direc¬ 
tor of regeneration Alan Yates said: 
“This is an important third phase of 
this fantastic award-winning develop¬ 
ment and forms a key part of regen¬ 
erating the town centre area and we 
are delighted to be working in part¬ 
nership with Sandwell Council on the 
next phase of the project. The homes 
are selling well and offer the local com¬ 
munity a new, high quality housing 
option.” 

Director for regeneration and econ¬ 
omy at Sandwell Council, Nick Bubalo, 
said: “Eastern Gateway continues to 
play an important role in delivering 
the council’s regeneration priorities 
for West Bromwich. 

“The new homes that are being 
delivered at Urban 180 will create a 
sustainable and modern living envi¬ 
ronment that will complement the 
work that has recently been completed 
in and around the town centre." 

The first phase of the project saw the 
construction of 63 three and four-bed¬ 
room homes while 34 properties were 
built and finished in October during 
the second stage. 


Pulis sets out on charity rowing challenge 



One of the rowers, Tim Winn from Branston Golf and Country Club in Burton on Trent, with Baggies boss Tony Pulis 


WEST Brom boss Tony Pulis said the 
work of an inspirational hospice is 
helping him cope with a tough 450- 
mile rowing challenge from London 
to Paris. The Baggies head coach set 
off with a group of plucky celebrities, 
sports stars and volunteers on the 
Tower to Tower adventure on Monday 

Pulis is taking part to help raise 
money for a children’s hospice - just a 
day after Baggies ended their Premier 
League season at Arsenal on Sunday. 

The Tower to Tower Rowing Chal¬ 


lenge sees the 24 rowers tackle the 
gruelling 450 nautical mile row over 
seven days. 

The crew will be battling against 
the tidal effects of the Thames and the 
Seine, and conquer a 36-hour Channel 
crossing to reach the Eiffel Tower. It is 
being staged in aid of the Donna Lou¬ 
ise Hospice, which Pulis discovered 
during his time as Stoke City manager. 

Rowers arrived at Tower Bridge at 
St Catherine’s Docks shortly before 
they set off at 8am - with crew mem¬ 


bers each completing stints of around 
two hours each. 

Pulis will be among those taking his 
place in one of the two rowing boats 
being accompanied down the River 
Thames by support crews. 

On his boat he was joined by come¬ 
dians Nick Hancock and Hugh Den¬ 
nis, former Stoke City midfielder Rory 
Delap and his wife Helen. The 57-year- 
old grandfather said: “We have a good 
team with us. Everyone is supporting 
each other.” 


Jobs advice 
on offer for 
youngsters 

FREE drop-in jobs and advice ses¬ 
sions for young people in Wednesbury 
and Tipton have been set up. 

Personal advisers from Sandwell 
Connexions will be on hand to talk 
about apprenticeships and employ¬ 
ment and provide support with CVs 
and interviews. Sessions are targeted 
at people aged 15 to 19, and up to 25 
for people with learning difficulties. 

Sessions are at Wednesbury Town 
Hall, in Holyhead Road, every Thurs¬ 
day from llam-2pm. 

In Tipton, personal advisers will 
be atGlebefields Library, St Mark’s 
Road, one Friday every four weeks, 
from lpm-3pm, starting on June 12. 
They will also be at Tipton Library, 
Unity Walk, one Wednesday every 
four weeks from lpm-4pm, starting 
on June 17 and Great Bridge Library, 
Sheepwash Lane, one Wednesday 
every four weeks from lpm-4pm from 
June 24. 

Outreach venues are due to be 
rolled out into West Bromwich, 
Smethwick and Rowley Regis in the 
coming weeks. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s services, said: 
“This is an excellent service for the 
many young people who are looking 
for jobs in Sandwell and I would urge 
people to get along and get advice on 
what is available.” 

Blaze factory to be 
demolished soon 

A PLASTICS factory in Oldbury 
which was destroyed when a huge fire 
ripped through it is expected to be de¬ 
molished at the start of next month. 

Roger Davies, operations manager 
at Teknor Apex, said final prepara¬ 
tions were being made for the ruins of 
the Tat Bank Road factory to be bull¬ 
dozed. The majority of the 50-strong 
workforce remain on home leave al¬ 
most a month after the blaze. 





ULTIMATE^ 

Mm 


Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


ItHStaji 

fretful] 


Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries, 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


MASSIVE MSCOUNTS AVAILABLE 
s ON JUNE INSTALLATIONS 

^ Every window and conservatory is custom made 


RYDALE 


30 years 




Long Lane, Blackheatli, 
Halesowen S62 9LS 


Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm 


to the most rigorous quality standards you 
will find in the industry 

No other company in the 
area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have been in 
business for 

more than ~ .. . n 

Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
Midlands 


^ No deposits c 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 
installation has 




Visit one oi 
the largest 


conservatory 
and window 
shrowrooms 
in the 
/ 






















































when will we see them again? At hall 



The Three Degrees, due to perform at Wednesbury Town Hall - Helen Scott, Valerie Holiday and Freddie Pool 


THE Three Degrees are coming to a stage in the Black 
Country in July. The famous singing group, known around 
the world for their hit songs, will be performing at Wednes¬ 
bury Town Hall. 

Fifteen women have been members of the popular Amer¬ 
ican group since it was formed inl963 in Philadelphia. 

The current The Three Degrees are Helen Scott, Valerie 
Holiday, who have both members since the late 1960s and 


Freddie Pool, who joined in 2011. Their tour of the UK 
will see them perform classics including Dirty OF Man and 
Take Good Care Of Yourself. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan , who represents Wednesbury 
North ward, said it was a coup for the the town hall to at¬ 
tract The Three Degrees. 

Tickets cost £20 and are available from the box office on 
0121 556 4914. 


Erim's Kilimanjaro 


A STUDENT will be scaling the dizzy 
heights of Mount Kilimanjaro to raise money 
for Meningitis Research Foundation (MRF). 

Erim Khan, from Tipton, is hoping to 
generate £2,990 for the charity by complet¬ 
ing the six-day challenge in September. The 
trek is being run by Choose a Challenge who 
create tailor-made adventures for students. 

The 20-year-old, Erim who is currently 
studying mathematics at Kent University 
said: “When I started to raise money for 
MRF my friends and family shared their 
personal experiences about this devastating 
disease - this not only inspired me to raise 
money, but also to continue to raise even 
after I reach my target. 


“With the MenB vaccine now available for 
babies you can see the great work MRF have 
achieved and I feel proud to be a part of this 
team.” Tom DeFraine, events fundraising 
assistant at MRF, said “We are so grateful 
to Erim for agreeing to climb Kilimanjaro in 
aid of MRF. 

“Meningitis and septicaemia are diseases 
that can leave a baby, child or adult fighting 
for their life within hours of the first symp¬ 
toms. As well as having the adventure of a 
lifetime they will be raising much-needed 
funds and awareness of this devastating 
disease.” Anyone wanting to sponsor Erim 
can visit her online fundraising page - www. 
justgiving.com/Erimiska/ 



Erim Khan from Tipton 


ComfyDents 


Beautiful and comfortable dentures 


• Complimentary consultation with a 
dental professional 

• Professional, friendly, experienced team 

• Mouth cancer screening 

• Full and part dentures 

• Implant stabilised dentures 

• High impact acrylic and chrome 
dentures 

• Flexible dentures 


• New (non invasive) Ultra Suction® 
System for full dentures 

• Soft linings and copy dentures 

• All work guaranteed 


JL Wheel chair friendly and 
O* ground floor surgeries 


Interest Free Finance Available* 


The home of beautiful and comfortable dentures 

SINCE 1984 



84 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B71 3HN 

0121588 4541 www.confidence2smile.co.uk 

Cut out this offer and bring it along to claim 15% discount* 

Conditions Apply* r ^ 



At BTF Cleaning we specialise in cleaning, repairing, recolouring & sealing 

driveways & patios. 

Our expert knowledge and experience brings back to life the most dull & worn of 

driveways & patios. 

We also specialise in cleaning all uPVC conservatories, gutters, fascias & soffits. 


> 

> 



www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 


Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 
West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 
Mob: 07979 211302 * ■ 


OAKLEY GARDENS 


Extra Care Housing Information Day 

Thursday 4 June 2015, 11 am - 4pm 



Housing & Care 21 welcomes you to 
Oakley Gardens for an Information Day. 
If you are age 55 and over, come along 
and learn more about what is available 
to rent. You can view the building pi 
and an apartment; also learn about 
on-site care and health services. 


Oakley Gardens has 81 modern 
self contained apartments. All the 
apartments have level access showers 
and fully fitted kitchens. Communal 
facilities include a resident’s lounge, 
restaurant, hair salon, laundry room, 
lifts on each floor and mobility scooter 
store room. 

For more information about 
the Information Day or to make an 
alternative appointment call Nadine 
McCann on 0370 192 4633 


Oakley Gardens, 

Dial Lane, West Bromwich, 
Sandwell, B70 0EH. 

Access via Ebenezer Street only. 


housing<&care21 


housingandcare21 .co.uk 
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"Getting to 
know them 
in King And I 



Sarah Rose and Richard Cope 


AUDIENCES will experience a taste 
of the Orient when a colourful new 
production comes to the Black Coun¬ 
try stage. Quarry Bank Musical Thea¬ 
tre Society will be transporting people 
to Thailand when they stage Rodgers 
and Hammerstein’s The King And I 
next month. 

It will be the second time the group 
has performed at Brierley Hill Civic 
Hall following on from the success of 
its production of The Sound of Music 
last year. 

The King And I is a love story set in 
1860s Thailand as Anna, an English 
teacher, enters the court of the King 
of Siam filled with exotic characters 
and political and romantic intrigue. 

The King of Siam is being played by 
Richard Cope while the role of Anna 
is being played by Sarah Rose. This 
year’s show is the first to be directed 
by Steve Fletcher, who is also the soci¬ 
ety’s chairman with music under the 
direction of Richard Ganner. 

Society members are collaborating, 
for the first time, with Sheryl’s Dance 
Academy - an award-winning dance 
school based in Cradley Heath. They 
will be providing the dancers for the 
ballet scene and throughout the show. 

Quarry Bank Musical Theatre So¬ 
ciety’s production of The King and I 
plays from June 2 until June 6 with 
7.30pm shows and a 2.15pm matinee 
on the Saturday. Tickets are available 
through the Box Office by visiting the 
website www.qbmts.org.uk or by call¬ 
ing 07913884208. 


Coventry get on board for 
combined councils move 


MOVES to create a West Midlands Combined Authority join¬ 
ing Birmingham with the Black Country have been boosted 
after Coventry’s councillors said they would sign up too. 

It means the combined authority would be the largest in the coun¬ 
try and the only one to have three cities - Birmingham, Coventry and 
Wolverhampton. The authority would be given devolved powers from 
Whitehall on areas like transport, skills and regeneration. 
- Sandwell, Walsall and Dudley are all 


Margot cause 
fundraiser is 
a big success 

HUNDREDS of pounds has been 
raised and more than 30 people have 
signed up to be stem cell donors after 
a family fun event. 

Organised by Sarah Bagnall and 
Claire Bull, of Team Margot Wednes- 
bury, more than 300 people attended 
the Delete Blood Cancer UK family 
fun day at The Croft pub on Saturday. 

The Team Margot Foundation was 
set up in memory of two-year-old 
Margot Martini who died last year 
after a year-long battle with two rare 
forms of blood cancer. Ms Bull, aged 
44, of Great Barr, said the event had 
been ‘absolutely fantastic’, with £726 
raised and 32 new registrations from 
people wanting to become stem cell 
donors. 

The foundation is holding another 
fundraising event this Sunday with 
Wednesbury Athletic playing Wolves 
All Stars, at 3pm at Wolverhampton 
Sporting CFC in Hazel Road, Great 
Wyrley, with former Wolves players 
including Jody Craddock set to play. 


signed up too. 

Sandwell Council’s leader Darren 
Cooper, who has been leading the 
Black Country’s negotiations on the 
deal, said it would also put to bed 
any suggestion of the authority being 
called Greater Birmingham. 

He said: “With three cities there’s 
no way anyone would now accept it 
being a Greater Birmingham. What 
this gives us is fantastic bargaining 
power. We are much stronger together 
and we can pool our resources to get 
the best possible deal from the Gov¬ 
ernment. Greater Manchester has 
taken the lead already. We can’t afford 
to be left behind.” 

Chancellor George Osborne wants 
the authority to have an elected re¬ 
gion-wide ‘metro mayor’. 

However David Cameron said last 
week that there is no ‘one size fits 
all’ arrangement and that the door 
was open to councils to come up with 
their own. It is expected that Solihull 
will also join the authority while an 
approach has been made to district 
councils in Warwickshire. 

Greg Lowson, president of Birming¬ 
ham Chamber, said: “This is an im¬ 
portant milestone. Businesses in the 
region will fully support this move, not 
least because the Chancellor has made 
it clear that only combined authorities 
will be given increased powers, includ¬ 
ing those relating to economic develop¬ 
ment, transport and skills.” 


Sisters lop off their locks for charity 



Maddi and Indi Lane of Manorford Avenue. West Bromwich, who both had their hair cut for the Little Princess Trust 


TWO big-hearted Sandwell schoolgirls 
have said goodbye to their long locks 
and braved the chop all in the name 
of charity. 

Sisters Indi, and Maddi Lane, aged 
14 and 10 respectively had a com¬ 
bined total of 24inches of hair cut off 
to donate to the Little Princess Trust, 
which will make it into wigs for young 
cancer sufferers. 

The were inspired to donate their 
hair after a family friend, six-year-old 
Kaci Coleman, was diagnosed with 
a Wilms’ tumour, a form of kidney 


cancer. The girls’ hair was plaited be¬ 
fore being snipped off just below the 
shoulder. Their mother, Kim, 39 said: 
“I didn’t want them to do it at first. 
They have always had really long hair 
so I could not picture them with it any 
shorter. 

“When they first came to me and 
said what they wanted to do I was so 
shocked. They are such kind-hearted 
girls and I really am proud of them for 
what they have done.” 

Indi who attends Wodensborough 
Ormiston Academy, went first, with 


Maddi who attends Pennyhill Primary 
with Kaci following. 

Kim added: “They really love their 
new hair and I think they are intend¬ 
ing to keep it that length for a while.” 

Kim added: “Kaci was born with 
Beckwith-Wiedemann Sydrome and 
was diagnosed with Wilms’ tumour 
last year. She is just finishing off her 
chemotherapy but luckily she has not 
lost any of her beautiful hair. Through 
sponsorship money the girls have 
raised £350 so far, the price it costs for 
the Princess Trust to make a wig. 



VAUXHALL ADAM 1SW£$ &A. 


ADAM SLAM 1.2i ONLY £149 PER MONTH OVER 
23 MONTHS WITH £2,682 ADVANCE RENTAL 

1 YEAR'S INSURANCE* FREE 21-75 YRS, ONLY £9918-20 YRS 


Dudley Motor Company 

Trindle Road 
West Midlands 
DY27AY 

01384 454100 
www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


Halesowen Vauxhall 

Dudley Road 
West Midlands 
B63 3NH 

0121462 2916 

www.halesowenmotorhouse.co.uk 


T Wall Kingswinford 

High Street 
West Midlands 
DY6 8XB 

01384 288 333 
www.twallvauxhall.co.uk 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). ADAM SLAM 1.2i 
115PS Direct Injection Turbo: Urban: 44.8 (6.3), Extra-urban: 64.2 (4.4), Combined: 55.4 (5.1). C0 2 emissions: 119g/km. 

Personal contract hire offer on ADAM SLAM 1.2i in Greenspotting metallic paint with White My Fire roof colour pack, subject to availability and status. Age 18+ only. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £2,682, then 23 monthly rentals of £149. Excess miles over contracted mileage of 16,000 over 
24 months charged at6.53ppm. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear & Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned to Vauxhall Leasing. Package includes Road Fund Licence and Vauxhall Assistance. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. 
Prices and details are subject to change without notice. For full specification and Ts&Cs contact your local Retailer. You will not own the car. ALD Automotive Ltd., trading as Vauxhall Leasing, BS163JA. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. % First year insurance offer available on ADAM SLAM only. All drivers must 
have held a valid full UK licence for a minimum of 1 year. All policies are underwritten byAgeas Insurance Ltd. Other insurance specific Ts&Cs apply. Drivers aged 18-20 will make a contribution of £99 to their premium and must agree to the fitting of a telematics box to the car: every 3 months, your policy will be reviewed and if you drive well, 
we will return part of this to you. The policy may be cancelled for consistently poor driving. Only available through ingenie. The offer will cover the full premium for drivers aged between 21-75 (motor policy only). Only available through Vauxhall Insurance. Offers available on orders or registrations between 11 May and 1 July 2015. #MPG figures 
are official test data and may not reflect real driving results. Correct at time of going to press. 


















Changing face of local 
politics in the offing 


THE Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire will lose two MPs if 
major reforms of constituen¬ 
cy boundaries are taken back 
off the shelf. 

Labour believes the new major¬ 
ity Tory government will try to 
resurrect its plans to cut 50 MPs 
and revise boundaries of constit¬ 
uencies. 

The review, carried out by the in¬ 
dependent Boundary Commission, 
was shelved under the coalition gov¬ 
ernment when the Liberal Democrats 
withdrew their support for it. 

Under the changes, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton North East would be carved up 
between the two remaining Wolver¬ 
hampton constituencies and one of 
the Walsall seats. The effect would 
have meant one of the three Labour 
MPs representing the city would have 
been lost. The north east seat is held 
by Emma Reynolds, who has just be¬ 
come Labour’s shadow local govern¬ 
ment secretary. 

Sandwell, which returned Labour 
MPs in all three of its seats, would lose 
one of them under the changes. West 
Bromwich East and West Bromwich 
West would be merged to form a new 
Wednesbury constituency, potentially 
pitting MPs Tom Watson and Adrian 
Bailey against one another. 

Mr Watson is currently running a 
campaign to become Labour’s deputy 
leader. Some parts of West Bromwich 
West would be merged with the cur¬ 
rent Dudley North, held by Labour’s 
Ian Austin. 

Stone in Staffordshire, held by Tory 
Sir Bill Cash, is rock solidly Con¬ 
servative. It is to go into a new West 
Staffordshire seat, along with part of 
Stafford and Staffordshire Moorlands. 
But the new seat would also contains a 
large chunk of Labour-held Stoke-on- 



Wolverhampton MP Emma Reynolds 

Trent South. Other Staffordshire seats 
such as South Staffs, Lichfield, Can¬ 
nock Chase and Stafford would have 
a few minor changes. But it means the 
incumbent Conservative MPs would 
be fighting the next election on largely 
the same turf as the recent election, 
when they all increased majorities. 

Warley would become a new Smeth¬ 
wick constituency and take on parts of 
West Bromwich. 

Halesowen and Rowley Regis will 
stay a constituency in its own right. 
It was a key battleground of the elec- 


Changes? Labour MP Ian Austin 

tion but the Tories held on with an in¬ 
creased majority for MP James Morris. 

An analysis by the Electoral calculus 
website suggested the Conservative 
majority would have been much larger 
had the boundary changes taken effect 
in 2013 as was originally planned. 

The Tories would have won 314 
seats out of 600, as opposed to 331 out 
of 650. 

That would have given them 52.3 
per cent of the Commons, rather than 
50.9 per cent as they won on May 7 
with the present system. 
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WHIN 1HIYTII G0NE...THEWE GONE! 


ALL ITEMS IN STOCK AND 
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY. 
A SMALL DEPOSIT WILL 
SECURE YOUR ORDER. 


Chianti Corner Unit 

Extra large brown Italian hide twin reclining action 


Nicky 3 seater + 2 seater in cream leather 

mca 


m / u 


Vicenza Fabric Corner Unit with pull out sofa bed action 



Attractive Wing Chairs 

in assorted fabrics. 

All stock colours 


X£199 



] Lexus Divan Set 

I 1280 encapsulated pocket sprung 
interior with reflex foam surround with 
I heavy memory foam topper - double 
I divan set with deep crystal button 
headboard. 



100's OF STOCK BEDS, WARDROBES, 
CHESTS & BEDSIDES IN STUNNING 
QUALITY HIGH GLOSS WHITE, 
BEECH & OAK LAMINATE FINISHES 

OFF 



Daisy single metal bedframe 

in white enamel finish complete 
with Epsom 
sprung 
mattress with 
luxury fillings 
was £199 

X£99 



Omego plate Marble 
glass table table 
& 4 faux complete 
leather chairs with 4 high 
in black, back chairs 
was £299 was £1629 

X£149 X£799 



Double also I 
available | 

was £299 inc. mattress 

Palermo heavy antique finish 
pine kiddies starter bed frame 
& quality 
airsprung 
quilted 
mattress. 


HUNDREDS OF 
MATTRESSES 
TO TAKE AWAY 



X 

X 

X 


Singles 
from £19 
Doubles 
from £39 
Kingsize 
from £49 


£1,000,000 WORTH OF SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE STOCK DRASTICALLY REDUCED IN PRICE 


B F C 


I FURNITURE FACTORY I 

OUTLET STORE I 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 

UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, IOAM-6P 

CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, DUDLEY DY4 7RG Sunday ioa> 

~TEL: 012 1 557 6885 BE] 



Sandweii serco 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/bingo 




IS 

R 


1 

Windows & Conservatories 


fill 


l 



gg(£0 


& 


RING NOW 0121 552 9777 
FREEPHONE 0800 007 531? 


Conservatories Open 7 days a week Mon - Fri 8am - 6pm Sat & Sun 10am - 4pm I 

FACTORY & SHOWROOM - ROOD END ROAD, OLDBURY, B68 8SF L, 

www.hispecwindows.co.uk hispec-sales@outlook.com 



'Terms & Conditions Apply All major credit cards accepted 
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Hyundai Birmingham West 

Hagley Road West, Birmingham. B67 5EZ 

www.hyundaibirmingham.co.uk 

0121 434 6400 


^ Follow Us: Facebook.com/hyundaibirminghamwest 


All aboard for messing 
about on canal water 


GET THAT CLEAN 
MOUNTAIN AIR FRESHNESS 



All Popular Makes Serviced From £99 
Half Price MOT 


DOZENS of canalboats de¬ 
scended onto Black Country 
waters for a yearly get to¬ 
gether. 

The collection of narrowboats 
and their owners came together 
at Titford Pumphouse in Oldbury 
for the annual Birmingham Canal 
Navigations Rally. 

The two-day event was attended by 
around 100 people from all over the 
Midlands who made the journey by 
boat, as well as members of the public 
from the surrounding area. 

It gave people a chance to see a large 
number of historic canal boats all in 
one place, while the boaters them¬ 
selves were treated to live music and a 
real ale bar to keep them entertained. 

Organiser Martin O’Keefe, presi¬ 
dent of the Birmingham Canal Navi¬ 
gations Society, said: “This rally was 
probably the most successful we have 
had. It is always great for us to see 
people coming out to look at the boats 
and socialising. It is also fantastic to 
see the boats coming in from all over 
the region. We had 56 in total so that 
means well over a hundred people 
stayed for the weekend.” 

The Birmingham Canal Navigations 
Society aims to conserve and improve 
the 100-mile network of the Birming¬ 
ham and Black Country Waterways 
network. It was formed in 1968 and 
in the early days it fought campaigns 
against the closure of many canals. 

Today, the emphasis is on canal 
restoration and promoting awareness 
of the importance of maintaining the 
region’s waterways. 

The society has its headquarters at 
the Titford Pumphouse, which sits at 
511 ft above sea level and is the high¬ 
est part of the Birmingham and Black 
Country Waterways network. Mr 
O’Keefe said: “Events like this help 
keep people interested in canals and 
the history that they have.” 



Joe Hollingshead and dog Holly Canal fun at the Titford Pumphouse 


Tasty treats for chain of event 


FAMILIES are being urged to take 
their favourite food along to a festival 
celebrating women chainmakers in 
the Black Country. The event in Crad- 
ley Heath High Street on July 12 is be¬ 
ing dubbed a ‘picnic with a purpose’. 

Louise Blakeway, secretary of or¬ 
ganisers Cradley Heath Creative, said: 
“We are giving people plenty of notice. 


We want people to share their favour¬ 
ite food with anyone who comes along, 
and to tell us why they love it so much. 

“We’ll provide the eating gear - 
spoons, plates and serviettes.” 

There will also be activities for 
youngsters including drawing and coi¬ 
laging their favourite food. The event 
runs from 11am to 5pm. 
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Mayor issue is a 
stumbling block 


DANIEL 

WAINWRIGHT 


AS a name, West Midlands 
Combined Authority is prob¬ 
ably the most sterile, dull 
and insipid term it’s possible 
to come up with. But it is, at 
least, not the dreaded Great¬ 
er Birmingham. 

With the Tories pushing for¬ 
ward on their devolution plans 
the race is on to make sure the 
West Midlands does not fall be¬ 
hind Greater Manchester and the 
emerging ‘northern powerhouse’ 
for funding and powers. 

A few months ago council leaders 
were at pains to stress there would no 
more bureaucracy and no new tiers of 
politicians claiming allowances or sal¬ 
aries at our expense. 

Chancellor George Osborne, how¬ 
ever, wants an elected mayor to tie it 
all together. 

Essential 

It is a perfectly reasonable wish. 
After all, there will be a heck of a lot of 
power - transport, regeneration, skills 
and possibly health - concentrated in 
the hands of this authority and some 
democratic accountability is going to 
be essential in order to hold its feet to 
the fire and stop one area benefiting 
at the expense of others. 

The problem for the Chancellor is 
Birmingham and Coventry already 
voted against having a mayor for their 
respective cities when they were each 
given a referendum. 

Imposing one without going back to 
the people, even though it is markedly 



George Osborne - keen for mayor 

different to what they were voting on 
before, would not go down well. 

David Cameron, meanwhile, seems 
more relaxed about the mayor idea 
and says one size does not fit all. 

This might give the council leaders 
of the Black Country, Birmingham, 
Coventry and Solihull -if they sign on 
the dotted line - a little wriggle room. 
But the more options they have on the 
table the longer it is likely to take to 
come to an agreement. 

And time is of the essence when 
regions of the country are effectively 
competing against each other for 
scarce resources and funding. 

As to what to call the authority 
Greater Birmingham rolls off the 
tongue. Most people, particularly po¬ 
tential investors, could point to the 
area on a map. Except as a name it 
ends up doing everything the Black 
Country has always resisted - rolling 
it out to the second city. The com- 



David Cameron - more relaxed 


bined authority would contain no 
fewer than three cities - Birmingham, 
Wolverhampton and Coventry. That 
at least should give some weight to 
the argument that Greater Birming¬ 
ham should be binned. 

There is still the issue of an entity 
already having that name, specifically 
the Greater Birmingham and Solihull 
Local Enterprise Partnership.This 
would come under the combined au¬ 
thority too. So we’d have an entity 
that isn’t called Greater Birmingham, 
presiding over one that is. 

The GBSLEP also represents areas 
that would not have anything to do 
with the combined authority too. 
Wyre Forest, Cannock Chase, and Li¬ 
chfield are all in it. But none of their 
councils are signed up. 

Finally the question remains over 
what happens to the elected police 
and crime commissioner’s job or the 
West Midlands Fire and Rescue. 


Want to use your conservatory 
all year round? 

Too HOT in 
summer? 

Too SOLD in 
winter? 




Replace your existing roof with a 
Supalite Roof System lightweight 
replacement for your 
conservatory roof 

• Choice of tiles and colours 

• Save energy, conserve ^ 

SupaLjftbl 

■ ilt© 


SUPALITE MIDLANDS LTD have the solution 



Planning PeJiM/uSSiou ne.e.d-e.d-1 


0121 552 0100 / 0800 0075313 

www.supalitemidlands.com / 
sales@supalitemidlands.com 


You can help him, 
whatever he’s 
going through. 
And we’ll help you. 

When you take a 
foster child into 
your family, we’ll 
take you into ours. 

Believe in 
children 
Barnardo’s 

Change a life at 
barnardos. co.uk/fostering 
Or contact Tracey Call 
01384 458585 or email 
tracey.coleman@ barnardos.org.uk 

Barnardo’s Registered Charity Nos 
216250 and SC037605. 

Our next information event is on Monday, 
1st June 7pm to 9pm at Trinity Road, 
Dudley DY1 1JB 



' - 

Bearwood Landscape 
Gardening Services -3^ 


• Fencing « Turfing 
• Decking Driveways 
Special Rates OAP 


0121 454 5679 
07507 070784 

S____ 





dimming World 

Join a warm and friendly group near you today... 




MONDAY 

*OPEN BANK HOLIDAY MONDAYS* 
TIPTON 

Allens Sports and Social Club 
Newall Street, @ 9.00am, 11.00am, 
5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Lorretta 07968 656634 
GREETS GREEN 
St Peter’s Church Hall, 

Whitehall Lane 
@ 5.30pm and 7:30pm 
Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
OLDBURY 

St James C of E Church, 

Shelsley Avenue, @ 7.00pm 
Contact Lorraine 07807 355812 
OLDBURY 
Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End 

@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

TUESDAY 

OLDBURY 

Church on the Rock, 

Warley Road, Rood End @ 9.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 
WEST BROMWICH 
West Bromwich Community Centre, 
Gayton Road, @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Jodie 07886 426429 
WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Leisure Centre, 
Moor Street, @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 
****NEW CONSULTANT FROM 
2ND JUNE 2015**** 

WEDNESBURY 

Woods Methodist Church 
Coronation Road, Woods Estate, 

@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Karen 07547 515345 


free cookbook 

worth £3.95 

when you buy a 12-week 
Countdown course 


24th May to 13th June 2015 


TIPTON 

Tipton Christian Church 
Waterloo Street, 5.00pm and 
7.00pm 

Contact Lisa 07514 607650 

OLDBURY 

Sainsbury’s, Freeth Street, 

@ 6.00pm & 7.15pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

OLDBURY 

Warley Baptist Church, 

Castle Road East, @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Jane 07870 421423 

DARLAST0N 

Darlaston Sports & Social Club Ltd, 
16 The Leys, @ 3.30pm, 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact Lesley 01922 634883 

ROWLEY REGIS 

Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 

5.3pm and 7.30pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

WEDNESDAY 

WEST BROMWICH 

West Bromwich Community Centre, 

Gayton Road, @ 9.30am 

Contact Jodie 07886 426429 

SMETHWICK 

Dorothy Parkes Centre, 

Church Road, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Melisia 07935 447265 
WEDNESBURY 
Woods Methodist Church 
Coronation Road, Woods Estate, 

@ 9.30AM 

Contact Pippa 07816 900149 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 5.30pm and 

7.30pm 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 


WEDNESBURY 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street, 
Mesty Croft, 7.00pm 
Contact Jodie 07751 839830 

LADYW00D 

Ladywood Comm & Health Centre 
St Vincent Street West @ 7.00pm 
Contact Jade 07528 277104 

BLACKHEATH 

Blackheath Central Meth Church, 
High Street, @ 10.00am, 12.00pm, 
5.00pm and 7.00pm 
Contact Ann 07815 643963 

BILST0N 

Lower Bradley Community Centre 
Wallace Road, @ 7.00pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 

OLDBURY 

The Salvation Army Community 
Church, 

Merton Close (off Pound Road) 

@ 7.30am 

Contact Stacy 07411 486694 

TIVIDALE 

St Michael’s Church, 

Tividale Road, B69 2LQ 

@ 5.00pm and 7.00pm 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

THURSDAY 

WEDNESBURY 

St Barts Church Hall 

Bttm Church Hill @ 9.30am 

Contact Jenny 0121 556 5909 

TIPTON 

The Sportsman Pub 
(Separate entrance), 

St. Marks Road, 

@ 9.30am, 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact (Miss) Vinny 07412 074954 


slimmingworld.com 

0844 897 8000 HU 

*More people in the UK choose to attends Slimming World 
group each week than any other weight loss group. 


SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 5.30pm 
and 7.30pm 

Contact Michelle 07516 255665 

BRANDHALL 

Kings Community Church, 

Oak Tree Centre, Tame Road 
@ 5.30pm and 7.30pm 
Contact Dawn 07859 010175 
WEST BROMWICH 
Stone Cross Library, 

Beverley Road, @ 5.30pm and 
7.30pm 

Contact Carole 07854 413929 

FRIDAY 

SMETHWICK 

St Marks Church 
Thimblemill Road @ 9.30am 
Contact Michelle 07516 255665 
ROWLEY REGIS 
Rowley Regis Disability Centre, 

26 Rowley Village, B65 9AT @ 
9.30am 

Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

SATURDAY 

OLDBURY 

Bleakhouse Library, 

Bleakhouse Road 
@ 8.30am and 10.30am 
Contact Kerrie 07923 129816 

OLDBURY 

Portway Lifestyle Centre, 

Newbury Lane, B691 HE @ 9.00am 
Contact Kenton 07982 408088 

Or just come along 
Career opportunities for past and 
present members in this area 
contact Jenny on 0121 556 5909 
for more details. 


c Slmmint 



EWORLD 


touching hearts, changing lives 
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Lots of help 
for dealing 
with obesity 

HEY Everyone! In my last article 
I touched briefly on obesity in chil¬ 
dren, unfortunately that problem 
isn’t limited to the youth of today, 
it’s everywhere! 

Did you know that Obesity rates in 
the UK are the highest in Europe and 
have increased dramatically over the 
past few years to such an extent that 
in excess of 20 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion are now obese? 

Luckily, help is 
at hand! There is 
a broad range of 
support groups 
out there that 
you can attend 
(or if you cannot 
for some reason, 
they all offer 
online support 
plans). 

There’s Rose¬ 
mary Conley, 

Weight Watchers and Slimming 
World for starters. A lot of my stu¬ 
dents attend Slimming World classes 
so I decided to find out more! 

I spoke to Jodie, a Slimming World 
consultant and asked her what was 
so great about it: “There’s a mix 
of men and women of all ages, the 
groups are full of fun, motivation and 
inspiration. 

“It’s such a warm and caring en¬ 
vironment that everyone feels safe! 
“Members learn how to fit their life¬ 
style into the plan - nothing is for¬ 
bidden and each week members learn 
how they can adapt their routine so 
it’s a healthy eating plan rather than 
a diet!” 

Combining Healthy Eating with 
an exercise regime that you enjoy is 
a sure fire way to lose weight, get fit 
and have fun!If you enjoy cooking or 
if you haven’t got a clue, there are 
plenty of recipes out there! Give it a 
try and come along to my classes too! 
Class details can be found at www. 
cardiocentral.co.uk or check out my 
blog: www.thehealthcarpenter.co.uk 



Fitness guru Mel 


FOCUS ON SMETHWICK AND BEARWOOD 


Benches to return at 
woods after £3k raised 


MORE than £3,000 has been raised to re¬ 
place picnic benches which were vandalised 
at a Sandwell beauty spot. 

Yobs wrecked the benches at Warley Woods last 
autumn prompting staff and volunteers to launch 
a fundraising campaign. Donations have flooded in 
from supporters and a charity walk took place in 
March. 


A total of £3,162 was 
raised and the benches will 
be installed for families and 
visitors to use in the coming 
months. 

Viv Cole, trust manager 
at Warley Woods Commu¬ 
nity Trust, which runs the 
site, said: “We had two pic¬ 
nic benches in the play area 
vandalised last autumn and 
we have been raising money 
to replace these. We have 
been successful with our 
Big Bench March sponsored 
walk, with donations from 
the public and a donation 
from South Staffordshire 
Pic and the benches are now 
on order and should be in 
for the summer.” 

Volunteers have been 
working hard in recent 
months to spruce up the 
popular site ahead of the 
summer. Community Trust 
said it wanted to make the 
entrances. A flagpole to fly 
the park’s Green Flag award 
has also been installed. New 
bollards have been installed 
by the Abbey Road entrance 


By Heather Large 


while the main driveway has 
also been resurfaced. 

The park received a 
Green Flag award for the 
sixth year running last July. 

They are given out by en¬ 
vironmental charity Keep 
Britain Tidy to reward the 
best parks and green spaces 
across the country. The 
Warley Woods Community 
Trust has been managing 
the site for 10 years. It aims 
to promote the conservation, 
protection and improvement 
of the beauty spot. 

Following decades of ne¬ 
glect the park has been re¬ 
turned to its former glory, 
courtesy of Warley Woods 
Community Trust, which 
has invested £1 million of 
Heritage Lottery cash into 
transforming the site since 
1991. Since then restoration 
work has also been com¬ 
pleted to its 102-year-old 
drinking fountain as part of 
a £74,000 upgrade. 



The beautiful surroundings of Warley Woods where vandalised benches have now been replaced 


Tales come 
out of the 
darkness 

ACCLAIMED story teller 
Peter Chand is appearing 
at Bleakhouse Library on 
Saturday presenting Dark 
Tales, a performance sto¬ 
ry-telling event. Doors 
open at 7pm for 7.30. 

It is part of a festival 
which included an event 
at Thimblemill Library in 
Smethwick. Described as 
a collection of stories from 
the Indian sub-continent, 
which are both unnerving 
and unique in their cul¬ 
tural aspect, these stories 
of love, loss, loneliness and 
longing are as twisted as 
they are moving. 

These stories are as far 
removed from ‘peace and 
harmony’ as you can im¬ 
agine and are definitely not 
for the faint-hearted. 

Alchemy 2015 is the 
result of a new partner¬ 
ship between Southbank 
Centre and Black Country 
Touring. The festival sees 
‘the best in South Asian 
arts’ visiting the region. 

Festive lunch 
plans set out 

ORGANISERS of a Christ¬ 
mas lunch for the needy 
in Smethwick are already 
making preparations for 
this year. Around 50 din¬ 
ers had their festive lunch 
served up by founders Car¬ 
ol and Patrick Beckford. 

The scheme is called 
Becks and Deks Smeth¬ 
wick Seniors Christmas 
Rescue Crew and is a four- 
course lunch at St Mark’s 
Church, at the junction 
of Thimblemill Road and 
Hales Lane. To register 
call 0121 569 6143. 


Local Shoo * Fruit & Vegetables 


Everything you need under one roof Competitive Prices Come and have a look 



Not only specialists in Fresh Fruit and Veg Also stoc 


leading brands like East End • Heera • KTC 


to stote 


evetl Ml 



2 LITRE 
BOTTLE 
OF MILK 



SUGAR 1K6 BAG 
FOR £1.50 or 50p each 
15KG CASE £7.50 


BROWN SUGAR 2KG BAG 
£2.50 


LOAF OF 
BREAD 

69p 

ONIONS 

20KG BAG £4.99 
10KG BAG £1.25 
Dutch 9KG BAG £2.99 

NATURAL YOGHURT 100G 
4 for £1 

COKE 

1.5ltr £1.00 2 Itr £1.25 or 
1.5ltr cases £8.50 2ltr cases £6.50 



VEGETABLE OIL 
20Ltr £13.99 5Ltr £3.99 


ELEPHANT MEDIUM 25KG BAG 
£10.99 


PRE-PACKED POTATOES 
20 KG BAG £4.99 


VALUE POTATOES 25kg £3.00 


SALAAM RICE 20KG £19.99 


BEST QUALITY TOILET ROLLS 
36 ROLLS £3.50 


TROPHY RICE 20 KG £19.99 


RAFA BASMATI RICE 
20KG BAG £17.99 



New Department Opened - Personal Injury: Call our 
No Win No Fee Personal Injury Solicitors on 0121 238 0735 


We can help with all types 
of accident and injury 
compensation 

• Road Traffic Accidents 

• Accidents and Injuries at Work 

• Accidents in Public Places 

• Occupiers Liability 


• Family Run Business 

• Headed by Accredited Law Society Family 
Panel Member 

• First Interview Free 

• Divorce, Marriage Annulment, Civil Partnership 

• Financial Settlement 

• Application Linder the Children Act 1989 

• Cohabiting Couples, Separation Agreements 

• Domestic Violence, Occupation Order 

• Advice for litigants acting in person 


A 


Shire OahjfjSohcitors 


6/7 Three Shires Oak Road, Bearwood B67 5BA 


0121 238 0735 I info@shireoaksolicitors.co.uk I www.shireoaksolicitors.co.uk 


SUPPLIERS OF ALL 
TYPES OF PET FOOD 

^Sll types of, 

H- CAOES FOR 
___[[>ARR0TS & BIRDS* 

“OH PRODUCTS V GRIT Y C0RN>FISH 
Y BUDGIES Y RABBITS V CANARIES Y FROZEN 
REPTILE FOOD V POULTRY FOOD ^ EGG INCUBATORS 

IF WE DON'T STOCK IT 
WE WIILGET IT! 





Unit 1A, 175 Hill Street, 
Smethwick B66 2AS 
TEL: 0121 565 1187 
MOB: 07462 301701 


SmetKw i c\< 

.9^5 

A 


Webb’s 

OF BEARWOOD 

Garden Shop 

Bedding plants 
Vegetable plants 
Roses 
Shrubs 

Herbaceous & alpines 
All garden sundries 
and composts 
0121 429 2033 


Gift Shop 
Gisela Graham 
East of India 
Bomb Cosmetics 
Cards 
Candles 
Books 
Jewellery 
0121429 4445 

64, 66 & 68 THREE SHIRES OAK ROAD 
BEARWOOD B67 5BU 
www.webbswalledgarden.com 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

✓ 100’s of Rolls to choose from 

✓ The LOWEST Prices Guaranteed 

✓ Any genuine quote beatent 

✓ The BEST Value for money 

✓ QUALITY COSTS LESS at Select 


SAVE 


UP TO 


WWOFF 

ROOM SIZE , 
ROLL ENDS> 


CARPET 




from only 


LARGE CHOICE 
^ OF SIZES ^ 


VINYLS 

from only 


Mattresses 

eoCA 


per 
sq mtr 


2, 3 & 4mtr 
widths 


• FREE Estimates 

• FREE Measuring 

• Uplift & Remove 
Old Carpet 

• FREE Underlay 
Upgrades 

• FREE Bed Delivery 


ORTHO Double Divan 
Incredible Value for Money 


Come & see our Fantastic new Showroom 

large Display of Divans and Metal Dads 


Select Carpets & Beds under new management 

I 


215 Walsall Rd, Stone Cross, West Bromwich B7I 3HS 

Tel: 0121 588 5904 


Mon-Sat 
9.00-5.30pm 
Sunday CLOSED 
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§ & J FLOORING 


i We even fit your own flooring J 


• Supply and fit of laminate and 
real wood flooring 

• Vinyls fitted 

• Underfloor Heating 

• Samples straight to your door 

• Ceramic tiling (floor and wall) 

• Carpentry (doors, skirting boards, 
flat pack furniture, etc) 

• Lofts Boarded 

• Loft Hatches Supplied and Fitted 

• Self Levelling 

Any job considered - small or large 

07908 460039 


L on 

£ over% As 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 







] Modfather back 
with rock classic 


3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


| FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust \ 

MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 


www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 

Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Isn’t it time for a 

Door? 

nmnni 

*mt w? H t*a rm+a 



NOW JUST£799! 

INCLUDING VAT I. FREE FITTING 


TECH ROOFING 

ALL ROOFING SPECIALISTS 




Frka 



CALL 01245396910 

W—tl—l«jryHldMNOMWIIW% 

Mytfk 


EDMP Roofing System 
Single Garage from £895 all inc 
Reboarded with 18 mm smart ply. 
Further reductions on larger areas plus 
25 years guarantee. 

www.rubbertechroofing.com 


Enquiries and Free Quotes 

0800 696 5408 - 07775 519417 


ALBUM REVIEWS 


Bv Leon Burakowski 


THE Modfather roars back 
with his 12th solo album and 
Saturns Pattern is one of his 
best yet. 

Like his musical peer Noel Gallagher 
on the High Flying Birds’ album Chas¬ 
ing Yesterday, Paul Weller has gone 
back to go forward with a funky, bluesy 
new psychedelic sound, most evident 
on the quirky piano-led title track and 
the instant classic Pick It Up. 

But perhaps most telling is the fact 
that Weller actually sounds upbeat, 
maybe it’s a sense of well being sug¬ 
gested by the title I’m Where I Should 
Be. The album has some of his most 
summery sounds, Phoenix and These 
City Streets, since the heyday of The 
Style Council. 

The former Jam man has still got 
a licence to thrill with distorted and 
scuffed blues cruncher White Sky and 
the belligerent Long Time. 

Maybe it’s something to do with a 
planetary alignment, but Weller’s Sat¬ 
urns Pattern ranks alongside young 
band Django Django’s Born Under Sat¬ 
urn as one of the best albums of the 
year so far. 

The big time beckons for London 
band The Vaccines whose third al¬ 
bum, English Graffiti, grabs you by 
the lapels from the moment it blasts 
out of the blocks with the swaggering 
surf rock of Handsome. 

Singer Justin Hayward-Young pulls 
off a star turn on new single Dream 
Lover, a stadium-sized anthem, and 
they surprise with the lithe Minimal 
Attraction which brilliantly sounds like 
Fleetwood Mac meets The Strokes. 

Is that an echo of The Jam on 20/20? 
A hint of Air on (All Afternoon) In Love? 
A touch of Depeche Mode on Denial? 



Going back to go forward — Paul Weller’s psychedelic flavoured Saturns Pattern 


It is the sound of The Vaccines mak¬ 
ing an excellent eclectic album. That 
impression is confirmed by the yearn¬ 
ing Maybe I Could Hold You and the 
punchy Gimme A Sign. 

The Vaccines will be in concert at 
Wolverhampton Civic Hall on Novem¬ 
ber 17. 

Will Young is back on the pop scene 
after four years in which he has con¬ 
centrated on his stage career, including 
playing the Emcee in the touring pro¬ 
duction of Cabaret that came to Wol¬ 
verhampton Grand. 

He is now with Island Records, hav¬ 
ing come to the end of the multi-album 
deal that followed his Pop Idol triumph 
13 years ago. The singer who famously 
gave Simon Cowell a telling off (they 
are still daggers drawn apparently) 
went on to create a string of slick, en¬ 
joyable and creditable pop albums. 

Likeable recent single Love Revolu¬ 
tion with its vintage Motown-like sound 
has paved the way for sixth studio al¬ 
bum 85% Proof, which draws on dis¬ 
co and funk for some inspiration but 
elsewhere goes for a stark melancholy, 
such as the impressive closer I Don’t 


Need A Lover. The singer reckons it’s 
his most honest album, drawing on his 
experiences including being bullied at 
school. He pushes his vocals to strain¬ 
ing point to express raw emotion. 

Hot Chip hit a more reflective 
groove, ready to chill after a night in the 
club, on their sixth album Why Make 
Sense? but the hedonistic throb of the 
dancefloor is never far away. When Hot 
Chip do try something a little different, 
on White Wine And Fried Chicken and 
So Much Further To Go, the starker 
setting shows up the limited nature of 
Alexis Taylor’s vocals. 

Powerhouse Wolverhampton duo 
God Damn have unleashed a mighty 
beast of an album with their debut Vul¬ 
tures, an exhilarating blend of grinding 
hard rock guitars, crashing drums and 
sneering vocal attitude. Thom Edward 
(guitar/vocals) and Ash Weaver (drums) 
will be compared with Royal Blood but 
the Black Country outfit actually have 
a more varied and melodic sound with 
their heavy rifting infused with psyche¬ 
delic flourishes. Highlights include the 
ferocious We Don’t Like You and the 
epic nine-minute Skeleton. 


star extra travel A 



Excursions by coach from Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton 


THE VIEW FROM 

THE SHARD 

Saturday departures, 

11 July & 5 September 2015 


Day Excursion 


DAY EXCURSION 
BY COACH 


✓ Admission to the Shard 
on Saturday afternoon 
✓ Free time in London 
✓ Return coach travel from 
Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton 


. t 

MEMPHI 


MEMPHIS The Musical 


Saturday departures, 

11 July & 5 September 2015 


Day Excursion 




Tit MUCH 


SHAFTESBURY 1IKM 


» \ ✓A ticket with face value 
DAY EXCURSION 1 of £69.50 

ily ^ COACH I j/ Free time in London 

/ ✓ Return coach travel from 

50pp / Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton 


ADMISSION TICKET 


STAR WARS 

AT MADAME TUSSAUDS 


Saturday departures, 

11 July & 5 September 2015 


Day Excursion 


✓ Admission to Madame Tussauds 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


ADMISSION TICKET 



WITH FREE COACH TRAVEL 


LORD OF THE DANCE 

DANGEROUS GAMES 


Saturday departures, 

11 July & 5 September 2015 


Day Excursion 


✓ A ticket with a face value of £65 for the matinee 
performance of Lord of the Dance at the Dominion 
Theatre, London 

✓ Free time in London before the show 

✓ Return coach travel from Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


WITH FREE COACH TRAVEL 


To book call 01524 37500 quote WOL1 or visit: www.starextra.reader.travel 

OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.30 SAT 8.30-17.30 SUN 10.00-16.30 



f)omegaHols I @OmegaHols | QomegaHols 


^ l 


Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 9 AOTA 
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Team's tough task 


in Chloe's 

A PUB landlord has agreed to with¬ 
stand electric shocks and wade 
through freezing mud and water, all 
in memory of a family friend. Carl 
Adams and four friends will take on 
the gruelling Tough Mudder course 
on Sunday. 

Carl, who runs the Village Inn in 
Alma Street, Wednesbury, will be 
raising money for Birmingham Chil¬ 
dren’s Hospital, where 17-year-old 
Chloe Stone was treated before she 
died in February. 

Chloe, who lived in Chester Road, 
Walsall Wood, died after a brave bat¬ 
tle against spinal muscular atrophy. 
Carl is close friends with Chloe’s 
mother Donna Jones. He originally 


memory 

set up the challenge to thank the 
hospital on behalf of Chloe. 

The 40-year-old said: “Since she 
has passed away we are now doing 
it in Chloe’s memory. We are hoping 
to raise around £5,600. She was such 
an inspirational girl, there weren’t 
many days when she wasn’t laugh¬ 
ing or smiling.” 

It became clear early on that the 
initial target of £2,500 would be 
smashed, thanks to support from 
regulars at the pub. “We have raised 
a lot more money since Chloe passed 
away. We are currently at £5,000.” 

Chloe’s mother Donna said: 
“Carl’s doing a really good job, it 
means a lot to me and my family.” 



Village Inn staff and regulars, from left, June Ebanks, Carl Adams, Aaron Hill and Ami Blakemore 


First Vueling flight 
lands at Brum 

SPANISH low cost airline Vueling has begun services 
to Birmingham Airport. The first Vueling arrived from 
Barcelona on Saturday (MAY 23). 

Three flights a week are now available with Vueling 
between Birmingham and Barcelona El Prat Airport, 
where Vueling is the leading airline with almost 40 per 
cent of the market share. 

During the peak summer months, the airline will offer 
up to five flights a week to Birmingham 

Vueling is owned by the IAG group, which also owns 
British Airways and Iberia. 

William Pearson, Birmingham Airport’s aviation de¬ 
velopment director, said: “It was fantastic to see our 
newest airline, Vueling, land into Birmingham. 

“The carrier will add more than 27,000 seats to Bar¬ 
celona from Birmingham and give passengers a choice of 
more than 140 destinations.” 


First new 
school in 
a decade 
to be built 


A FORMER high school is to be demolished, 
with the first new secondary school in a bor¬ 
ough for a decade to be built in its place. 

The bulldozers will move in on the former Lang¬ 
ley High School in Moat Road, Oldbury after being 
given the go-ahead by council chiefs. The demolition 
of the building marks the next stage in the process 
to build a brand new secondary school on the site. 


Work will quickly begin 
on the new school once the 
site is cleared. 

Sandwell Council wel¬ 
comed the development as 
‘great news for the children 
of Sandwell’ when it was 
announced earlier this year. 

The borough had been in 
desperate need of a new sec¬ 
ondary school with others 
stretched to the limit by a 
baby boom in recent years. 

It is hoped the first pu¬ 
pils will start at the new 
school in September next 
year. Around 120 Year 7 pu¬ 
pils will start at the school 
which will grow from there 
to eventually accommodate 
1,200 local children. 

When details of the plans 
were revealed, council leader 
Darren Cooper said it was 
‘great’ another school was 
being built in the borough. 
He added: “This is a much 
needed school in Oldbury 
where it is expected there 
will be increasing demand 
for secondary school places 
in the next few years.” 

The decision marks the 
end for the Langley High 
School building, which dates 
back to the 1920s. 

Langley High School 
closed in 2007 but the site 
continued to be used by 
the Oldbury Academy until 
2012. One objection to the 
plan was raised by a resi- 


By Richard Guttridge 

dent calling for the frontage 
of the building to remain as 
it was of historical of impor¬ 
tance. 

But the council said as 
an application to list the 
building had been turned 
down in the past it saw no 
reason why the demolition 
shouldn’t go ahead. The 
school’s main block was 
built in 1926. Its science 
block was built during the 
1960s and a design block 
added in 1980. 

It comes as the Phoenix 
Collegiate Academy campus 
in Clarkes Lane, is among 
five Sandwell schools being 
revamped as part of the 
government’s £6 billion Pri¬ 
ority Schools Building Pro¬ 
gramme. 

If the plans are approved, 
only one of the school’s cur¬ 
rent buildings, its learning 
centre, will remain, with the 
rest being bulldozed. These 
buildings would be replaced 
by a single three-storey 
L-shaped ‘superblock’. The 
school’s sports hall would 
also be extended and refur¬ 
bished and a new multi-pur¬ 
pose games area added. 

Wolverhampton-based 
construction giant Carillion 
has been lined up to carry 
out the rebuild. 


Distribution site 
to bring 500 jobs 

LIDL has lodged plans for its major distribution centre 
in Wednesbury, which will create up to 500 jobs, as work 
takes a step forward. 

Proposals for the 450,000 sq ft centre has now been sub¬ 
mitted to Sandwell Council for approval. 

It will be built on land near to Junction 9 of the M6 and 
create managerial and office-based jobs, in addition to 
full-time warehouse roles operating on a three-shift basis, 
seven days a week, 365 days a year. 

The planning applications says: “An additional facility 
is required in the Midlands region to service existing and 
planned supermarkets.” 

Bosses from Lidl looked at a number of sites for the de¬ 
velopment but opted for the Wednesbury site because it 
wanted to access a ‘sufficiently large employment pool’. 
Sandwell Council’s recruitment team will be working with 
Lidl to ensure jobs are secured for residents in the area. 



Towards 

Motorway 


Towards 
City Centre 


This May...Don’t 


Celebrating 

Year# 

200$^^ 2015 

Kitchen 


(Until you’ve seen what a makeover can do!) 


Why spend thousands on a new kitchen when a kitchen 
makeover using made to measure Doors looks just as effective 
at a fraction of the cost and without all the hassle! 


Bring your kitchen upto date 
quickly and save money using 
Replacement Doors & Drawers 


Plus: Buy replacement Doors during May and we’ll give you FREE worktops or 
FREE plinths pelmets and Cornice trims. You Choose, just ask our advisor for details 


Easy to find 

Free & Easy to park! 


Monday to Frida> 


Request a FREE brochure today iti 

0800 088 7044 

Showroom: Unit 24 Wulfrun Trading Estate, Stafford Rd 
Wolverhampton 01902 581570 www.iudk.co.uk 


lOam-5.30pm 
^Saturday: 10am - 4pm ' 
I Closed Sunday 
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West Brom’s victory came at the third attempt, against the next season’s champions The advertising page on the back of the rare programme 


The West Bromwich Albion team who were winners of the FA Cup in 1888 


Return to Baggies' glory 
days as rare programme 
sells for £20k at auction 


A MATCHDAY programme 
from the 1888 FA Cup Final 
when West Bromwich Albion 
upset the odds to beat Preston 
North End, originally bought 
for one penny, has been sold at 
auction for £20,000. 

The sale makes the historic piece 
of memorabilia one of the most ex¬ 
pensive football programmes ever 
purchased. 

The 1888 cup final was held in front of 
19,000 fans at The Oval cricket ground 
in London, was a million miles away 
from the glitz of the showpiece final that 
awaits Aston Villa and Arsenal at Wem¬ 
bley on Saturday. But like Villa this year, 


MEMORY LANE 


Report bv Richard Guttridae 


Albion went into the game as underdogs. 
The following season Preston would 
finish the first Football League season 
undefeated and during their run to the 
1888 final they thrashed Hyde 26-0. 

But on a March afternoon it was the 
Baggies that were victorious, winning 
2-1 to bring the cup to the Black Coun¬ 
try for the first time.The programme, 
which was made up of just a single sheet 
featuring the team line-ups and an ad¬ 
vertisement on the back, is thought to 
be one of the few that survive from the 
momentous day in the club’s history. 


It was bought at Graham Budd Auc¬ 
tions in London on Tuesday by a private 
collector. A photograph of Albion’s 1888 
FA Cup winning team was included with 
the programme. 

In 2006, the programme from the 
1889 FA Cup final between Preston and 
Wolves sold for £21,850, which at the 
time was the highest amount paid for a 
programme. Albion were appearing in 
the FA Cup Final for the third consec¬ 
utive year in 1888 but after two heart¬ 
breaking defeats they finally got their 
hands on the silverware. 

But another reason the programme is 
desirable for collectors is that the final 
ended in controversy, with many observ¬ 
ers feeling that the referee had shown 
bias towards West Brom’s all English 11. 


Prettoo North End v. Htesf Sroniwich 
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The line-up of teams for the final, held at the ‘Kennington Oval’ - known as The Oval today - as printed in 1888 




Little Lakes Holiday Park 


01299 266400 

saIes@IittleIakesIeisure.co.uk 




Relax in your own Holiday Retreat just a 
short drive from home 




250 acres of Oak Woods & Countryside 
18 Hole Golf Course 
Indoor Golf Performance Centre 
Heated Swimming Pool 
Fishing Lake & Bowling Green 
Clubhouse & Restaurant 




IKT 




SPECIAL 
OFFERS . 


Support National Golf Month at Little Lakes Golf Club 


Junior Coaching from Sparrow Golf Academy 
Golf fun for the whole family 

* Free rounds of Golf - see website for details * 


Summer Sales Offer 

* Fantastic New Willerby Rio for only £26,000 * 



* Buy a new Chalet or new Caravan before August & Pay no Site Fee until March 2016 * 

* Visit www.littlelakespark.co.uk for full details of these & more Special Offers * 


Enjoy the Summer with the whole family in 2015 - visit www.littlelakespark.co.uk today 


Little Lakes Leisure Limited, Lye Head, Bewdley, Worcestershire DY12 2UZ 
Tel 01299 266400 | www.facebook.com/littlelakes | sales@littlelakesleisure.co.uk 

































Rock giants 
at Civic - Page 21 



7 DAY 


,89 Monel 


CARVERY 


nil 1 




free function torn amiable for. 


Wedding Receptions, Birthday Parties, 
Anniversaries and Funerals 



Psychic 

night 

Thursday i ith 
June 7pm 


The Dovecote 

Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD * 0121 556 0008 



28, 2015 
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Ustings for May 29 - June 4 


GREAT VALUE 

COACH HOLIDAYS 


• Return coach travel from throughout the West Midlands 

• Dinner, bed ft breakfast and entertainment at most hotels 

• Free excursion programme 


irnnuu i 
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ft Weymouth SSouthsei 
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Haw boater 
^ Roundhouse 
,35 MON 8 313N 

only. No further discounts apply 


FOLKESTONE 

6 OSTEND 

4 DAYS 12, 26 Jun, 17, 24, 31 Jul 

5 DAYS 8, 22, 29 Jun, 6, 20 Jul 
8 DAYS 26 Jun, 17, 24, 31 Jul 

EASTBOURNE 

Brighton $ Sussex Coast 

4 DAYS 26 Jun. 17. 31 Jul 

5 DAYS 8, 22 Jun, 6, 20, 27 Jul 

7 DAYS 14, 28 Jun, 12, 26 Jul, 9. 23 Aug, 6 Sep 


CORONATION STREET 2 Liverpool 



• Railway Children 

• Blackpool Lights • Edinburgh Tattoo 

• Lord of the Dance • Fairford Air Tattoo • Sinatra 

• Blenheim Palace Flower Festival • Tea at Alnwick Castle 

• Matlock Illuminations • Winchester Flower Festival 

• Murder Mystery Weekends • Sing-a-long Frozen 

• Peak District Fair • Ken Dodd • Poldark Tour 

plus many more... Visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


LAUREL & HARDY MUSEUM Cruise * Steam 


13 Jun, 25 Jul, 

22 Aug, 19 Sep, 24 Oct 


2 DAYS 

£79 95 


LLANDUDNO Elvis Party Weekends! 


26 Jun, 10 Jul, 7, 21 Aug, 
18 Sep, 16 Oct, 6, 20 Nov 


3 DAYS 
£89.95 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE ? Houses oQ Parliament 


1, 29 Aug, 

5, 12, 26 Sep 


2 DAYS 

£99.95 J 


LEGOLAND 2 day ticket! BSB 


27 Jun, 25 Jut, 2 DAYS 

22 Aug, 19 Sep, 31 Oct £99.95 

r Also available 

MYSTERY 

We choose ■ you save! 

BATH b 
STONEHENGE 

PHANTOM 

LONDON 

LONDON 

FREEDOM WEEKEND 

6,13,20 Jun 2 DAYS 

RWH1 

11 Jul, 17 Oct 2 DAYS 

■5UHS 

18 Jul, 26 Sep 2 DAYS 

6,20 Jun 2 DAYS 

ELVIS AT 
THE 02 

BATH b 
STONEHENGE 

CHESTER & 
LIVERPOOL 

WARNER 

STUDIOS 

8 Aug 2 DAYS 

11 Jul, 17 Oct 2 DAYS 

RHS1 

13 Jun, 11 Jul 2 DAYS 

VUdHl 

20 Jun, 8,22 Aug 2 DAYS 

IEHB1 

DISNEYLAND 
PARIS £jm 

AUSTRIAN 

TYROL 

LAKE 

GARDA 

BRIGHTON 

28 Jun |2TOR 71 

aaM 

Vf-LJtH 

23,30 Aug 4 DOTS 

RTH® 

27 Jun, 25 Jul 9 DAYS 

27 Jun, 29 Aug 9 DAYS 

ft worn 


TraOelstyle 

miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 

0844 682 0086 


travelstyletours.co.uk 


Joe 

McElderry 



Thursday, 7.30pm 
Prince of Wales, Cannock 

McElderry is the X Factor golden boy 
with the 24-carat voice and the 
diamond personality which has made 
him one of the most loved young 
singers in the country. 

Visit www.cannockchasedc.gov.uk 


Ruby 

Wax 



Friday, 7.30pm 
Gatehouse, Stafford 
This show is based on Ruby’s 
critically acclaimed book ‘Sane New 
World’ which helps us understand 
why we sabotage our sanity without 
thinking about it. 

www.staffordgatehousetheatre.co.uk 


The Beach 
Boys 



Friday, 8pm 

Barclaycard Arena, B’ham 

The Beach Boys have had a torrent of 
hit singles and sold tens of millions of 
albums. They continue to create and 
perform with the same imagination and 
style that marked their explosive debut. 
Visit www.barclaycardarena.co.uk 


Elvis 

Costello 



Sunday, 8pm 
Symphony Hall, B’ham 
Following the success of his 2014 solo 
shows, Elvis Costello is back on the 
road with a new tour named Detour. 

His solo shows have been some of the 
most adventurous of his career. 

Visit www.thsh.co.uk 


POP & ROCK 

Joe McElderry 

Thu at 7.30pm, £15-£20.90 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Maroon 5 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

£40.08 - £51.33 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

The Beach Boys 

Fri at 8pm, £44.40 - £48.94 
Barclaycard Arena, 
Birmingham, B1 2AA. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Manic Street Preachers - 
SOLD OUT 

Mon at 7pm, £35.75 
Wolverhampton Civic Flail, 

WV1 1RQ. Call 0870 320 7000 

Mark Morriss (The Bluetones) 

Fri at 7.30pm, £7 - £9 
The Flapper, Kingston Row, 
Birmingham, B1 2NU. 

Call 0121 236 2421 

Rnrlfot 

Fri, Sat at 11pm, £5 - £10 
The Jam Flouse, Birmingham, 
B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Spikes Free House 

Mon at 7.30pm, 

£17.50-£18.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. Call 01902 
401211 

Supreme Queen 

Fri at 8pm, £9 - £19 
The River Rooms, 

Stourbridge, DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397177 

Glambuster 

Sat at 8pm, £8 

The River Rooms, Stourbridge, 
DY8 1 JN. Call 01384 397177 

Elvis Costello 

Sun at 8pm, £37.50 - £42.50 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 
B1 2EA. Call 0121 780 3333 

Coal Chamber 

Fri at 6.30pm, £22 
The Wulfrun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 3HH. 
Call 01902 552106 

Young Guns 

Wed at 7pm, £13.75 
The Wulfrun, 

Wolverhampton, WV1 3HH. 
Call 01902 552106 

Midlands Metal Crusade 4 

Sat at 3pm, £8.25 
Wolverhampton Slade Rooms, 
WV1 1 HR Call 01902 552106 

CASH tribute to Johnny Cash 

Fri at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 01902 401211 


I Q 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£17.50-£19.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Laurence Jones Band 

Wed at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

999 + The Lurkers 

Thu at 7.30pm, £10-£12.50 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

FOLK & ACOUSTIC 

Irish Session 

Wed at 8pm, Free 

Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 

Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Sandpiper Folk Club Night 

Wed at 7.45pm, £2 
Pigot Arms, Pattingham, 
Wolverhampton, WV6 7BQ. 

Call 01902 700207 

Common Folk: Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8.30pm, £1 
Pelsall Cricket & Sports Club, 
Walsall, WS3 4BR 
Call 07910 632695 

Brewood Acoustic Club 

Singers’ Night 

Thu at 8pm, £2(£1 singers) 

Brewood Cricket Club, 

Brewood, ST19 9HX. 

Call 01902 850422 

A Celebration of John Denver 

Fri at 7.30pm, £18.50 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

Reverend Peyton’s Big Damn 
Band 

Sun at 7.30pm, £10-£12 
The Robin 2, Bilston, WV14 7LJ. 
Call 01902 401211 

The Willows 

Mon at 8pm, 

£10.50-£13 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

JAZZ & BLUES 

The Blues Brothers Experience 

Fri at 7.30pm, £17.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Hot Mikado 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, £12 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

Steve Brookstein 

Sat at 7.30pm, £17.50 
Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 


Buddy 

Tue, Wed, Thu at 7.30pm, 

£10 - £17 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 
Call 01543 412121 

Billy Ocean 

Sun at 7.30pm, £30 
Birmingham Town Hall, 

B3 3DQ. Call 0121 780 3333 

RNB&SQUL 

Out of Time 

Fri at 8pm, £5 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 

Call 01902 572090 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Frankly Sinatra 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£22.50 - £24.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1DE. Call 01902 573320 

Russell Watson 

Thu at 7.30pm, £33 - £46.50 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Stafford College Music 
Students 

Wed at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. Call 0121 622 8250 

THEATRE 

That’ll Be The Day 

Wed at 7.30pm, £11 - £26.90 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Curious Incident of... 

Fri, Sat, Mon, Tue, Wed at 
7.30pm, Wed at 2pm, Sat at 
2.30pm, £11.90 - £42.50 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Milkshake 

Fri at 1pm, 3.30pm, 

£10.75-£45 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Sex in Suburbia 

Sun at 7.30pm, £18-£24.90 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Back to Broadway 

Sat at 7.30pm, 

£17.75-£18.75 
Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

The Elves & The Shoemaker 

Wed at 12.30pm, 2.15pm, 
£10.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 


The Basil Brush Show 

Sun at 11am, 2.30pm, 

£12-£45 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Godspell In Concert 

Mon, Tue at 7.30pm, 

£23.90 - £35.90 
New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

The Rise And Fall of Little Voice 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, Sat at 2pm, 

£7 - £35 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER Call 0121 236 4455 

The Pyramid Texts 

Fri, Sat at 8pm, £12 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

First Stages - StatiK 

Sat at 11.30am, 2pm, £9 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

The Siege 

Thu at 8pm, £12 
Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Occasionally We Skype 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, £8-£10 
Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. Call 01902 321321 

Mattress Mattress 

Wed at 1pm, Thu at 10am, 1pm, 
£5 

Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 

Birmingham Cabaret Festival 

Fri, Sat at 8pm, £10 
The Old Joint Stock, 

Birmingham, B2 5NY. 

Call 0121 200 1892 

Into the Woods 

Fri, Sat at 7.30pm, £12 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1 DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

We’ll Meet Again - Hits From 
The Blitz 

Wed at 2.30pm, £11 - £13 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1 DE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Poetry Reading 

Mon at 7.30pm, £3 - £5 
Arena Theatre, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1SE. 

Call 01902 321321 


DANCE 

Embraced Burlesque 

Sat at 8pm, £10 
Newhampton Arts Centre, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 4AN. 
Call 01902 572090 


Madame Butterfly with 
Perpetuum Mobile 

Tue, Wed at 7.30pm, 

£10-£27.50 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 1 DE. Call 01902 573320 

Supreme Fabulettes 

Fri at 8pm, £19.50 
Birmingham Town Hall, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 


COMEDY 

Jimmy Carr: Funny Business 

Sat at 8pm, £25 - £28.90 
Symphony Hall, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Ruby Wax - Sane New World 

Fri at 7.30pm, 

£15.50-£17.50 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Alexei Sayle: Listen With Alexei 

Sat at 8pm, £11 - £13 
mac, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

Lucy Beaumont 

Fri at 8pm, £12 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 

ST16 2LT. 01785 254653 

OTHER EVENTS 

The Quiz 

Tue at 7.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Horrible Histories! 

Fri, Sat, Sun at 10am, Free 
Warwick Castle, 

Warwick, CV34 4QU. 

Call 01926 495421 

Open Mic Night 

Mon at 8.30pm, Free 
Katie Fitzgerald’s, Wollaston, 
Stourbridge, DY8 3TB. 

Call 01384 374410 

Family History Buddy 

Wed at 9.30am -1 pm, 1.45pm - 
5pm, Free 

Walsall Local History Centre, 
WS2 7AS. Call 01922 721305 

1600s Gardening Group 

Tue at 10am - 1pm, Free 
The Oak House Museum, 

West Bromwich, B70 8HJ. 

Call 0121 553 0759 

Coffee Mornings 

Fri, Sat, Thu at 2pm - 5pm, 

£2 

Wednesbury Museum & 

Art Gallery, WS10 7DF. 

Call 0121 556 0683 

Guitar Group Sessions 

Sat at 2pm, £5 

Light House, Fryer Street, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. Call 01902 716055 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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entertainment 


Bible according 
to the Manics 



Manic Street Preachers — drummer Sean Moore, bassist Nicky Wire and singer-guitarist James Dean Bradfield 


AFTER Welsh rockers The Manic 
Street Preachers announced they 
would be playing special shows cele¬ 
brating the 20th anniversary of their 
third album, The Holy Bible, the tick¬ 
ets sold out in minutes. 

That was a milestone release for 
the band, and the last album fea¬ 
turing rhythm guitarist and lyricist 
Richey Edwards, who disappeared 
five months after the LP came out. 

The Manics have sold out all those 


dates including Wolverhampton Civic 
Hall on Monday, after releasing a de¬ 
luxe box set of The Holy Bible includ¬ 
ing BBC recordings of their last gigs 
with Richey Edwards. 

James Dean Bradfield, Nicky Wire 
and Sean Moore have released two 
new albums, Rewind The Film and 
Futurology, in little over a year. They 
also sold out the Civic last year, treat¬ 
ing fans to a storming concert. 

Other upcoming highlights include 


Brandon Flowers of The Killers at the 
02 Academy in Birmingham tonight 
(sold out), and The Beach Boys at the 
Barclaycard Arena tomorrow. 

On Sunday LA’s Maroon 5 will 
have Moves Like Jagger at the Gent- 
ing Arena (NEC), while the tough get 
going for Billy Ocean at Birmingham 
Town Hall (sold out), Elvis Costello 
is at Birmingham Symphony Hall 
and Indiana’s Reverend Peyton’s Big 
Damn Band play Bilston’s Robin 2. 



Grateful to Greg 
' pinin g our 
ine up 


iu/ 




Inbetweeners 
star tops bill 

STAND-UP comedian and Inbetweeners star Greg Davies 
will top the bill at this year’s Hilarity Charity Gala, which 
will be a rare chance to catch the Shropshire comic in live 
action as he is currently busy making new TV show Task¬ 
master. 

The Man Down star is being joined by Canadian comedi¬ 
enne Katherine Ryan in the line up for the Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre show on Monday, June 8. 

Hosted by the city’s Central Youth Theatre, the gala was 
first held last year in a bid to raise badly-needed funds for the 
group in the wake of cuts. 

It is returning with the show organised by former youth 
theatre member Tom Parry, one third of BBC3 sketch group 
Pappy’s, who will also be appearing. 

He also promises a special surprise guest as part of the gala 
which will be hosted again by Perrier award winner Daniel 
Kitson. 

Also on the bill is Welsh comic Elis James and comedy duo 
Lazy Susan featuring former youth theatre member Celeste 
Dring. 

Mr Parry said: “We are really grateful to Greg Davies 
for joining our line up. He hasn’t appeared on stage for 18 
months, so we are sure there are plenty of comedy fans out 
there who will be overjoyed to get the opportunity to see him 
perform live.” 

Tickets are on sale at the Grand Theatre box office on 
01902 429212 priced at £21/£16 concessions. 


Curious incident is 
at the Hippodrome 

THE National Theatre’s ac¬ 
claimed and innovative produc¬ 
tion of The Curious Incident 
of the Dog in the Night-Time, 
about a teenaged boy with au¬ 
tism who turns detective after 
a pet is killed, is at Birmingham 
Hippodrome this week, staged 
until Saturday, June 6. 

The Reduced Shakespeare 
Company bring The Complete 
History of Comedy (Abridged) to 
Wolverhampton Grand tonight 
and Claire Sweeney stars in new 
comedy about the dating game, 
Sex In Suburbia, on Sunday. 
Other one-nighters at the Grand 
include The Blues Brothers Ex¬ 
perience tomorrow and Stephen 
Triffitt in Frankly Sinatra on 
Saturday. 


Siege in Bethlehem 
inspires play at Rep 

BIRMINGHAM Repertory The¬ 
atre is hosting hard-hitting dra¬ 
ma at its small venue The Door. 

The Pyramid Texts is a mon¬ 
ologue from an ageing boxer, 
written by Geoff Thompson and 
performed by Christopher Fair- 
bank until Saturday. The Siege, 
in Arabic and English with sur¬ 
eties, by The Freedom Thea¬ 
tre of Palestine is staged from 
June 4 to 6. It is drawn from 
an incident in May 2002 when 
armed men sought sanctuary 
from the Israeli Army in the 
Church of the Nativity, Beth¬ 
lehem. Caught up in the siege 
were hundreds of priests, nuns 
and tourists. Call the box office 
on 0121 236 4455 


Ballet version of 
doomed love affair 

AWARD-WINNING Northern 
Ballet are coming to Wolver¬ 
hampton to perform three pro¬ 
ductions at the Grand Theatre. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday 
they stage Madame Butterfly 
in a double bill with Perpetuum 
Mobile. The former is the story 
of a doomed love affair, music by 
Puccini and choreographed by 
the company’s artistic director 
David Nixon OBE. The latter 
choreographed by Christopher 
Hampson, of Scottish Ballet, is 
an athletic 17-minute piece to 
music by Bach. On Wednesday 
at 12.30 and 2.15pm they per¬ 
form 40-minute children’s ballet 
Elves and the Shoemaker. Call 
the box office on 01902 429212. 




\2tojS0ciil31ttnia 


E2257Qfiai!l!lt57 

n n/yf?i [ p7n 




M0N-THURS : 12.00-2.30PM, 6-8PM | FRI-SAT 12.00-2.30PM 


H ^ ' 1 High Street, Blackheath 

Tel: 0121 501 5599 


Find us at vsnvw.theknightsquest.co.uk 
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Curry N Grill House 

' GROUP 

Restaurant and Bar 

Vi Tandoori 
Chicken £3.49 


178 Walsall Road • West Bromwich • B7I 3LH 


0121 588 5755 

info@curryngrillhouse.co.uk 

www.currygrillhouse.co.uk 


Restaurant Opening Hours 

Mon - Thu :3.00pm - 10.30pm 
Fri - Sat:2.00pm - I 1.00pm 
Sun:2.00pm - 10.30pm 


We also serve 

greatM 

STEAK & 
GRILL DEALS 


Marinated with ginger ; garlic, 
barbeque and chilli sauce 

125% OFF ALL MEALS j 

WITH THIS FILLED IN COUPON j 

! Name. ! 


Mobile No 
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Masterpiece from an old master — Rembrandt’s The Night Watch at the Rijksmuseum Exploring Vincent Van Gogh’s art in Amsterdam Bloemenmarkt — the floating market on the Singel canal in the Dutch capital 



Amsterdam has more waterways than Brum or Venice 


It's still A'dam fine city 


IT is Birmingham’s boast that it 
has more canals than Venice, 35 
miles’ worth compared with 26. 

However, Amsterdam beats them 
both put together with 65 miles of wa¬ 
terways coiled around the centre of the 
Dutch capital 

Walking the streets flanking those canals 
is one of the great pleasures of a city break 
to Amsterdam. The grand trio of canals the 
Herengracht, Keizergracht and Prinsen- 
gracht have tall thin gabled buildings, most 
dating from Holland’s golden age in the 
17th century when these were the homes 
and warehouses of rich merchants. 

You can spend days wandering these wa¬ 
tery thoroughfares, popping into cosy dark- 
wood cafes, trying nibbles at the ubiquitous 
cheese shops, rooting through the vintage 
clothes shops and getting the odd herbal 
whiff from the many coffee shops (or should 
we call them joints). 

When the sun goes down the night life 
and thriving restaurant scene kicks in. 


By Leon Burakowski 


That’s the perfect time to sip a Dutch gin 
(genever) at bars such as the atmospheric 
Admiraal, where the furniture is made out 
of old barrels. 

Foodwise, Amsterdam has the lot, having 
been the port of a mighty trading nation. 
There are excellent Italian eateries, Indo¬ 
nesian and Thai places and an infeasible 
number of sugar-coated waffle shops. For 
the ultimate Dutch street food — besides a 
slippery herring — go to Vlaams Friteshuis 
Vleminckx. Only open in the afternoon, this 
hatch in the wall sells piping hot cones of 
delicious frites (chips), available with vari¬ 
ous tangy mayonnaises. 

The Red Light District, located between 
tacky central main drag Damrak and Chi¬ 
natown, can be avoided if you are offended 
by the women in the windows and the 
X-rated shops. 

Places that you shouldn’t miss include 
the floating flower market Bloemenmarkt 
on the Singel canal, near to the main shop¬ 


ping street of Kalverstraat. When you tire 
of dodging cyclists, the enclosed haven-like 
Begijnhof is found through a modest door on 
Spui square. This former home for religious 
women includes the city’s oldest buildings 
and the historic English Reformed Church. 

Art lovers should head for Museumplein 
for the city’s greatest galleries. The Van 
Gogh Museum includes hundreds of works 
by the tragic genius, including double sided 
works from when the hard-up artist could 
not afford to use only one side of a canvas. 
His swirling colourful art remains magical 
and the museum does a great job of walking 
visitors through his too-short life. 

Iconic 

The revamped and restored Rijksmu¬ 
seum is a work of art in itself, a hugely im¬ 
pressive building that contains iconic works 
by Dutch greats Rembrandt and Vermeer. 

Both museums are always very busy and 
should be booked in advance online to avoid 
queues, as should the city’s most popular — 
and most sobering — attraction, the Anne 


Frank House. This hiding place for Jewish 
families during the Second World War, in¬ 
cluding the teenage girl whose diary went 
on to touch the hearts of millions, is tiny 
and timed tickets help limit crowding. In 
Anne’s room, her cut-out pictures of movie 
stars are still on the walls. 

The excellent museum beside the secret 
annexe stresses that Anne was one victim 
among millions. Despite the queues and 
crowds, it should not be missed. 

Major savings can be made on many ad¬ 
missions and public transport (including 
trams) by purchasing an I amsterdam City 
Card. See www.iamsterdam.com for details. 

For reading, I recommend Amsterdam: 
A History of the World’s Most Liberal 
City by Russell Shorto; the story of the 
architectural rebirth of the Rijksmuseum 
is told in the handsomely illustrated Ri¬ 
jksmuseum: The Building, the Collec¬ 
tion and the Outdoor Gallery by Cees 
de Jong & Patrick Spijkerman; The Min¬ 
iaturist by Jessie Burton is an atmospheric 
novel set during Amsterdam’s golden age. 


Vujon Classical Indian Cuisine 

High Street, West Bromwich, B70 8EN 
(Near Natwest Bank) 

0121 553 5353 




4 Course Meal 

-Popadoms 

- Any Traditional Starter * 

- Any Traditional Main Course 
- Any Rice / Nan 


30% OFF COLLECTION 
ORDERS OVER £15.00 


£8.95pp 


Monday - Sunday 6pm -10pm 


Charity niyht for the victims of Yleput 


Thursday, 11th June 

LIVE DJ - RAFFLE WITH A NUMBER OF 
PRICES TO BE WON - £1 TICKET 
4 COURSE MEAL 


* Seafood dishes and non-traditional dishes/starters cost additional £2.00 charge. This offer is for a limited period. 
Terms and conditions apply. Please ask member of staff for more details. Free parking after 6pm atAstle Carpark. 




FULLY RESERVED SEATED OUTDOOR CONCERT 


SATURDAY 13 JUNE 

BANKS'S STADIUM 
WALSALL 

THETICKETFACTORY.COM • 0844 338 8000 

FOR HOSPITALITY ENQUIRIES CALL 01922 651 416 


S&rns 

HOLIDAYS 


RING NOW 

ySur FREE 

BROCHURE! j 


(c189l 


DISNEYLAND PARIS 1 

4 DAYS /2 NIGHTS - B&l 

JUNE 26 th • JULY 31 st • AUG 28 th • SEPT 11 th 
4 DAYS /3 NIGHTS - B&B 

AUG 23 rd *NUV 1 st 8 th 15 th 22 nd 2S TH 

Disney Hotels, Includes Coach Travel & Two Day Park Pass 


CHILDREN I 

e119 

3-11 YEARS J 


PICK-DP POINTS NATIONWIDE! 


us ON GET YOUR FREE BROCHURE TODAY! like us on 

■ TEL: 01443 844222 |S»1 

www.ferriscoachholidays.co.uh 


Are you a 
member of a local 
voluntary group? 

Do you have a good 
news story? 

Do you need to 
promote an event 
for a charity or a 
local good cause? 

The Sandwell Chronicle 
needs local news stories for 
your local paper for you the 
local reader. 

Please call the 
chronicle team on 
01902 319 588 
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SATURDAY’S TV MAY 30 


CHOICE 


ft. 


Arsene Wenger 

MOTD Live: The FA Cup 
BBC1, 5.15pm 

Arsenal v Aston Villa (Kick-off 
5.30pm). Gary Lineker 
presents coverage of the final 
from Wembley Stadium, 
where the Gunners will be 
trying to retain the title they 
won last year, and the Villans 
will aim to lift this trophy for 
the first time since 1957. Tim 
Sherwood has revitalised the 
Villa side since taking over 
from Paul Lambert back in 
February, most noticeably by 
placing an emphasis on the 
attackingsideofthegame, 
which in turn has led to star 
striker Christian Benteke 
recapturing the type of form 
that garnered much acclaim 
prior to his long-term absence 
through injury. Subsequent 
programmes are subject to 
change. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Box. (R) 12.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 12.10 Football Focus. 

I. 00 Gary Lineker on the Road to FA Cup 
Glory. (R) 2.05 FA Cup T0TP2. 2.30 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 3.25 FA Cup: 
The Road to Wembley. (R) 3.55 MOTD 
Live: FA Cup Final Build-Up. A look ahead 
to the 134th staging of the showpiece 
encounter. 5.15 MOTD Live: The FA Cup. 
Arsenal v Aston Villa (Kick-off 5.30pm). 

7.50 BBC News. 

8.00 Regional Programme. 

8.05 The National Lottery: Who Dares 
Wins. Following last week’s 
Eurovision special, Nick Knowles 
returns with the game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers battle it out by listing as 
much as they know about a given 
subject. The first couple to win two 
rounds get to play for £50,000 and 
each time the champions defeat a 
new set of opponents their 
winnings mount up. Includes the 
live Lotto and Thunderball draws, 
presented by Gaby Roslin. 

8.55 Casualty. Marcus, a young, 

talented skater, gets mixed up with 
the wrong crowd and ends up 
robbing an arcade run by the 
unscrupulous proprietor Keong. 
When the situation escalates, a 
skate-shop owner tries to stop the 
incident coming to a tragic end. 
Meanwhile, in the Emergency 
Department, Charlie worries about 
Louis’s wellbeing following his 
return from Romania, and Lily 
helps a young woman - who 
happens to be one of Keong’s 
employees - escape a difficult 
situation involving a wager placed 
on her ailing mother’s odds of 
survival by her decidedly dodgy 
boss. 

9.45 The John Bishop Show. New 

series. An evening of 
entertainment at the Hackney 
Empire theatre in London, 
featuring performances by Paul 
Weller, Beardyman, Trevor Noah, 
James Acaster and Felicity Ward. 
10.30 BBC News; Weather. 

10.50 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. 

Arsenal v Aston Villa. Highlights of 
the final at Wembley Stadium; 
National Lottery Update. 

II. 25 Film: Shanghai Noon. (2000) 

Comedy Western, starring Jackie 
Chan and Owen Wilson. 

1.10 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.15 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Film: Battle Cry. (1955) 8.30 FA 
Cup Rewind: Classic Finals. 9.30 MOTD 
Kickabout: FA Cup Final. 10.00 FA Cup’s 
50 Greatest Moments. (R) 12.00 Alex 
Polizzi: Chefs on Trial. (R) 1.00 James 
Martin’s Food Map of Britain. (R) 1.10 
Hitch. (R) 2.10 Living Famously. (R) 

3.10 Film: Rear Window. (1954) 
Hitchcock thriller, starring James 
Stewart. 5.00 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Gardeners’World. Joe Swift 
meets a florist in Surrey who has 
perfected the art of kokedama - a 
modern take on the hanging 
basket. Plus, a visit to South Africa 
to learn more about the Cape 
primrose. (R) 

6.30 Britain’s Greatest Generation. A 

look at individuals who played 
their part in creating a more 
culturally diverse post-war Britain, 
including Earl Cameron, George 
Montague and Brian Rix. Last in 
the series. (R) 

7.30 Edwardian Farm. Alex Langlands, 
Peter Ginn and Ruth Goodman try 
to take Morwellham Quay in Devon 
back to its Edwardian heyday, 
beginning by setting up home in a 
cottage. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and his 
platoon have their hands full with 
two German prisoners and the 
arrival of a suspicious Polish 
captain. Comedy, starring Arthur 
Lowe and John Le Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Film: Quartet. (2012) Three 
former opera singers prepare for 
their annual concert to mark 
Verdi’s birthday and raise funds 
for their retirement home. 

However, this year, a famous 
diva has joined the group, and 
her history with the others 
threatens the performance. 
Comedy drama, directed by Dustin 
Hoffman and starring Maggie 
Smith, Billy Connolly, Tom 
Courtenay, Pauline Collins and 
Michael Gambon. 

10.35The Many Faces of DameJudi 
Dench. Charting the Oscar- 
winning actress’s rise to fame, 
including a clip of an early TV 
appearance in Z Cars, and 
exploring how she achieved 
success on the small screen and in 
Hollywood. (R) 

11.35 Film: The Shipping News. (2001) 
Drama, starring Kevin Spacey, 
Julianne Moore and Judi Dench. 

1.20 Film: Comfort and Joy. (1984) 3.00 
This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (Rj 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 
Super 4. (R) 7.45 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 
8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Jeremy 
Kyle Show. (R) 10.20 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 11.25 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 12.30 ITV News; Weather. 12.40 Doc 
Martin. (R) 1.40 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 2.40 Film: Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets. (2002) Fantasy 
adventure sequel, starring Daniel 
Radcliffe. 5.40 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 
6.05 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.15 ITV News; Weather. 

6.30 The Magic Show Story. Stephen 
Mulhern, himself an active 
member of the Magic Circle, 
embarks on an exploration of 60 
years of illusions as he celebrates 
the art of the TV magician. Along 
the way, he speaks to performers 
past and present, including Darcy 
Oake, Paul Daniels, Anita Harris 
and Penn and Teller, he recalls 
headline-grabbing stunts that 
captured the public’s imagination, 
including Dynamo levitating above 
London’s Shard, and David 
Blaine’s ice prison. He also reveals 
how ground-breaking performers 
such as David Nixon and Tommy 
Cooper were among the first to 
bring magic to the masses via the 
medium of TV, and investigates 
how the typical illusionist has 
transformed from the tuxedoed 
man pulling a rabbit from his hat, 
into the hip, young street 
magicians now finding fame in a 
new millennium. 

7.30 Ninja Warrior UK. The grand final 
of the contest, in which the most 
successful contestants must 
ascend Mount Midoriyama one 
last time before the UK’s first Ninja 
Warrior is named. Last in the 
series. 

8.30 Film: The Amazing Spider-Man. 

(2012) Premiere. Superhero 
adventure reboot, starring Andrew 
Garfield and Rhys Ifans. 

11.10 ITV News; Weather. 

11.25 Film: TT: Closer to the Edge. 

(2011) Documentary following the 
annual Tourist Trophy motorcycle 
race held on the Isle of Man, which 
carries a reputation for danger, 
with riders frequently being killed. 

1.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. (R) 3.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.40 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.05 
Transvulcania Ultra Marathon. 7.30 FIM 
Superbike World Championship. 8.00 
The Morning Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (Rj 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 
Frasier. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.30 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 
12.00 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.25 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD. (R) 1.25 
Channel 4 Racing. Live coverage from 
Haydock Park, York and Newmarket. 

4.15 Film: Pride and Prejudice. (2005) 
Period drama, starring Keira Knightley. 
6.40 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Inside Jaguar: Making a Million 
Pound Car. Mark Evans follows 
the creation of the Lightweight 
E-type, the manufacturer’s most 
expensive car ever, finding out 
exactly what goes into building a 
vehicle fit for a millionaire. Plans 
were made for 18 of the cars to be 
built back in 1963, but only 12 
were ever produced - and now 
another six are being put together 
by specialist engineers to finally 
finish the project. However, the 
presenter discovers that not 
everyone is happy with the 
situation. (R) 

8.00 Walking Through History: Wigan 
Pier. Tony Robinson embarks on a 
towpath exploration of industrial 
engineering along the Leeds and 
Liverpool Canal, tracing the story 
of its chaotic construction. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Woman in Black. 

(2012) A lawyer tormented by the 
death of his wife is sent to a 
remote village to put deceased 
client Alice Drablow’s affairs in 
order. The locals are suspicious of 
outsiders and determined to keep 
the area’s tragic history a secret, 
and the late Mrs Drablow’s isolated 
house seems to be haunted by a 
vengeful spirit that seems hell¬ 
bent on redressing a decades-past 
grievance. Horror based on Susan 
Hill’s novel, with Daniel Radcliffe 
and Ciaran Hinds. 

10.55 Film: The X Files: I Want to 
Believe. (2008) Paranormal 
investigators Mulder and Scully 
come out of hiding to help the FBI 
investigate sinister experiments. 
Sci-fi thriller sequel, with David 
Duchovny and Gillian Anderson. 

1.00 Jimmy Carr: Telling Jokes. (R) 1.55 
Hollyoaks. (R) 4.05 Grand Designs 
Australia. (R) 5.00 Phil: Secret Agent 
Down Under. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Chinese Food in 
Minutes. 10.50 The Hotel Inspector: 
Abroad. (R) 11.50 The Nightmare 
Neighbour Next Door. (R) 12.45 Film: 
Corrina, Corrina. (1994) Family drama 
set in the 1950s, starring Whoopi 
Goldberg. 3.00 Film: Columbo: Murder, 
Smoke and Shadows. (1989) Crime 
drama, starring Peter Falk. 5.05 Film: 
Columbo: Dagger of the Mind. (1972) 
Detective drama, starring Peter Falk and 
Honor Blackman. 

6.50 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v New 
Zealand. Highlights of the second 
day in the second Test of the two- 
match series, which takes place at 
Headingley. England have been on 
a downward spiral in this format of 
the game after reaching the 
summit of the ICC Test rankings 
several years ago, and entered this 
series as the fifth-ranked nation, 
which is in contrast to New 
Zealand, who recently rose to third 
and were looking to continue their 
good form. Presented by Mark 
Nicholas, who also commentates 
alongside Michael Vaughan, 
Geoffrey Boycott and Simon 
Hughes. 

8.00 Pets Make You Laugh Out Loud. 

Dave Spikey and Zoe Lyons 
introduce another compilation of 
internet videos, with this edition 
featuring stir-crazy hamsters, 
tortoises with attitude problems, 
foul-mouthed parrots and a water- 
skiing squirrel. There are also clips 
of a pet pig that is an Instagram 
star, and a cat who caused an 
online sensation when its owner 
discovered its nose worked as a 
remote control for the bedside 
lamp. (R) 

9.00 Big Brother: Timebomb. Friday’s 
highlights, including housemates’ 
reactions to the latest eviction, 
revealing how the departure has 
affected the remaining contestants 
- and whether the outcome of the 
public vote has anyone else fearing 
for their place in the competition. 

10.00 Most Shocking Celebrity 

Moments 2014. Countdown of the 
biggest showbusiness stories and 
scandals of the year, from Solange 
Knowles attacking Jay-Z in a lift to 
Russell Brand’s attempt to start a 
revolution. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 Big Brother: 
Timebomb. (R) 4.00 Furious & Funny: 
Caught on Camera. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.00 FA Cup’s 50 Greatest 
Moments 10.00 Happy Valley 11.00 
Family Guy 1.15 Murder in Successville 

I. 45 Nick Helm’s Heavy Entertainment 

2.15 Festivals, Sex & Suspicious Parents 

3.15 Russell Howard’s Good News 3.45 
In Deep 4.00 Close 

BBC Four 

7.00 Blue Note: A Story of Modern Jazz 

8.30 Jazz 625: The Dave Brubeck Quartet 
9.00 1864 11.00 Kenny Rogers: Cards 
on the Table 12.00 Country Queens at the 
BBC 1.00 Top of the Pops: 1980 1.40 
Bullseyes and Beer-When Darts Hit 
Britain: Timeshift 2.40 Timeshift: The 
Golden Age of Coach Travel 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

II . 55 Film: The Little Vampire (2000) 

I. 50 Mr Bean 2.55 Totally Bonkers 
Guinness World Records 3.20 Britain’s 
Got Talent 4.55 Britain’s Got Talent 
Results 5.25 Film: Jurassic Park 
(1993) 8.00 Film: Something Borrowed 
(2011) 10.15 Film: Troy (2004) 1.25 The 
Keith Lemon Sketch Show 1.55 Crazy 
Beaches 2.40 The Hot Desk: Kelly 
Clarkson 2.50 Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 
Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.05 Film: Housesitter (1992) 2.10 
Wycliffe 3.15 Film: Columbo: Double 
Exposure (1973) 4.50 Lewis 6.55 
Rosemary & Thyme 8.00 Foyle’s War 
10.00 Inspector Wexford 11.40 Wire in 
the Blood 12.45 Ghostboat 2.05 ITV3 
Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

9.00 Film: The Dead Pool (1988) Action 
thriller sequel, starring Clint Eastwood. 
10.55 Premiership Rugby Union 11.55 
Film: Mortal Kombat (1995) 2.00 Minder 
3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

II. 00 New Girl 12.00 Melissa & Joey 

I. 00 The Goldbergs 2.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.00 Film: 17 Again (2009) 5.00 
Made in Chelsea 6.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Haywire (2011) 10.50 
Gogglebox 12.55 The Big Bang Theory 
2.25 2 Broke Girls 2.50 How I Met Your 
Mother 3.30 Rules of Engagement 4.20 
New Girl 4.45 Melissa & Joey 5.10 Make 
It or Break It 

Film4 

II. 00 Marmaduke (2010) 1.00 Home 
Alone 3 (1997) 3.05 Ice Age (2002) 4.40 
Mirror Mirror (2012) 6.50 Mission: 
Impossible (1996) 9.00 Star Trek (2009) 

11.30 Ghost Rider: Spirit of Vengeance 
(2011) 1.20 No Country for Old Men 
(2007) 3.45 Close 
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SUNDAY’S TV MAY 31 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Fiona Bruce 


Antiques Roadshow 
BBC1, 8pm 

Fiona Bruce and the team 
visit Ashton Court in 
Bristol, where they 
examine a piece of street 
art by Banksy in a local 
doorway. Expert Rupert 
Maas reveals the difficulty 
of valuing graffiti by an 
artist whose identity is a 
closely guarded secret. 
Other finds include a 19th- 
century automaton that 
can smoke a cigarette, a 
nautilus shell engraved 
with a picture of the city's 
suspension bridge, a globe 
clock that provides a 
surprise to its owner and a 
posset pot that may have 
origins closer to home than 


6.00 Breakfast 8.25 MOTD: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew 
Marr Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 
11.00 Sunday Politics. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
VE Day 70: A Party to Remember. (R) 
3.10 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

3.40 Flog It! (R) 4.25 Regional 
Programme. 4.55 Points of View. 5.10 
Songs of Praise. 5.45 Pointless 
Celebrities. (R) 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team visits the 
Channel Islands, where Matt Baker 
investigates the legacy of 
naturalist Gerald Durrell. Ellie 
Harrison helps out with an 
unusual habitat restoration 
on the site of an old holiday 
camp and discovers Guernsey’s 
history of tomato growing. John 
Craven visits a cream dairy on 
Sark, Charlotte Smith finds out 
about a resilient weed, and Adam 
Henson encounters woolly pigs. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 


8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
and the team visit Ashton Court in 
Bristol, where they examine a 
piece of street art by Banksy in a 
local doorway. Expert Rupert Maas 
reveals the difficulty of valuing 
graffiti by an artist whose identity 
is a closely guarded secret. Other 
finds include a 19th-century 
automaton that can smoke a 
cigarette, a nautilus shell engraved 
with a picture of the city’s 
suspension bridge, a globe clock 
that provides a surprise to its 
owner and a posset pot that may 
have origins closer to home than 
expected. 

9.00 Jonathan Strange & Mr Norrell. 

Strange arrives in Spain to show 
Lord Wellington how he might use 
his magical talents to fight the 
Napoleonic armies, while Mr 
Norrell battles to keep his secrets 
hidden. 

10.00BBC News. 


10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Live at the Apollo. Danny Bhoy 
hosts an evening of stand-up at 
the Apollo in Hammersmith, 
London, introducing routines by 
Miles Jupp and Lee Nelson. (R) 
11.15Film: Buried. (2010)Thriller, 
starring Ryan Reynolds. 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 


6.00 Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 

6.30 FA Cup Rewind: Classic Finals. 7.30 
Countryfile. (R) 8.30 Gardeners’ World. 
(R) 9.00 The Beechgrove Garden. 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 Mary 
Berry’s Absolute Favourites. (R) 11.30 
Live Rowing. 1.50 Athletics. 2.50 Live 
Triathlon. The ITU World Triathlon Series 
meeting from Hyde Park, London. 

6.00 Hotel India. The Taj Mahal 

Palace’s deputy general manager 
Parveen oversees Christie’s first- 
ever auction of Indian art in its 
country of origin - and the hope is 
that Mumbai’s super-rich will 
break a world sales record. 
Concierge Satish attends to 
regular guests Peter and Suzie 
Noble, who have shipped their 
vintage Lanchester car from Essex 
to tour the subcontinent, while 
musician and composer Anoushka 
Shankar returns to the hotel where 
her father Ravi first taught George 
Harrison of the Beatles to play the 
sitar. (R) 

7.00 A Very British Airline. Operations 
manager Kevin Mackenzie 
discusses the challenges of 
working out of Heathrow and two 
trainee airline pilots reach the end 
of their course. Last in the series. 
(R) 

8.00 Demolition: The Wrecking Crew. 

A Hull estate is evacuated so the 
city’s tallest building can be 
demolished, and Debbie Burns 
takes on a £750million renovation 
project at Birmingham New Street. 
Last in the series. 

9.00 Armada-12 Days to Save 

England. Dan Snow tells the story 
of the naval battle in 1588 that 
could have led to the conquest of 
Britain, and examines how the 
prospect of invasion affected 
Elizabeth I’s royal court. 

10.00 Rev. Alex gives birth in dramatic 
circumstances, and Adam teams 
up with a local imam to help save a 
playground. Comedy, starring Tom 
Hollander and Olivia Colman. (R) 

10.30 Sir Stanley Matthews: The 
Wizard of Wembley. 

Documentary about the 1953 FA 
Cup Final between Blackpool and 
Bolton Wanderers, in which 
Stanley Matthews sealed his 
reputation as one of England’s 
greatest ever footballers. 

11.00Film: Frost/Nixon. (2008) Drama, 
starring Frank Langella. 

12.55 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.50 


6.00 CITV: Fort Boyard Ultimate 
Challenge. 6.25 Pat & Stan. (R) 6.35 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 
Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 7.00 
Canimals. (R) 7.15 Sooty. (R) 7.30 Fort 
Boyard Ultimate Challenge. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Judge 
Rinder. (R) 10.25 Judge Rinder. (R) 
11.25 Judge Rinder.(R) 12.25 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.40 The Unforgettable 
Frankie Howerd. (R) 1.10 Film: Junior. 

(1994) Comedy, starring Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 3.15 Midsomer 
Murders. (R) 5.15 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 
6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.40 Celebrity Squares. Life’s Too 
Short star Warwick Davis hosts a 
revival of the classic game show 
originally presented by Bob 
Monkhouse. Jimmy Carr is in the 
centre square, with Tracy-Ann 
Oberman, Matt Forde, Sarah-Jane 
Crawford, Marek Larwood, Joe 
Swash and Kerry Godliman joining 
regulars Tim Vine and Joe 
Wilkinson in the celebrity grid this 
week. 

7.30 Britain’s Got Talent Final. Ant and 

Dec host the conclusion of this 
year’s talent search, as the last few 
acts to make it through the 
previous week’s five semi-finals 
perform once more for judges 
Simon Cowell, Amanda Holden, 
David Walliams and Alesha Dixon. 
It’s then over to the British public, 
as viewers’ votes decide who 
should be this year’s champion, 
winning a prize of £250,000 and a 
chance to perform in this year’s 
Royal Variety Show. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Nation’s Favourite Queen 
Song. The legendary rock band’s 
20 greatest hits, as decided by the 
public, featuring interviews with 
Brian May, Roger Taylor and 
celebrity fans. Matt Lucas 
narrates. (R) 

11.40 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith is joined by David 
Flatman to present highlights of 
the Premiership final from 
Twickenham, where this year’s 
champions were decided. 

12.30 The Store. Home shopping. 2.30 
Motorsport UK. High-speed coverage 
from around the country. 3.20 ITV 
Nightscreen. Text-based information 
service. 5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. The 
host invites guests to air their differences 


6.20 How I Met Your Mother. (R) 6.45 
How I Met Your Mother. (R) 7.10 
Caterham Motorsport. 7.35 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.35 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 2.25 Film: 
Tooth Fairy. (2010) Family comedy, 
starring Dwayne Johnson. 4.30 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Home or Away. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Speed with Guy Martin. Speed 
freak Guy Martin embarks on a 
mission to fly using muscle power 
alone, by building the world’s 
fastest human-powered aircraft. 

He heads to Southampton 
University where, in 1961, Derek 
Piggot became the first man to fly 
under his own power. Guy teams 
up with a group of engineers from 
the same university to build a 
plane that Guy will ride like a 
bicycle - will he manage to fly into 
the record books? (R) 

8.00 For the Love of Cars. Philip and 
Ant take a 100-mile road trip from 
Bristol to the Devonshire coast in a 
VW camper van, and reveal how 
motoring was revolutionised by 
the air-cooled engine used in this 
vehicle and several other iconic 
cars. Along the way, they meet a 
car collector who owns seven 
Citroen 2CVs and come to the aid 
of a driver who wants their help 
restoring his treasured VW Beetle 
so it can be sold at auction. 

9.00 Film: Shutter Island. (2010) 
Premiere. A US marshal, 
traumatised by his past, heads to a 
hospital for the criminally insane 
on a remote island to investigate 
the disappearance of a woman 
who murdered her children. As the 
case unfolds, he begins to suspect 
the doctors are hiding something 
- and that a grisly fate awaits all 
the patients on a sinister ward. 
Martin Scorsese’s mystery thriller, 
starring Leonardo DiCaprio, Mark 
Ruffalo and Ben Kingsley. 

11.40 Film: Fracture. (2007) A man 
shoots his wife, confesses to the 
crime, and represents himself in 
court, where he demolishes the 
prosecution’s case. Thriller, 
starring Anthony Hopkins. 

1.40 Alan Carr: Chatty Man. (R) 2.35 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 4.40 Phil: Secret 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.20 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.35 Pip Ahoy! (R) 6.45 
The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.55 Mio Mao. 

(R) 7.00 Chloe’s Closet. (R) 7.15 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.20 Make 
Way for Noddy. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.45 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 7.50 Little 
Princess. (R) 8.05 Wanda and the Alien. 
(R) 8.15 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 
8.20 Zack and Quack. (R) 8.30 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.00 LazyTown. (R) 9.30 
Dora and Friends. (R) 10.00 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.35 Access. 

10.45 Ultimate Police Interceptors. (R) 

11.45 Ultimate Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.45 Ultimate Police Interceptors. (R) 

1.45 Film: See Spot Run. (2001) 
Comedy, starring David Arquette. 3.40 
Film: Land of the Lost. (2009) Comedy 
adventure, starring Will Ferrell. 5.25 
Film: Robin Hood. (1973) Disney 
animation, with the voices of Terry- 
Thomas and Peter Ustinov. 

7.00 Cricket on 5. England v New 

Zealand. Highlights of the third day 
in the second Test of the two- 
match series, which takes place at 
Headingley. Yorkshire opener 
Adam Lyth will be hoping to put in 
a good performance in front of his 
home crowd after making his 
England debut in the First Test, 
while his county teammates Gary 
Ballance and Joe Root will also 
look to impress. Presented by 
Mark Nicholas, who also 
commentates alongside Michael 
Vaughan, Geoffrey Boycott and 
Simon Hughes. 

8.00 Film: Joe Kidd. (1972) A bounty 
hunter is asked to capture a 
Mexican rebel, and accepts the job 
after the outlaw’s men attack his 
own ranch. But when he witnesses 
the cruel methods used by his 
employer, he resolves to bring the 
fugitive to a fair trial rather than let 
him face rough justice. Western, 
starring Clint Eastwood, Robert 
Duvall and John Saxon. Edited for 
language and violence. 

9.50 5 News Weekend. 

10.00 Big Brother: Timebomb. Daily 
round-up of highlights, featuring 
the latest tasks, games, 
arguments, diary room visits and 
chit-chat in the aftermath of the 
recent eviction. 

11.00 Film: InTime. (2011) Sci-fi 
thriller, with Justin Timberlake. 
1.05 SuperCasino. 3.10 Gotham. (R) 


BBC Three 

7.00 Top Gear 8.05 Don’t Tell the Bride 
9.00 Film: Leave to Remain (2013) 

10.30 Family Guy 11.15 American Dad! 
11.35 Family Guy 12.00 Murder in 
Successville 12.30 Festivals, Sex & 
Suspicious Parents 1.30 Russell 
Howard’s Good News 2.00 Nick Helm’s 
Heavy Entertainment 2.30 Murder in 
Successville 3.00 Don’t Tell the Bride 
4.00 Close 
BBC Four 

7.00 Benjamin Britten on Camera 8.00 
Nature’s Great Events 10.00 
Metamorphosis - The Science of Change 
11.00 BB King - The Life of Riley 12.40 
When Pop Ruled My Life: The Fans’ Story 

1.40 I’m in a Boy Band! 2.40 Jazz Divas 
Gold 3.40 Close 

ITV2 

11.55 Take Me Out 1.10 Take Me Out - 
The Gossip 1.50 Film: Kangaroo Jack 
(2003) 3.35 Film: Cats & Dogs (2001) 
5.20 Film: Freaky Friday (2003) 7.25 
Film: The Lost World: Jurassic Park 
(1997) 10.00 Britain’s Got More Talent 
11.00 Film: The Fast and the Furious 
(2001) 1.10 Crazy Beaches 1.35 Viral Tap 
2.10 Teleshopping 5.40 ITV2 
Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.25 Inspector Morse 2.40 Film: The 
Nun’s Story (1959) 5.40 Inspector Morse 
8.00 Lewis 10.00 A Touch of Frost 12.10 
Film: The Pianist (2002) 2.50 Ghostboat 
4.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 4.05 Emmerdale 
ITV4 

9.00 Cycling: Tour Series 10.00 Film: 
Mars Attacks! (1996) 12.10 Film: Village 
of the Damned (1995) 2.15 Nitro Circus 

2.40 Movies Now 2.50 ITV4 Nightscreen 
3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

12.00 Made in Chelsea 1.00 New Girl 
2.00 How I Met Your Mother 3.00 The 
Goldbergs 4.00 The Big Bang Theory 
5.00 Film: Clueless (1995) 6.55 The Big 
Bang Theory 10.00 Gogglebox 12.05 The 
Big Bang Theory 1.30 Brooklyn Nine- 
Nine 2.00 Rude Tube 2.55 Virtually 
Famous 3.30 The Cleveland Show 3.50 
Hollyoaks 
Film4 

11.00 Warlords of Atlantis (1978) 1.00 
First Daughter (2004) 3.10 A Monster in 
Paris (2011) 5.05 The Spiderwick 
Chronicles (2008) 6.55 Terminal Velocity 
(1994) 9.00 Byzantium (2012) Vampire 
horror, with Gemma Arterton and Saoirse 
Ronan. 11.20 Shell (2012) Drama, 
starring Chloe Pirrie. 1.10 The General’s 


'The Early Years provision is outstanding. The Early Years classes provide safe, vibrant places for children to start their school life" - Ofsted 
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Free nursery places are available for children aged 3 and 4 in our spacious 
and well resourced Nursery Class which was recently graded as 
‘OUTSTANDING’ by Ofsted and The Archdiocese of Birmingham along with 
the whole school that was also judged to be ‘OUTSTANDING’ in every area. 


We offer 15 hours of high quality Nursery education with a qualified teacher 
and qualified support staff. Parents can choose between mornings 8.30am 
to 11.30am or afternoons 12.30pm to 3.30pm, Monday to Friday. 


Your child can start any time from the term after their 3rd birthday right up 
until they are due to start school. Children start in our Nursery when they 
are aged 3 or 4. 


o 


The table to the right tells you when your child can start in our Nursery. 


Contact the school office on 01384 818 925 



^ May > June > July, August 


The y can start 


our Nursery from.- 


siT oe, ^^r. 




January, February, March 


==£==•- 


SSS-'s-c 


to arrange a visit to our Nursery where you can see us in action and meet staff. 

You will be made very welcome and we look forward to seeing you. 

St Joseph's Catholic Primary School, Hillcrest Road, Dudley, DY2 7PW • www.st-jo-dud.dudley.sch.uk 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 25 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Carry On Cruising, ITV, 11.40pm 

The captain of a cruise ship bound for the 
Mediterranean is less than impressed when five of his 
regular shipmates are replaced at the last minute. 
Despite their best efforts to earn his respect and an 
eagerness to please, the new recruits seem doomed 
to cause chaos whatever they do. Comedy, starring 
Sid James, Kenneth Williams, Liz Fraser and Kenneth 
Connor. (1962) 

TUESDAY 

White Oleander, BBC1,11.35pm 

A 15-year-old girl’s happy life is thrown into upheaval 
when her mother is sentenced to life imprisonment for 
murdering her lover. Astrid spends the rest of her 
adolescence drifting from one foster home to another, 
but her mother remains a constant influence in her 
life. Drama based on Janet Fitch’s novel, starring 
Alison Lohman, Michelle Pfeiffer, Renee Zellweger, 
Robin Wright and Billy Connolly. (2002) 



WEDNESDAY 

Eagle Eye, BBC1,11.15pm 

Two strangers find themselves on the run from the 
authorities when they receive mysterious phone calls 
informing them their lives are in danger. They are 
forced to follow the instructions of a woman who is 
tracking their every move, while at the same time 
trying to discover who is behind the conspiracy. 
Thriller, starring Shia LaBeouf, Michelle Monaghan, 
Rosario Dawson and Michael Chiklis. (2008) 

THURSDAY 

Hannah’s Law, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Premiere. A female bounty hunter goes in search of 
the outlaws who killed her parents, assisted by a 
young Wyatt Earp. Western, with Sara Canning and 
John Pyper-Ferguson. (2012) 

FRIDAY 

Music and Lyrics, ITV, 10.40pm 

A washed-up pop idol seeks the help of the woman 
who looks after his plants to write a song for a 
teenage music star. Romantic comedy, starring Hugh 
Grant, Drew Barrymore, Brad Garret and Kristen 
Johnston||fll| 


Series proves it still 
has a winning formula 


W hile The X Factor may appear 
to be on borrowed time, some 
people are saying the show’s 
creator Simon Cowell is losing his 
golden touch. 

And the likes of Red or Black? and 
Grease Is the Word were hardly as 
successful at his Idol, X Factor and 
Got Talent franchise, were they? 

Nevertheless, the latter of that 
smash-hit TV trio continues to go from 
strength to strength. 

It has now spawned spin-offs in over 
50 countries and the British 
incarnation still looks just as fresh and 
exciting as it did when it made its 
debut back in 2007 
Tonight, the curtain falls on the ninth 
series of the talent search, and it has 
been one of the best so far, with a 
plethora of rough showbiz diamonds 
taking their chance to sparkle. 

As well as the usual deluded 
talentless performers being given their 
15 (well two) minutes of fame, and 
providing Ant and Dec with priceless 
comedy material, over the last eight 
weeks viewers have witnessed some 
remarkable acts taking to the stage. 


Among those who have beat the 
buzzer and got the magic four yeses 
were a group of dads dancing to hip- 
hop music, a contortionist from Essex, 
a Russian trampoline artist, a 
burlesque dance troupe from Hull, and 
a comedy hypnotist with a pet dog. 

Although these acts have added 
variety, it seems most of the major 
contenders for the prize of £250,000 
and the chance to perform at this 
year’s Royal Variety Show will once 
again be singers and dancers. 

Crooner Calum Scott, who was the 
beneficiary of Cowell’s Golden Buzzer, 
and Siberian shadow dance 
sensations UDI were the front runners 
with the bookies before last week’s 
semi-finals got underway. 

They were closely followed by 
Revelation Avenue, choir Cor 
Glenaethwy, operatic singer Emma 
Jones and five-piece London dance 
act, Boyband. However, don’t be 
surprised if there’s an upset tonight. 

After all, Scottish singer Susan 
Boyle was a massive odds-on 
favourite back in 2009, and ended up 
losing out to dance group Diversity. 


Boyle has proved to be somewhat 
of an anomaly in the show, as she’s 
arguably the only runner-up who has 
managed to carve out a lucrative post- 
BGT career. 

So with the success of this series, 
will the awesome foursome of Cowell, 
Amanda Holden, David Walliams and 
Alesha Dixon be back for the show’s 
lOth-anniversary run next year? 

There have been rumours that 
Walliams may be about to quit the 
panel, but in a recent interview with 
Radio Times, the comedian seems 
quite happy with his role, and was 
still revelling in the fact that he was 
voted the public’s Favourite Judge at 
the National Television Awards in 
February. 

Nevertheless, despite Walliams’ NTA 
award and the struggles of the X 
Factor, the show’s creator Cowell is in 
no doubt who is still the main man. 

“’Mine is the opinion people want to 
hear,” he boasts. 

“It’s annoying but true.” Walliams 
adds. 

And with the ongoing success of 
BGT, who can argue? 



Ant and Dec host Britain’s Got Talent Final, Sunday, ITV, 7.30pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 
Man Down 
Channel 4,10pm 

Greg Davies’ wonderfully silly sitcom returns for a 
new series. The last time we saw his alter ego, Dan, 
he was coming to terms with his father’s death in a 
well-received Christmas special that managed to 
raise a smile while providing a tribute to the man 
who played the crazy patriarch, Rik Mayall. Despite 
his absence from the series, Mayall continues to 
loom large, as Dan spends much of this run 
attempting to step from out of his dad’s shadow and 
finally grow up - a task which is far easier said than 
done for a fortysomething with the mental age 
younger than that of the children he teaches. 
Meanwhile, his friends Jo and Brian are otherwise 
occupied with mysterious projects of their own. 

TUESDAY 
The Syndicate 
BBC1,9pm 

New series. The return of Kay Mellor’s drama, this 
time following the staff at a Scarborough manor 
house whose numbers come up on the lottery - 
making them instantly richer than the family they 
serve ‘upstairs’. It’s all hands on deck at Hazlewood 
Manor in preparation for the annual shoot, although 
with the Lord’s health failing and debts rising, the 


workers are struggling to keep up appearances on a 
shoestring budget. The future of the house might be 
in jeopardy, but gardener Godfrey isn’t too worried - 
he has been working on his lottery formula for years 
and he thinks he has finally cracked it. 


The Secret Life of Your House 
ITV, 9pm 

Viewers may need a strong stomach for this 
documentary in which George McGavin infests a 
house with thousands of animals normally 
thought of as pests in an experiment 
designed to give an insight into the ecology 
that exists under people’s noses. After 
introducing creatures such as spiders, mice 
and cockroaches to the property, George, 
who even sleeps between bug-infested 
sheets for the night, lets them loose for a 
month to find out what they get up to. 


WEDNESDAY 
Long Lost Family 
ITV, 9pm 

Hankies at the ready - Davina McCall and 
Nicky Campbell are back with the most tear- 
jerking show on the telly, as they reunite more 
people with long-lost loved ones. 

Among tonight’s lucky and 


emotional beneficiaries are Susan and Chris, who 
were childhood sweethearts in 1962 when they 
discovered they were expecting their first child. Too 
young to care for the baby themselves, their 
parents stepped in and arranged for their son to be 
adopted. Now, having just celebrated their 50th 
/ wedding anniversary, they are hoping to 
find him. Meanwhile, in Poole, Dorset, 

1 former soldier Paul Wright reveals how 

f he was forced to leave his girlfriend 
and baby daughter in West Germany 
when he was posted back to the 
UK in 1985. Eventually losing 
touch with his family, he now 
i wants to meet up with his 
daughter and explain the 
reasons for his decision. 

THURSDAY 
Dementiaville 
Channel 4, 9pm 

It’s been predicted that in the 
future, one in three people in the 
UK will be affected by dementia. Yet 
despite this, it remains a complex 
disease with no known cure. This new 

_three-part series 

aims to offer an 



Man Down, Monday, Channel 4,10pm 


insight into the illness by exploring the idea of 
memory, and also looking at how different people 
deal with it. The first edition visits Poppy Lodge, a 
care home which takes a controversial approach to 
dementia. As the condition frequently destroys 
recent memories while leaving some older ones in 
tact, the staff have decided that rather than trying to 
bring the residents back to reality, they will instead 
help them embrace their own perceptions by 
recreating moments from their past. 

FRIDAY 

Holy Grail Conspiracy: Secrets of the 
Knights Templar 
Channel 5,8pm 

This fascinating series, which explores some of the 
events depicted in the Bible and tries to work out 
whether they could really have happened, concludes 
with an insight into one of the most secret societies 
ever formed - the Knights Templar. Hugely powerful 
during the Middle Ages, it is said to have owned the 
Holy Grail, know Christ’s bloodline, have discovered 
the New World a century before Columbus and 
carried out numerous good works while promoting 
religious faith. But, as this programme reveals, after 
falling foul of France’s King Philip IV in the 14th 
century, the Templars were declared to be devil- 
worshippers and shunned. 



HENLEY 
1 FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Independently Family Owned and Run 
Business Proudly Serving Families 
And The Local Community 
For Over 2 Decades 

Private Family Rooms - Private Chapels of Rest 
Home Visits Available on Request 
Pre Planned Funerals 

CALL FREE ON 0800 05 65 64 
Emily Lkmse, Worley Road, Oldbury 



★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 

★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS 
A ★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS A 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

0 12 Month Guarantee 
0 All made to measure - 
Supply and Fit 

0 Washable Blinds Available 
0 Friendly, Personal Service 
0 Full Range of Colours 



ree mortgage advice 

Are you a first time buyer or thinking of moving home? 

For advice about mortgages talk to us! 


Call 0121 557 2551 to arrange to speak to one of our Mortgage Advisers about 
our range of mortgages. 


Our friendly, professional staff will ensure you get the right product to suit your needs. 
Although they can't advise you on which colour to choose! 



The co-operative funeralcare 


Locally owned by The Midcounties Co-operative 


Our caring staff are here to listen and 
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 


Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
- Memorial Masonry 


Penkridge 

Stafford Road 

Tel: 01785 712245 

Heath Hayes 

106 Hednesford Road 

Tel: 01543 495609 


Cannock Burntwood 

49 Park Road 3 Swan Island Shopping Centre 

Tel: 01543 572644 Tel: 01543 685375 


Lichfield 

1 Birmingham Road 

Tel: 01543 416660 


Rugeley 

17 Brereton Road 

Tel: 01889 582315 


www.coopfunerals.co.uk 


National Association 
of Funeral Directors 


Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 
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PUZZLES 


BRAIN GYM N0.327 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


D 

2 

3 

O 

Y 

w 

K 

M 

8 

G 

9 

s 

10 

U 

R 

12 

E 

13 

T 

14 z 

15 

H 

16 

A 

17 f 

18 

J 

19 

X 

20 

C 

21 

V 

22 

N 

23 

P 

24 

Q 

25 

L 

26 

B 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Be in no hurry and 
waddle around (6) 

4. To reveal hesitation 
spells downfall (6) 

9. Telephone for legal 
aid? (4,3,6) 

10. It’s obvious I’d enter 
the contest (7) 

11. Put oil on an eel 
that has been 
prepared (5) 

12. A trap set outside a 
second time (5) 

14. New lamps put into 
service (5) 

18. Game many take to 

(5) 

19. One illness after 
another (7) 

21. A tree leaning over 
a ramp, perhaps 
(8,5) 

22. Stop in a crooked 
side street (6) 

23. Fresh petals set out 
on the table (6) 


Down 

1. Clipped at the quay¬ 
side (6) 

2. They support the 
game, perhaps (7,6) 

3. Turner writes arti¬ 
cles (5) 

5. Not the sort of wa¬ 
ter-pipes common in 
most houses (7) 

6. It’s thick-skinned, 
colourless and 
unwanted (5,8) 

7. Staggered, but got 
in line (6) 

8. He’s around at the 
preliminary races 

(5) 

13. Examples of the 
more subtle type 
of humour that is 
found in clubs (7) 

15. Fighting together 
and all about to die 

(6) 

16. There may be a 
catch in it (5) 

17. People mending 
pipes? (6) 

20. Part of a jacket to 
copy in a fifty-fifty 
arrangement (5) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

1. Smother (6) 

1. Trifling (6) 

4. Boon (6) 

2. Calm (13) 

9. Arrogance (13) 

3. Extensive (5) 

10. Tackle (7) 

5. Replies (7) 

11. Follow (5) 

6. Exaggeration (13) 

12. Move quickly (5) 

7. Rota (6) 

14. Composition (5) 

8. Dwelling (5) 

18. Scope (5) 

13. Went to bed (7) 

19. Three-pronged spear (7) 

15. Fondle (6) 

21. Uneasiness (13) 

16. Vapour (5) 

22. Stable (6) 

17. Figurine (6) 

23. Health (6) 

20. Outcome (5) 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Candlesticks; 7 Ember; 8 
Plain; 9 Tug; 10 Leastwise; 11 Garage; 12 Relief; 

15 Treatment; 17 Air; 18 Earth; 19 Outre; 21 
Prophet of woe. Down: 1 Come together; 2 Lob; 
3 Stream; 4 Impatient; 5 Khaki; 6 Interference; 

7 Eager; 10 Lightship; 13 Inane; 14 Become; 

16 Error; 20 Too. QUICK - Across: 1 Make the 
grade; 7 Light; 8 Grain; 9 Inn; 10 Virulence; 11 
Ground; 12 Orders; 15 Austerity; 17 Pen; 18 
Learn; 19 Early; 21 Invertebrate. Down: 1 Mar¬ 
riageable; 2 Tag; 3 Entire; 4 Regularly; 5 Drain; 

6 Unreasonable; 7 Lento; 10 Vengeance; 13 
Empty; 14 Direct; 16 Stain; 20 Rub. 


What is acrophobia? 

Who played Hannibal Lecter in The 
Silence of the Lambs? 

Who was the Roman God of wine? 
Which composer’s last words were 
reputedly ‘I shall hear in heaven’? 
Who was the arch rival of Dan Dare? 


6. What is the symbol of the element 
sodium? 

7. What is the capital of the Canadian 
province of British Columbia? 

8. In what year was the QEII launched? 

9. Which Old Testament book comes 
between Joshua and Ruth? 

10. In which U.S. city is Logan airport? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 45; 2 Chile; 3 Cauliflower; 4 Jubilee; 
5 Lundy; 6 Forest of Arden; 7 Arno; 8 Bob 
Dylan; 9 Toto; 10 Mars. 

Niner: POLYNESIA 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

5637 gives a bird, 

4128 gives an animal, 

199 gives another animal. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 




If you’ve recently appeared 
in the Chronicle, why 
not order a copy of your 
photo? 

You could even turn your 
image into a canvas print, 
mug, glass coaster, jigsaw 
puzzle, mousemat and more! 


note: This service is 

not available for personal 
photographs and is only on 
selected prints. Copyright restrictions 
apply. Photos are available to view 
and order the next working day 
following publication. Allow 28 days 
for delivery. 


View and order online at: photos forsate. expressandstar, com 

or call: (Ol902) 319444 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm) 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

^ Telephone 0121 559 9985 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



l Friendly advise 
j from a family run 
,g business with 35 years 
experience. 

We offer a full range 
of services from free 
quote and design to 
installation central 
heating, building work, 
plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com j 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm safe 

Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm ■ 


TRANSFORM THE LOOK OF 
YOUR HOME AND CUT Y0UH 



Government Cashback Offer up to £3,850! 

H 



!? H,ps Prevent Condensation 


*Based on Energy Saving Trust figures 
for a detached house 


r- —ui ol 

\^ 2 S year SW/GA Guarantee 
MPrices start from £2100 (& 
B'ttOO bonus cashback for na 


} ce Available 



FORA NO OBLIGATION SURVEY AND QUOTE 

Call us free on 0800 107 3847 
www.sealinsulation.co.uk 


















































































































































PROPERTY 27 


Spacious family home 
has price tag of £S25k 

THIS distinctive detached family 
residence in Rookery Road, Wol¬ 
verhampton includes impressive 
accommodation including a stylish 
kitchen and an elegant living room 
and dining room. 

With ample off road parking, it is for sale 
through Skitts Estate Agents at £325,000. 

It has a living room with feature fireplace and 
sliding patio door to a conservatory, dining room 
and a kitchen with a range oven with an eight 
ring gas hob and stainless steel cooker hood. 

There is a galleried landing, three excellent 
bedrooms, bathroom with a white suite including 
floor and wall tiling and a chrome heated towel 
rail. The rear garden has a patio and brick utility 
room. 

For further information contact 01902 686868 
or visit the website at www.search.skitts.net 





Refurbished semi 


is available to rent 

THIS refurbished superb three-bedroomed 
semi with a garage in Castlecroft Lane, 

Castlecroft, is available to rent unfur¬ 
nished through Rogers & Partners at £680 
a month. 

It has a new kitchen with contemporary 
units and contrasting wood-effect working 
surfaces, a larder unit and a fully-tiled bath¬ 
room with a white suite, new flooring and 
a neutral decor throughout, double glazing 
and central heating and a lounge with wall 
inset fire. 

It is close to local schools and has off 
street parking. It has a private rear gar¬ 
den with patio area. Viewing is highly rec¬ 
ommended. Contact 01902 566666 or visit 
www.rogers-partners.com 



/ 




I 


/ 


1 


We give 

you more than Paul 
Dubberley, Skitts & Connells 
put together. More marketing, 
more viewings a better selling 
k price. It makes sense to use 
our award winning 
_ agents. 
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LOVE YOUR 
POSTCODE 


0800 862 0871 / 0121 557 1888 
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^PROPERTY 



Six-bedroomed home on 
three floors with annexe 

THIS individually designed and much im¬ 
proved family home in Harborne Road, Old¬ 
bury has six bedrooms, a wealth of original 
fittings and a granny annexe with an open- 
plan lounge/bedroom. 

An excellent investment, it has existing 
planning consent for multi-occupation pro¬ 
viding seven bedrooms and communal facil¬ 
ities. It is for sale through Derek Spires at 
£449,000. 

It has three floors with a wealth of orig¬ 
inal fittings but alternatively the ground 
floor incorporates a porch, entrance hall, 

18ft lounge with a leaded finish coal-effect 





Bartrams 


TEL. 0121 601 9370 
www.bartrams.com 



Bartrams Sales and Lettings Limited 

132 Walsall Road, Stone Cross, West Bromwich, B71 3HP 


(§) TheMarket cc 


E-maikenquires@bartrams.com 
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PROPERTY 29 



Detached home sited near 
woodland has conservatory 


A FREEHOLD semi-detached 
residence in Wheatley Road, Old¬ 
bury, lies close to Warley Woods. 

With gas central heating and double 
glazing it is for sale through Derek 
Spires at £167,950. 

It has a porch, entrance hall, a spacious 
lounge, a kitchen/breakfast room with an 
integrated dishwasher, a four-burner gas 
hob with extractor hood over and integrated 
oven and grill, a breakfast bar and ceramic 
tiled floor, utility, conservatory, first-floor 
landing with laminate flooring, three bed¬ 
rooms, a bathroom and a garden. Contact 
Derek Spires on 0121 4204646 or go online 
to www.derekspiresandco.com 


I 




Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www. cotton s .co.uk 



45 TRAFALGAR COURT, TIVIDALE, OLDBURY 



162 ABBEY ROAD, SMETHWICK 


b Forthcoming Cottons 

— Auction 



CMAIITBItBD SUIVKYORI 


Wednesday 3rd June 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


56 lots 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



6 BELGRAVE ROAD, SHELL CORNER, 
HARBORNE 



468 HARBORNE PARK ROAD, HARBORNE 



31 FAIRFAX ROAD, WEST HEATH 



84 MYVOD ROAD, WEDNESBURY 



THE ADAM AND EVE PUBLIC HOUSE, 
203 BRADFORD STREET, DIGBETH 



21 HAMPTON COURT ROAD, HARBORNE 



9 COURT OAK ROAD, HARBORNE 


[Skier 


dorit miss out 

Stamp duty paid + carpets included* on our last 3 bedroom homes. 
Prices from just £131,996" through Help to Buy (full purchase price £164,995) 
and all you have to do is move in before 26th June 2015. Hurry, act now. 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



Park View 


Showhome open: Thurs-Mon 10am-5pm 

Golden Park Sales Office, call: 0845 652 2471 

Off Claypit Lane, West Bromwich B70 9UJ email: kph.parkviewsales@kier.co.uk 




WhatHouse? 

AWARDS 

2& 2014 


your home, your location 


Photograph of a Kier showhome interior. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Available on selected plots subject to terms and conditions. ~ Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 



• Thoughtfully Extended Four Bed Semi Detached 

Family Home 

• Open Plan Lounge and Dining Area 

• Conservatory 

• Kitchen 

• Utility Room 

• Downstairs WC 

• Large Family Bathroom Upstairs 

• Double Garage 


• Modern Double Fronted Three Bed Detached 
Family Home 

• Lounge 

• Dining Area 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Downstairs WC 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• En-Suite to Master 

• Double Glazed and Gas Central Heating 


• Two Bed Detached Bungalow 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Bathroom 

• Front & Rear Gardens 

• Block Paved Off Street Parking 

• Carport 

• Garage 


• Lounge/dining room 

• Kitchen 

• Conservatory 

• Double glazing and gas fired central 
heating 

• Garage 

• Block paved driveway 

• Front and rear gardens 


WEST BROMWICH GADS LANE 

• Traditional Two Bed Semi Detached Property 

• Extended to the side 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 

• Downstairs Wet Room 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Front and Rear Gardens 

• No Upward Chain 


>v 


OFFERS AROUND: £117,500 


WEST BROMWICH europa avenue 


□ FFERS AROUND: £164.950 


TIPTON MYRTLE TERRACE 

• Three bedroom modern link detached 


□ FFERS AROUND: £159.950 


TIPTON PEPPERBOX DRIVE 


TIPTON SANNDERS CRESCENT 


TIPTON WATERY LANE 


OFFERS AROUND: £214,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £204,950 


OFFERS OVER: £150,000 


OFFERS AROUND: £64,950 


• Modern Four Bed Detached Family Flome 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Kitchen 


• Utility Area 

• Downstairs WC 

• En-Suite To Master 

• Family Bathroom 


• A Superior Four Bedroom Modern Family Flome 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room 

• Breakfast Kitchen 


• Part Brick Conservatory 

• Downstairs WC 

• En-Suite to Master Bedroom 

• Family Bathroom 


• Detached home with three excellent bedrooms 

• Canalside location in small cul-de-sac 

• Large rear lounge / dining room 

• Fitted kitchen 


• Double glazing and central heating 

• Superbly re-fitted family bathroom 

• Garage 

• Opposite Victoria Park, close to all amenities 


TIPTON NEWELLS DRIVE 


• A Well Maintained Two Bed Modern Mid Terrace 

House 

• Lounge 

• Kitchen 

• Upstairs Family Bathroom 

• Low Maintenance Rear Garden 

• Off Street Parking 

• Double Glazed and Gas Central Heating 

• Freehold 


-ERS A JU : £99.950 


TIPTON LATHAM CRESCENT 


• Versatile Two Bed First Floor Apartment 

• Lounge 

• Dining Room / Bedroom Two 

• Kitchen 

• Shower Room 

• Front S. Rear Gardens 

• UPVC Double Glazing & Gas Central Heating 

• Out House With Plumbing For Washing Machine 

• Leasehold 


Have You Been On The 


Market For Over 4 Months? 


fjs 

Hu 

rj 1 

ir[J 


All of these vendors were in your situation 
until they decided to switch to Skitts! 

All sold within 2 weeks! 

Call now for your free market appraisal! 




TIPTON OLGA DRIVE 


T PTON OXFORD WAY 




AROUND: £204,950 


OFFERS AROUND: £174.950 






Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

dudley@skitts.net 
bloxwich@skitts. net 
bilston@skitts.net 
sedgley@skitts. net 
wednesbury@skitts. net 
wednesfield@skitts. net 
willenhall@skitts. net 
westbromwich@skitts. net 
wolverhampton@skitts. net 
lettings@skitts. net 
survevors@skitts. net 


□ 1384 214 996 

□ 1922 478104 

□ 1902 353578 

□ 1902 686868 

□ 121 505 1818 

□ 1902 732324 

□ 1902 631151 

□ 121 530 4240 

□ 1902 788188 

□ 121 520 2255 

□ 121 520 2255 
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0121 420 4646 



•Mid-Town House 
•Double Bedroom 
•Spacious Lounge 
•Kitchen 
•Bathroom 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



• Prime location 
•Close Warley Woods 
•3 bedrooms 

•Fully tiled refitted bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 

• Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Side garage 

•Well stocked neat garden 
•Off-street parking 

• INSPECTION A MUST 

• ENERGY RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £294,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 




b 


•PVC double 
glazed 

•2 bedrooms & 
bathroom 
■Two reception 
rooms 
.Kitchen 
■ENERGY 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


76 GREENHILL ROAD, HANDSWORTH 


IT 


I »A freehold 
I two storey 
1 mid-terraced 
I property 
I »Two double 
| bedrooms 
•Bathroom to 

! the first floor 
•Two reception 
rooms 
•Kitchen 
| downstairs 
•Garden to the 
| rear 

•Being in need 

I of some general 
modernisation. 
•ENERGY 
RATING : D 
OFFERS BASED ON £84,950 


Viewing Bearwood Office 


2 ETHEL STREET, LANGLEY 




•End terraced 
property 
•Gas centrally 
heated & PVC 
double glazed 
•Two double 
bedrooms 
•Two reception 
rooms 
•Fully tiled 
bathroom with 
shower 
•Ideal FTBs 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £99,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


20 JACMAR CRESCENT, SMETHWICK 


Extended semi-detached 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Virtually double glazed t/out 
•3 bedrooms 

• First floor shower room 
•Through lounge/dining room 
Study 

•Conservatory/open plan kitchen 

• Downstairs shower room 
•Off-road parking 3/4 cars 

• ENERGY FJATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £184,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


8 TELFORD CLOSE, SMETHWICK 

•Mid-town house 
•Virtually PVC 
■ double glazed 
I «Three 
I bedrooms 
I (Fully tiled 
I shower room 
I »Two reception 
| rooms 
1 (Kitchen/ 
breakfast room 
•Low 

I maintenance 
I garden 
»Off-street 
parking 

J «Some cosmetic 
| improvement 
•ENERGY 
RATING : F 

OFFERS BASED ON £114,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 




•Semi-detached property 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms & Bathroom 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Through lounge/dining room 
•Kitchen/breakfast room 
•Side garage 

OFFERS BASED ON £195,000 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


.Ideal FTBs 
.ENERGY 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



77edit*ona! value 
ffioctem tecrniquea 


Derek Spires 

ESTATE AGENTS 



191 THIMBLEMILL ROAD, SMETHWICK 


•Well presented semi-detached 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Double glazed & alarmed 
•Three bedrooms 
•Fully tiled bathroom 
•Through lounge/dining room 
•Refitted kitchen 
•Off-street parking 
OFFERS BASED 


ON £149,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


93 GRAFTON ROAD, OLDBURY 


• INSPECTION A MUST 
•Superbly presented 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed 
•3 bedrooms 

• Refitted bathroom 

• Lounge 

•Open plan dining/kitchen 
•Conservatory 
•Off-street parking 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £154,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



PUBLIC AUCTION 

AT 

THIMBLEMILL RECREATION & ENTERTAINMENT CENTRE 

THIMBLEMILL ROAD, 

SMETHWICK. B676NR 
ON 

MONDAY 1 st JUNE 2015 
AT 6.30PM 


Loti: 


Lot 2: 


Lot 3: 


Lot 4: 


Lot 6: 


Lot 8: 


Lot 9: 


Lot 10: 


Lot 11: 


Lot 12: 


Lot 13: 


Lot 14: 


26 WILMINGTON ROAD, QUINTON B321DX 

Traditional freehold 3 bedroomed semi-detached in need of refurbishment 

26 WESTON ROAD, BEARWOOD B67 5HH 

Freehold 2 bedroomed mid-terraced, in need of modernisation 

85 SALOP ROAD, OLDBURY B689AE 

3 bedroomed end town house being gas centrally heated and double glazed 

24 ARDEN GROVE, OLDBURY B694SX 

Well presented mid-terraced property, centrally heated 8i double glazed 

64 HAMILTON ROAD, BEARWOOD B675QF 

Freehold semi-detached with 3 bedrooms, needing cosmetic improvement 

1 EMBASSY DRIVE, OLDBURY B692ER 

Freehold 3 bedroomed end town house requiring improvement 

36 CANALSIDE, WINSON GREEN B184SN 

Beautifully refurbished freehold 3bedroomed semi in waterside setting 

36 PARKFIELD ROAD, OLDBURY B688PS 

Freehold 3 bedroomed semi-detached in need of general improvement 

58 CORNWALL AVENUE, OLDBURY B680SW 
Freehold 3 bedroomed town house needing improvement 

4 HOWFIELD COURT, 395 GILLOTT ROAD, EDGBASTON B16 9LL 
Spacious 2 bedroomed flat with garage, ideal investment 

78 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD B675JU 
3 bedroomed terraced, in need of modernisation 

15 DAWSON STREET, SMETHWICK B664JB 
Traditional 2 bedroomed terraced, requiring modernisation 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PLOT REAR OF 
163 ABBEY ROAD, BEARWOOD B675LX 
Freehold building plot with planning permission for 

2 bedroomed detached dormer bungalow 

78 LIGHTWOODS ROAD, BEARWOOD B675BE 

Freehold 2 bedroomed mid-terraced villa, needing some cosmetic improvement 

i: THUREE HOUSE, 221 ABBEY ROAD, BEARWOOD B67 5NN 
Individual freehold 3 bedroomed corner residence, 
in need of sympathetic improvement 


Anticipated Price Range 


125- 135,000 


circa. 90,000 


85 - 90,000 


£ 85 - 90,000 


70 - 80,000 


80 - 85,000 


90 - 100,000 


£ 60 - 70,000 


£ 120- 130,000 


£ 45 - 50,000 


90 - 95,000 


210 - 220,000 


88 STANHOPE ROAD, SMETHWICK 


I •Virtually 
I double glazed 
| t/out 
•Three 
I bedrooms 
•Fully tiled 
)i shower room 
•Spacious 

■ lounge 

■ «Kitchen/ 

| breakfast room 

•Downstairs 
| cloakroom 
•Neatly laid out 
I garden 
•ENERGY 
RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £124,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



4 BALDWIN STREET, SMETHWICK 



•Extended semi-detached 
•Located in Hurst Green 
•Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed (Three bedrooms 
•Occ. bed 4/loft conversion 
•Fully tiled bathroom 
•Dining room (Extended through lounge 
•Side garage 

OFFERS BASED ON £189,' 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


•Semi-detached property »Gas centrally heated 
•PVC double glazed *3 bedrooms & bathroom 
•Two recepton rooms 
•Downstairs cloakroom 
•Extended kitchen 
•Neatly laid out garden 
•An ideal family home 
•ENERGY RATING: D 
OFFERS BASED ON £139,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


102 POPLAR ROAD, BEARWOOD 

•Mid-terraced 
property 
•Gas centrally 
heated 
•PVC double 
glazed 

•3 beds & first 
floor bathroom 
•Vestibule & 
hallway 
•Lounge & 
dining room 
•Kitchen & utility 
•Downstairs 
bathroom 
•Off-street 

_parking at rear 

•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £187,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 



142 ST. PAULS ROAD, SMETHWICK 


• Modern freehold semi-detached residence 

• Gas centrally heated & PVC double glazed 

• Six bedrooms, master bedroom with en-suite 

• Fully tiled family bathroom 

• Inter-communicating lounge/dining room 

• Downstairs cloakroom 

•Side garage and off-street parking 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : C 
•STAR BUY» 

OFFERS BASED ON £210,000 


Viewing Bearwood Office 



80 WHEATLEY ROAD, OLDBURY 


• Freehold semi-detached residence 

• Gas centrally heated and PVC double glazed 
•Three bedrooms •Fully tiled bathroom 
•Spacious lounge 
•Kitchen/breakfast room and utility 
•Conservatory •Landscaped rear garden 
•Off-street parking for two/three cars 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £167,950 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 


174 LIGHTWOODS HILL, WARLEY WOODS 


•Stunning outlook 
facing Warley 
Woods 

• Extended freehold 
semi-detached 
•Gas centrally 
heated and mostly 
double glazed 

•4 bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and split 
level shower room 
•Two reception 
rooms and third 
reception room/ 
leisure room 

• Extended kitchen/ 
breakfast room and 

•Gardens and off- 
street parking 

• PRIME 
LOCATION AND 
MUST BE VIEWED 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £410,000 


Viewing Bearwood Offici 



6 JOHNSONS GROVE, OLDBURY 


•Quiet cul-de-sac location 

• Link detached bungalow 
•Virtually PVC double glazed throughout 
•Gas centrally heated 
•Off-street parking 

• Fully tiled shower room & separate cloakroom 

• Lounge, refitted kitchen & conservatory 
•Two/three bedrooms 

• INTERNAL INSPECTION TO BE 
APPRECIATED 

• ENERGY RATING : D 

OFFERS BASED ON £187,950 


Viewings Bearwood Office 


77 GALTON ROAD, BEARWOOD 


•Close to 
Lightwoods 
Park and Warley 
Woods 

•Gas centrally 
heated & PVC 
double glazed 

bedrooms and 
bathroom to first 
floor 

•Hall, through 
lounge/dining 
room and 
kitchen 

•An ideal family 
home 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 


OFFERS BASED ON £172,500 


Viewings Bearwood Offici 


383 CITY ROAD, EDGBASTON 

— 

• •Viewing 
SIMPLY A 
MUST 
•Recently 
refurbished 
•SIX bedrooms 
•En-suite & 3 
bath/show rooms 
•Refitted kitchen/ 
dining room 
•Utility 
•Off-street 
parking 
•ENERGY 
RATING : E 

OFFERS BASED ON £324,9£ 


VIEWINGS BEARWOOD OFFICE 




OnThe 


www.derekspiresandco.com 
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Doulton Road,Rowley Regis 

• Detached Property 

• Four Bedrooms 

• Double Garage 

• Off Road Parking 

• Downstairs W.C. 

• Living Room 





Brookfield Way,Tipton 



Goodchilds 

Estate Agents & Lettings 


Wednesbury 


16 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, WS10 7HQ 


■ • 


Hollies Drive,Wednesbury 


Aster Way,Walsall 


Pitchwood Close,Wednesbury 


Sheldon Avenue,Wednesbury 


Salter Road,Tipton 


• DETACHED PROPERTY 

• AMPLY OFF ROAD PARKING 

• THREE RECEPTION ROOMS 

• FOUR BEDROOMS 

• REAR GARDEN 

• OFFICE AREA 



• Three Story 

• Traditional Semi-detached house 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Five Bedrooms 


• Three Bedroom 

• Detached House 

• Well Maintained 

• Off Road Parking 

• En-suite Bathroom 



• Terraced Property 

• NO UPWARD CHAIN! 

• Three Story 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Family bathroom 

• Kitchen/Diner 



• Three Bedrooms 

• End Terrace 

• Fully Refurbished 

• Low Maintenance Garden 

• Modern Fitted Kitchen 

• Lounge 



• MID TERRACE 

• THREE BEDROOM 

• KITCHEN/DINER 

• MODERN FITTED BATHROOM 

• ENTRANCE HALLWAY 

• REAR GARDEN 



V 



Thunderbolt Way,Tipton 

• Second Floor 

• Entrance Hallway 

• Two Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom 

• Lounge 

• Fitted Kitchen 




King Edward Street,Wednesbury 

• Two double bedrooms 

• Terraced house 

• Two reception rooms 

• Kitchen 

• Ground Floor Bathroom 

• Rear Garden With Paved Area a Lawn 




Holyhead Road,Wednesbury 

• UPPER FLOOR FLAT 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• ENSUITE 

• FAMILY BATHROOM 

• LOUNGE 

• KITCHEN 




Oatmill Close,Wednesbury 

• TWO BEDROOMS 

• LIVING ROOM 

• KITCHEN 

• DOUBLE GLAZING 

• GAS CENTRAL HEATING 








STOKE -ON-TREMT 

GUIDE: £43.000 


STOKE-0*4-TRENT 

GUIDE: £77.500 


STOKE -0*1 -1 KENT 

GUIDE: £38.000 


STAFFORD 

>UID£: £130.000 


STAFFORD 

UIDE: £ lOO.C 





TE LPORD 

IDE: £80.000 


TELFORD 

UIDE: £70.000 


TELfORO 

GUIDE: £35,000 



WE ARE THE MOST SUCCESSFUL AUCTION 
COMPANY 

We might not hold the largest auction with the most 
Amount of lots, but with ovrr 5,000 toe/it rrijiMrrrd 
investors and partnered with a London auction house we 
Aim to get you the maximum price for your property. 



100 % 

OF PROPERTIES 

PUT IN OUR AUCTION 

HAVE SOLD 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL OFFICE FOR A FREE MARKET AUCTION APPRAISAL 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 

































































































Memory Lane,Wednesbury 

• Three Bedrooms Semi Detached 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• Located in the Victoria Mews Estate 

• SORRY NO DHSS 



Goldby Drive,Wednesbury 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Guest W/C 

• Master with En-Suite 

• Off Road Parking 

• Garage 

• SORRY NO DHSS 





Mark Road,Wednesbury 

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached 

• Family Bathroom 

• Downstairs W/C 

• Rear Garden 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


LANDLORDS! 


A Free EPC? 


A Free Gas Certificate? 


A Free Rent Guarantee? 


CALL YOUR LOCAL OFFICE 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 


CHALLENGE 

WE GUARANTEE TO RND 
YOU A TENANT IN LESS 
THAN 9 DAYS 


dlfiik 4 


/m 



Alder Road,Wednesbury 

• FOUR Bedrooms 

• Semi-Detached House 

• Cul-De-Sac Location 

• Extensive Kitchen 

• Off Road Parking 

• SORRY NO DHSS 



Booth Street,Wednesbury 

• Two Bedroom Terraced House 

• Gated Rear Parking 

• Front off road Parking 

• Gas Central heating 

• Double Glazing 

• SORRY NO DHSS 

^mehsebeee& 


•• »» at 


—gg 



H m 


Orchard Rise,Wednesbury 

* Two Bedrooms Ground Floor Apartment 
» Double Glazing 

* Brand New 

> Fitted Kitchen 
« Electric Heating 
■ SORRY NO DHSS 


—EEfr 






Asquith Drive,Oldbury 

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached House 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Fully Fitted Kitchen 

• Patio Doors To Garden 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


Broadwaters Road,Wednesbury 

• Three Bedroom Semi Detached House 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Large Rear Garden 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


Woden Road East,Wednesbury 

• Two Bedroom Semi Detached House 

• Double Glazing 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Off Road Parking 

• Front and Rear Gardens 

• SORRY NO DHSS 


Wiley Road South,Wednesbury 

• Two Bedroom Apartment 

• New Build First Floor 

• Communal Entrance/Staircase 

• Hallway 

• Lounge/Kitchen 

• Bathroom with Shower Over 

i.rwin' i iirmiT r 


Bromford Lane,West Bromwich 

• Studio Apartment 

• Off Road Parking 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• All Bills included (Except Council Tax) 

• DHSS ACCEPTED 


wmmmmMU* 


Dunkirk Avenue,West Bromwich 

• Studio Apartment 

• Off Road Parking 

• Gas Central Heating 

• Double Glazing 

• All Bills included (Except Council Tax) 

• DHSS ACCEPTED 


King Street,Bilston 

• Two Bedroomed Upper Floor Flat 

• Spacious Throughout 

• Modern Kitchen and Bathrooms 

• Popular Location 

• DHSS Considered 

• Call Today! 


—EEfr 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


• Birmingham 

• Erdington 

• Stoke-on-Trent 

• Walsall 

• Burntwood 

• Lichfield 

• Sutton Coldfield 

• Wednesbury 

• Brownhills 

• Milton Keynes 

• Tamworth 

• Wednesfield 

• Cannock 

• Stafford 

• Telford 

• Wolverhampton 

f F 

L_ 





Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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‘the estate ageijJ^^ 

www.pauldubberley.co.uk 


Wednesbury 
0121 222 1301 


Tipton 

0121 222 1304 


West Bromwich 
0121 222 1307 


Willenhall 
01902 505971 


Walsall 
01922 460781 




Bilston 

01902 505974 


Grace Road Farm Road 

Oldbury Tipton 


Haden Road 
Tipton 



Eastfield Road 

Rowland Hill Drive 


Tipton 

| Tipton 




• Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing « 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC E 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


Gas Central Heating 


£84,950 



m < HI ik 



• Extended Middle Terrace 

• Large Family Accommodation 

• double glazing • solar panels 

• 4 Bedrooms, EPC C 

Viewing: AROUND: £-) 35 QQQ 



• Sought After Semi Detached Family Home 

• Garage Conversion 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: OH IT "7 CAA 

Viewing: LlQ/,OUU 



• Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating, First Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: C\f\ 

Viewing: LI 9U,UUU 



• Semi Detached 

• Land To Side 

• Refitted First Floor Shower Room 

• , Driveway 

OFFERS AROUND: OH Art AAA 

Viewing: LI UU,UUU 



• Semi Detached 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Central Heating, Garage 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OA 000 

Viewing: LI OU,UUU 






• Extended Semi Detached 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Extended To Rear • No Upward Chain 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: OOO AAA 

Viewing: LoU,UUU 


• Extended Semi Detached Family Home 

• Most Sought After Location 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC E 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OA OtTO 

Viewing: LI 0\3,i30\J 


• Modern First Floor Apartment 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Electric Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 1 Bedroom, EPC D 

OFFERS AROUND: 

Viewing: 


£62,000 


• Spacious End Terrace Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• No Upward Chain 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

OFFERS AROUND: 0~70 OCO 

Viewing: L/y,yOU 



K we don’t sd your property, ynu do not 
pay us one penny We only get paid for 
successfully sdlng your home. 

NO SALE NO FEE! 

marketing 




FR£E Rnnrpia-, 

FREE Property 
FREETVVtebsite 
FREE’Rjghd^^r Listing 
FRrEOnThe Market’ Ustng 


• Mid Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Receptions rooms 

• , Ground Floor Bathroom 

OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£100,000 


• Mid Terrace 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• , Ground Floor Bathroom 
OFFERS AROUND: 
Viewing: 


£100,000 


• Modern Style Semi Detached Property 

• Three Bedrooms & Modern Bathroom 

• Spacious Lounge 

• , Kitchen & Breakfast Area 

OFFERS AROUND: OH OA AAA 

Viewing: LI ZlU,UUU 


• Immaculate Modern Detached Residence 

• Master Bedroom With En-Suite 

• Two Further Bedrooms 

• , Family Bathroom & Guest WC 

Viewing: around £149,950 



• Superbly Presented Modern End Terrace 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Viewing Recommended • Quiet Location 

• 2 Bedrooms, EPC C 

OFFERS AROUND: G-t f\ 

Viewing: LI 1 U,UUU 



• Modern 3 Storey Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Spacious Accommodation 
•3/4 Bedrooms, EPC tbc 

Viewing: AROUND: £-, 55 QQQ 



• Attractive Semi Detached Family Home 

• Upvc Double Glazing • Gas Central Heating 

• Sought After Cul De Sac Location 

• 3 Bedrooms, EPC D 

Viewing: AROUND: £-| 44 ,95Q 



• Traditional Terrace Property 

• Two Bedrooms & Loft Room 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating E, Kitchen 

OFFERS AROUND: OG A 

Viewing: LD4,yOU 



• Extended Traditional Semi Detached Home 

• Three Bedrooms 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• EPC Rating: G, Modern Kitchen 

Viewing: AROUND: £-| 29,950 


Connaught Avenue 
Wednesbury 



• Quiet Cul-de-Sac Location & No Upward Chain! 

• Gas Central Heating & Double Glazing 

• EPC Rating: D, Reception Hall 

OFFERS AROUND: O-t -t f\ nnn 

Viewing: LI I U,UUU 


Tt*c Property 

Ombodtratn 


www.pauldubberley.co.uk 

Over 400 properties available to view online, on mobile or on tablet, 
most with fully voiced video walkthroughs. 


tv.pauldubberley.co.uk 
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A reputation built on 40 years of 
Quality, Professionalism and Expertise 


oulsnam 


0121 4299986 



Ombudsman 


www.oulsnam.net 












































































Lettings by 



00121 532 2700 

O. www.lettingsbyapex.co.uk 
Q info@lettingsbyapex.co.uk 




Fnd 

Propertycom 


f rightmove coiA 

TVs IK « M 


DPS 

ZOOpklcc.UK 



7 Bull Street, West Bromwich, B70 6EU 
email: enquiry.support@apexproperties.co.uk 

t: 0121 532 2700 

SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 

Successfully letting homes across 
the West Midlands & Staffordshire 
for over 35 years 



West Bromwich 
St. Christopher Close 

•Three bed detached 
•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
•Centrally heated 
•Convenient to the M5 (Junction 
1 ) 

•Dining room area 



Wednesbury 

Rachael Gardens 
•Three bedroom semi •Fitted kitchen with oven 
•Lounge & gas hob 

• Dining area •Family bathroom 

•Separate breakfast area •Alarm system 


Tipton 

Watery Lane 

•Three bed detached house 
•Quiet cul-de-sac location 
•Central heating & double 
glazing 

•Landscaped gardens 
•Fitted breakfast kitchen 



West Bromwich 

Whitgreave Street 

•Three bed semi ©Box room/nursery 

•Gas/CH S. D/Glazing ©Ample off road parking 
• Fitted kitchen ©Garage 

•Conservatory ©Private gardens 



Tipton 

Dudley Road 


•Three bed mid-terrace 
•Gas/CH & D/Glazed 

• Lounge 

• Dining room 



Tipton 

Patricia Drive 


•Two bed semi 
•GCH and DG 
• Fitted kitchen with 
oven and hob 


• Bathroom with 
shower 

• Landscaped gardens 

• Private parking 


•Two bed semi 
•Alarmed 

•Gas central heated 
•Double glazed 


•Spacious lounge 

• Fully fitted breakfast 
kitchen 

• Bathroom with shower 


Tipton 

Rugeley Close 
•Two bedroom •Lounge with Juliet 

•Top floor apartment balcony 

•Double glazed •Bathroom with shower 

•Fitted breakfast kitchen *Car space 



•Fully fitted kitchen with 
integrated cooker 
•Downstairs bathroom 
•Bath facilities 


| TENANTS! | 

£ 180*1 


Wolverhampton 

Essington Way 

•One bed ground floor 
apartment 

•Private front door access 
•Lounge 

•Fully fitted modern kitchen 
•Bathroom with shower 


[ 


FOR UP TO THREE APPLICANTS 
'-'£50.00 PER ADDITIONAL 
APPLICANT 


INCLUDES: 

- Credit Checks - 
Inventory - First Lease 


A SECURITY DEPOSIT 
EQUIVALENT TO SIX WEEKS 
OF THE RENT IS REQUIRED 


hpmes2Jet@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 (option2) 


wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 
wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 
willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 
bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 


greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 
sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 
wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788 188 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 






































































































connells.co.uk 


Thinking of Selling? 

Call today to arrange your free market appraisal 

Connells 

Bearwood 122 Poplar Rd Bearwood B66 4AP || 

Oldbury 70/76 Birmingham Street Birmingham B69 4EB 


Trafalgar Road 
Smethwick £104,950 



A three storey mid terraced Victorian 
property having gas central heating 
where specified and comprising: en¬ 
trance hall, lounge, kitchen, to the first 
floor: two bedrooms, bathroom and 
third bedroom to top floor, gardens to 
front and rear. EPC: D 


Raglan Road 

Smethwick £94,995 



A semi detached property having gas 
central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: 
entrance hall, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, downstairs bathroom, three 
bedrooms and gardens to rear. No 
upward chain. EPC: E 


Lightwoods Road 
Bearwood £165,000 



A mid terraced Victorian property with 
NO UPWARD CHAIN, having double 
glazing where specified and comprising: 
entrance lobby, entrance hall, lounge, 
dining room, kitchen, two bedrooms, 
upstairs bathroom, gardens to front and 
rear. EPC: TBA 


Jacmar Crescent 
Smethwick £155,000 



A modernised and refurbished bay front 
semi detached property, with gas cen¬ 
tral heating and double glazing where 
specified and comprising: entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, dining 
room, downstairs WC, utility area, three 
bedrooms, bathroom, gardens. Stamp 
duty paid. EPC: E 


Wolverhampton Road 
Oldbury £449,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A REFUR¬ 
BISHED detached property with five 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, down¬ 
stairs w.c, two reception rooms, utility, 
DOUBLE garage, off road parking for 
several vehicles and SELF CONTAINED 
APARTMENT with open plan kitchen / 
lounge area, one bedroom and en-suite. 
•VIEWING IS RECOMMENDED** 


St James Road 

Oldbury £189,950 



EPC Rating E - **NO UPWARD 
CHAIN** A significantly extended 
detached family home offering extensive 
accommodation comprising of entrance 
porch, entrance hall, lounge, sitting 
room, fitted kitchen with integrated ap¬ 
pliances, utility / conservatory, four first 
floor bedrooms, family bathroom, drive- 
way, garage, spacious rear garden. 


Warley Hall Road 
Oldbury £179,950 



EPC RATING D - A TRADITIONAL 
EXTENDED semi detached property in 
a SOUGHT AFTER location and comes 
with NO UPWARD CHAIN. Double 
glazing and central heating where 
specified. Viewing is HIGHLY RECOM¬ 
MENDED to appreciate the property 
on offer. 


Elm Croft 

Oldbury £139,95C 



EPC RATING E - *SOUGHT AFTER 
CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION* An ex¬ 
tended three bedroom traditional semi 
detached property with off road park¬ 
ing, garage and kitchen/diner. Double 
glazing and central heating where 
specified. VIEWING IS HIGHLY REC¬ 
OMMENDED 


Abbey Road 

Bearwood £149,950 



A mid terraced Victorian property bene¬ 
fiting from a host of period features, 
having gas central heating where speci¬ 
fied and comprising: entrance lobby, 
lounge, dining room, inner hallway, 
kitchen, two bedrooms, study/nursery, 
bathroom and gardens. EPC: E 


Rood End Road 

Oldbury £89,950 



A TRADITIONAL terraced property with 
lounge, kitchen/diner, two bedrooms 
and first floor bathroom. Double glazing 
and central heating where specified. 

• •VIEWING HIGHLY RECOM- 
MENDED** EPC: E 


Montague Road 
Smethwick £149,950 



A semi-detached property having gas 
central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: en¬ 
trance hall, lounge/diner, kitchen, cloak¬ 
room, three first floor bedrooms, family 
bathroom. Outside: garage, parking, 
gardens to front, side and rear. EPC: D 


Barrett Street 

Smethwick £165,000 



A three storey modern mid townhouse 
in a popular and convenient residential 
location with gas central heating and 
double glazing where specified and 
comprising: entrance hall, lounge/diner, 
kitchen, cloakroom, three bedrooms 
with master en-suite, bathroom, garden 
and parking space for two vehicles. 
EPC: C 


Jarvis Crescent 

Oldbury £134,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A TRAD¬ 
ITIONAL EXTENDED semi detached 
property comprising of through lounge/ 
diner, extended kitchen/diner, down¬ 
stairs shower room, three bedrooms, 
garage to side and front driveway to 
provide off road parking. ^VIEWING 
IS RECOMMENDED TO APPRECIATE 
ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER* 


Timothy Road 

Tividale £132,950 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A semi 
detached property set on CORNER 
PLOT with DOUBLE GARAGE, lounge, 
kitchen/diner, conservatory, three bed¬ 
rooms and bathroom. Double glazing 
and central heating where specified. 

• •VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOM¬ 
MENDED^ 


Pryor Road 

Oldbury £129,950 



EPC RATING E - A well presented 
TFtADITIONAL semi detached property 
with off road parking and garage. The 
property briefly comprises entrance hall, 
iounge, kitchen/diner, three bedrooms, 
bathroom and family sized rear garden. 
Double glazing and central heating 
where specified. **VIEWING IS 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED** _ 


St James Road 

Oldbury £129,95C 



EPC RATING G - A larger than aver¬ 
age extended semi detached house 
comprising of entrance hall, extended 
kitchen, breakfast room, two reception 
rooms, three bedrooms and bathroom. 
•VIEWING IS HIGHLY RECOM¬ 
MENDED TO APPRECIATE THE SIZE 
OF ACCOMMODATION ON OFFER* 


Ashbourne Road 
Edgbaston £85,000 



A mid terraced property in need of 


modernisation, having gas central heat¬ 
ing and double glazing where specified 
and comprising: lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, upstairs bathroom, three bed- 
rooms and gardens to rear. EPC: D 


The Lodge, Hagley Road 
Birmingham £125,000 



• •CALLING ALL INVESTORS AND 
FIRST TIME BUYERS** Connells 
are pleased to present this NEWLY 


modernised Top floor apartment. Com¬ 
prising of open plan kitchen/lounge, two 
bedrooms, master with en suite, family 
bathroom and allocated parking. **NO 
UPWARDS CHAIN** EPC: D 


Baldwin Street 

Smethwick £170,000 



gas central heating and double glazing 
where specified and comprising: en¬ 
trance hall, cloakroom, kitchen, lounge/ 
diner, three bedrooms, master en- 
suite, bathroom, gardens. No upward 
chain. EPC: B 


Wednesbury 22 Springhead Wednesbury WS10 9AD 


Durham Road 

Wednesbury £140,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to 
appreciate this spacious three bedroom 
semi-detached property briefly com¬ 
prising of lounge, dining room, fitted 
kitchen, family bathroom, drive-way 
providing off road parking and garage. 
EPC rating C. 


Moxley Road 

Wednesbury £145,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED to ap¬ 
preciate this traditional three bedroom 


semi-detached property briefly compris¬ 
ing of two reception rooms, conserv¬ 
atory, fitted kitchen, utility area, first floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden and 
drive-way providing off road parking. 
EPC Rating E. 


Corporation Street 
Wednesbury £115,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 
to appreciate this well presented trad¬ 
itional style mid-terrace property briefly 
comprising two reception rooms, fitted 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom, three 
double bedrooms, enclosed rear gar- 
den. EPC rating D. 
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CALL TODAY AND LET US HELP! 


Bristnall Hall Crescent Dingle Street Wolverhampton Road 

Oldbury £109,950 Oldbury £99,950 Oldbury £99,95C 



EPC RATING E - *NO UPWARD 
CHAIN* A traditional three bedroom 
semi detached property comprising of 
two reception rooms, kitchen, guest 
w.c and family bathroom. Double glaz- 
ing and central heating where specified. 


EPC FSATING G - *NO UPWARD 
CHAIN* A three bedroom semi 
detached property IN NEED OF MOD¬ 
ERNISATION and comprises of lounge, 
kitchen/diner, family bathroom, off road 
parking to front and garage to rear. 
IDEAL INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. 
Double glazing and central heating 
where specified. 


EPC RATING D - **IDEAL FIRST TIME 
BUYER PROPERTY** Connells are 
pleased to present this mid terraced 
property with kitchen/diner, downstairs 
w.c, lounge, two bedrooms, family 
bathroom, well maintained rear garden 
and has ample storage. **VIEWING 
IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED** 


West Bromwich 3 Astle Park West Bromwich B70 8NS 


Witton Lane 

West Bromwich £134,950 



2PM - CALL CONNELLS TO REGIS- 
TER*«* NO UPWARD CHAIN ***A 
well maintained traditional 3 bedroom 
semi detached property offering 2 
reception rooms, extended kitchen, 
family shower room, central heating, 
double glazing (where specified) EPC 
F3ATING E 


Church Lane 

West Bromwich £155,000 



• •• NO UPWARD CHAIN ••• A well 
presented modem 3 bedroom 2.1/2 
storey town house, offering spacious 
lounge, conservatory,guest WC, fitted 
kitchen, family bathroom, en-suite 
to master bedroom, dressing room, 
garage to rear, double glazing and 
central heating (where specified) EPC 
RATING C 


West Bromwich 

£99,95C 



Connells Estate Agents are now in receipt of an 
offer for the sum of £107,000 for 12 Church 
Vale Mews, West Bromwich West Midlands B71 
4DS.Anyone wishing to place an offer on the 
property should contact Connells, 3 Astle Park, 
West Bromwich B70 8NS on 0121 525 1177 
prior to exchange of contracts. 


Richard Williams Road Eagle Lane 

Wednesbury £78,950 Tipton 


£70,000 



Windmill Street 
Wednesbury £107,000 



A newly re-furbished three bedroom 


end-terrace property briefly comprising 
of, lounge, dining room, kitchen, ground 
floor bathroom, double glazing and gas 
central heating (as specified). NO UP- 
WARD CHAIN. EPC Rating E. 


Walsall Road 

Wednesbury £64,950 



BENEFITING FROM NO UPWARD 
CHAIN this traditional style two bed¬ 
room mid-terrace property briefly 
comprising of, uPVC double glazing and 
gas central heating (as specified) two 
reception rooms, fitted kitchen, ground 
floor bathroom, loft room and rear gar- 
den. EPC Rating E. 


BENEFITING FROM NO UPWARD 
CHAIN this three bedroom semi-de¬ 
tached property briefly comprising of, 
uPVC double glazing and gas central 
heating (as specified) lounge, fitted 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom, en¬ 
closed rear garden, off road parking 
and garage. EPC Rating E. 


Viewing advised to appreciate this 
modern style two bedroom maisonette 
briefly comprising of, double glazing (as 
specified) electric storage heating, open 
plan lounge/ kitchen area, bathroom, 
allocated parking, communal garden. 
EPC Rating D. 


Jesson Street 

West Bromwich £99,950 




• •• NO UPWARD CHAIN*** A well 
maintained 3 bedroom mid terrace 
property, offering 1 reception room, 
fitted kitchen/diner and upstairs family 
bathroom. Situated close to West 
Bromwich town centre, local and na- 
tional transport links. EPC RATING D 


Leacroft Grove 

West Bromwich £164,950 



• ••OPEN HOUSE 30TH MAY 


9.30AM-11,30AM - CALL CONNELLS 
TO REGISTER****** NO UPWARD 
CHAIN ••• A 3 bedroom detached 
property situated in a cul de sac and 
offering lounge, kitchen/diner, shower 
room, double glazing, central heating 
(where specified), integral garage, off 
road parking. EPC RATING D 


Griffiths Road 

West Bromwich £139,950 



A beautifully presented 3 bedroom 
extended end terrace property, briefly 
comprising of central heating, double 
glazing, reception room, open plan 2nd 
reception area to dining area, fitted 
kitchen, downstairs cloakroom, family 
bathroom, detached garage, off road 
parking. NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 
RATING TBC 


West Bromwich 

£79,95C 



Connells are now in receipt of an offer for the 
sum of £84,200 for 163 Wolseley Road, West 
Bromwich B70 OLU. Anyone wishing to place an 
offer on the property should contact Connells, 3 
Astle Park, West Bromwich B70 8NS, telephone 
0121 525 1177 prior to exchange of contracts. 


Spirit Mews, Cobden Street 
Wednesbury £144,950 



A four bedroom three storey end 
terrace property briefly comprising of 
guest cloakroom, lounge, kitchen/diner, 
first floor bathroom, en-suite to master 


bedroom, allocated parking, garage, 
enclosed rear garden. NO UPWARD 
CHAIN. EPC Rating B. 


Lloyd Street 

Wednesbury £95,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY RECOMMENDED to 
appreciate this well maintained ground 
floor two bedroom apartment benefiting 
from NO UPWARD CHAIN and gated 


off road parking briefly comprising of 
open plan lounge with fitted kitchen 
area, fitted bathroom, allocated parking 
space. EPC rating C. 


Vicarage Road 

Wednesbury £90,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED to ap¬ 
preciate this traditional three bedroom 
semi-detached property briefly com¬ 
prising of, two reception rooms, galley 
kitchen, ground floor bathroom, double 
glazing and gas central heating (as 
specified) enclosed rear garden. EPC 
Rating E. 


Sefton Grove 

Tipton £82,500 



A beautifully presented modern style 
extended mid-terrace property in a 
cul-de-sac location benefiting from 
off road parking, briefly comprising of, 
porch entrance, lounge, fitted kitchen, 
dining room, one bedroom, first floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden. EPC 
rating E. 


Spon Lane 

West Bromwich £142,000 



An extremely well presented 2 bedroom 
end terrace self contained bungalow 
situated within close proximity to West 
Bromwich town centre, local amenities 
and public transport. This compact 
bungalow offers lounge, kitchen,2 
bedrooms, wet room, double glazing, 
central heating (where specified) and off 
road parking. EPC rating C 


Sannders Crescent 
Tipton £205,000 



A beautifully presented modern 4 


bedroom detached property, offering 2 
reception rooms, modern fitted kitchen, 
en-suite to the master bedroom, down¬ 
stairs cloakroom, conservatory, garage, 
off road parking, double glazing and 
central heating (where specified). EPC 
RATING C 


Farhill Close 

West Bromwich £104,950 



• ••OPEN HOUSE 30TH MAY 


2.30PM-4.30PM - CALL CONNELLS 
TO REGISTER* **A 3 bedroom mid 
terrace property, briefly comprising of 
double glazing, central heating, lounge, 
kitchen, upstairs bathroom, garage, rear 
garden. EPC RATING D 


Graham Road 

West Bromwich £99,95C 



A THREE BEDROOM semi detached 
property situated in CUL-DE_SAC 
iocation in close proximity to West 
Bromwich town centre and Sandwell 
Hospital. Property comprises TWO 
RECEPTION ROOMS, kitchen, family 
bathroom, GARAGE, gas central heat¬ 
ing and double glazing (both where 
specified). NO UPWARD CHAIN. EPC 


0121 

420 3611 

bearwood@connells.co.uk 

| 0121 552 2671 

oldbury@connells.co.uk 


0121 

556 2338 

wednesbury@connells.co.uk 

| 0121 5251177 

westbromwich@connells.co.uk 
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Residential Auction House of the Year 2014 



Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 



Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham &The South 

Black Country & The North 

T: 0121 233 5046 

T: 07830 375 823 

W: cpbigwood.com 

& @CPBigwood '$> t I 


Spacious family home 
has price tag of £325k 



THIS distinctive detached family resi¬ 
dence in Rookery Road, Wolverhamp¬ 
ton includes impressive accommoda¬ 
tion including a stylish kitchen and an 
elegant living room and dining room. 

With ample off road parking, it is for sale 
through Skitts Estate Agents at £325,000. 

It has a living room with feature fireplace and 
sliding patio door to a conservatory, dining room 
and a kitchen with a range oven with an eight ring 
gas hob and stainless steel cooker hood. 

There is a galleried landing, three excellent bed¬ 
rooms, bathroom with a white suite including floor 
and wall tiling and a chrome heated towel rail. The 
rear garden has a patio and brick utility room. 

For further information contact 01902 686868 
or visit the website at www.search.skitts.net 




/ Secure your dream 
home with just 
5% deposit 


ALEXANDRA 

GRANGE 


Call : 

Open daily 10am - 5pm 
alexandragrange@marcityhomes.com 


Stunning collection of 2, 3, & 4 bedroom 
homes perfect for first time buyers, families 
and downsizers. 


Alexandra Road, Tipton 
Sandwell, DY4 8TD 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MARCITYHOMES.COM 
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Local Specialists 


Carpets 


Fencing 







3 PIECE SUITES, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WOH’T. |~f I DISABLED? OAP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

Hel away old e ca?p f e l ts nitUre ’ UP PlUS /L or anyone who iust needs extra help! 

Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. Can’t come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

-—I Sofa and Bed Brochures to your door 


Wiltons 

from only 

£8.99. 



BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 

Any building work, Plastering, 
Partitions, Knocking out Chimneys, 
Plumbing, Bath/Showers, Tiling, 
Skirting Boards etc... 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07738237783 / 07445807184 




BUILDING, FENCING & GAS SUPPLIES 


®Q2Q fiS3S@ESo(T&g®®S@©20® 

194-196 Springhill Hockley Birmingham B18 7BS 

najranfencing@gmail.com • www.najranbuildingandfencing.co.uk 


Suppliers to trade & public 



FREEPHONE 

0800 0883747 
01902 880841 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


WEST BROMWICH 

Adrian Bromley 

0121 830 3633 


* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist 

* UPVC Windows and Doors 

* Fascia and Soffits 

* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations 

* Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752 506695 
0121 556 7203 



IW.OODRGWJIOINERYi 
Floors to 

Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes 
Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 



SP ECIAL OFFERS: 


ALL HEAVY DUTY 
WANEY PANELS 

Choice of 6x5 / 6x6 




13kg Butane £19 

“ ' £23 

47kg Butane £53 

other sizes available 


NOW IN STOCK 





Mobile HeaterPackages FROM £79 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK! STOCKIST OF ENERGAS PRODUCTS 

DELIVERY & COLLECTION SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Blinds & Curtains 



Driveways & Patios 


Made-to-measure 

BUNDS SALE 

°50%OFF 

selected blinds & shutters 


TO BOOK A FREE APPOINTMENT 
WITH YOUR LOCAL ADVISOR 
CALL 0800 916 6563 
orvisitHILLARYS.CO.UK 

HILLARYS 


Measuring & fitting included 


ROMANS • ROLLERS • VENETIANS 
VERTICALS • CURTAINS • SHUTTERS 
AWNINGS • CONSERVATORY BLINDS 


Blinds4Less 

Leaving a good impression! 
Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New 3 Year Guarantee on Blinds 
and up to 10 Year Guarantee 
on Shutters 

Give us a try before you buy! 

Contact us on 
0121 270 6104 
07989 588728 
Blinds4lessdirect.com 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paying,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 
FREE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION 
Dudley 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 



Pattern imprinted \ 

concrete specialists 

Weed-free paving 
• No maintenance 
Non-sinking 

Block paving Jet-Wash Service 

Various patterns and 
colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

FREE QUOTES 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 j 


WE SUPPLY AND Fm 




. Jants 

_ available 

www.sandwellsfoneandfencing.com 
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Decorating 




T&D FENCING 


I LOW PRICES! 

L HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
^ AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


J. J. Digital Aerials 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £55-SATELLITE £65 

SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable service 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 




SP 


BUILDING 

DESIGNS 


Plans prepared for building 
projects both commercial 
and domestic 

For free advice call 

01384 413206 
07983 131225 



* Interior and exterior 
painting and decorating 

* Special rates for OAPs 
■ * 25 years experience 

* Fully insured 


0121 434 5679 
07507 070786 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 


OPEN TILL 1 .OOPM ON SATURDAYS 
SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS, TRELLIS _ 

PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 
GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

r^FI UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, 

19 85 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk 


S 0121-565 4533 




Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 

For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 

07767869792 

We Fit UPVC 
Soffits & Fascias 


WEST MIDLANDS 
STAIRLIFT 
SERVICES 

NEED A STAIR LIFT OR 
ALREADY HAVE ONE, 
GIVE US A CALL. 
Services, repairs 
and callouts 
New and Reconditions 
Stair Lifts in stock 

07967 759793 
01384 211467 


LOFT SERVICES 

• Loft Ladders supplied & 
fitted from £99 
New or enlarged loft access 
• Loft Flooring fitted 
• Loft Insulation 


UPVC drop down hatch with 
easy stow aluminium ladder 

£185 fully fitted 


For advice call Carl on 
0121 5561761 
Mobile: 07502 103997 

14 years’ experience 


A1 

DECORATING 

services. City 
& Guilds, no job 
too small. Free 
quotes, 

Tel: 07903 
820418 


M&B PAINTING 
& DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 



ROB’S 


RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM SSI 

We load, 9, | 

No Skips H-—1 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 




CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


ELITE 

FENCING 

We supply and fit 

FREE QUOTE 

no obligation 

01215577376 


LAWNS 
NEED 
CUTTING? 

Call Bill on: 

07958 552227 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 



(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01902 319577 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 1 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB^^ 

































































































































































Local Specialists 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

| For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment needs on 
plastering, boarding, overboarding, partitions, re-skimming 
' and artex covering. Quality rendering and terrolining. 


7538 718264 


TTrm 


PLASTERING 
& TILING 

All aspects of Plastering 
Rendering and Ceramic 
Tiling undertaken 
All work guaranteed 

FREE QUOTE 

0121679 0473 or 
07961033738 



Window Cleaning Services 


d'Z'* 

yf / FORACIEA 

BLOCK PAVING. < 



FOR A CLEAN FRESH LOOKi 

BLOCK PAVING, CONCRETE, 
TARMAC & PATIOS CLEANED 

• WINDOW CLEANING 

• PURE WATER POLE SYSTEM 

• GUTTER VACUUMING POLE SYSTEM 

Dave Smith on 0779 1 


Garage Doors 


L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doors 
supplied and fitted 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairi 

For a free survey anm 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 



Garden Machinery 


HOME MACHINERY SERVICES 

• Drive/jet cleaning 

• Grass cutting 

• Lawnmower repairs 
and small plant 
machinery repairs 

DBS CHECKED 
Mob: 07984 772003 
HomeTel:0121 4231784 
Email:homemachineryservices@yahoo.co.uk 





Plumbing & Heating 


Unit 6, Queens Court 
Industrial Estate, 
Greets Green Road, 
West Bromwich B70 9EG 

Telephone: 
0121 520 3111 

www.sofahouseupholstery.co.uk 


SMITHS PROFESSIONAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST 


Over 30 Years’ Experience 
Reliable, small family business 


RATES OAPS 


All work backed by written guarantee 

Roof sealing. Save the cost of a 
new roof, have it sealed. Pointing, 
Guttering, Flat Roofing, Chimneys, 
Slates and Tiles 

Tel: 0121-555 6542 

WOODLANDS STREET 
SMETHWICK 




MAY MADNESS CLEARANCE SALE 

^_ Prices from £5 Taps from £15 


2 ROEBUCK LANE, WEST BROMWICH, WEST MIDLANDS B70 6QP MOB: 07940 579434 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\ll Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 


A 

■ registered 

m'A\ 


COMFORT Plumbing & Heating 

• Over 25 years experience 

• Install, service and repair all central heating systems ^ 

• All gas and plumbing work undertaken • No job too small 

• All work guaranteed • FREE written quotes 

Telephone: 0121-531 0277 Mobile: 07973 940002 


IJL 
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ZZ2 =T 
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ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


. INSTALL SERVICE & REPAIR 
Lon all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 


comfortplumbingheating@gmail.co.uk jA 
www.comfortplumbingandheating.co.uk 
i • • ■ i • • i • < « * * i <. « » * *■ • Ti • 


H O U S E H O L Da 

r P l_ U l\/l BIN 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 - 0121-601 6767 
www.household-plumbing.co. 



b/b/ i 

\\W\S 


Steve Smith Gas Services 

07817 906745/ 01562 730882 


Hoimel 


• free quotes 

• central heating 

• boiler repairs 

• landlord certificates 

• power flush 

• gas services 

(On will tswd anq whiii&n quoin 

M: 07989 931 644 
T: 0121 357 6178 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, Worcester 
Bosch, Baxi & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


Cali Eddie 

07976 755441 


■ II wA 


• Landlord Checks • Spare Parts 

• General/Breakdown Service 

• Maintainance and Installations of Cookers, 
Fires etc • Gas Cowls and Flue Liners 

• Ex British Gas over 24 years experience 




Property Maintenance 







| Smart Roofing Solutions | 


We repair we replace 

• Upvc roof lines • All work guaranteed • Tiled roof 

• Flat roof • Fully insured • Professional and reliable 

Est. 20 years 


1HD 


★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

CALL NOW FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 

Utl JflilJMJiUllMfMUliillilili.'JflilMiMwJJiBflit'UtHllliTffTfflTIfTN 


SHAW ROAD 
RECYCLING 
LIMITED 

EGBSDGfleflKS 

WANTED: Si 

CRAP CARS 


/V 3 ® 


'mw UXB 

Out? 


J 




Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, 
Garden Balconies, I 
Stairways. 

0/7£66h526528 


PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

Q/7i99052225j7^H PART 0F THE R0WAN GR0UP 0F COMPANIES 


Find us on mybuilder.com www.jcplastics.co.uk 


A1 Little Job Man 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken ( 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

★ Fitted Kitchens * Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
★ Complete House Renovation 
^ . ★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

★ Painting & Decorating 
★ Plumbing / emergencies 
★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




JOB Man 

“For those little jobs that 
just need doing” 

Special OAP Rates 

No job too small 


Not sure? 

Just call and to save you 
cost I will call you back 

07804124 730 



To advertise your business and reach more than 69,000 potential customers... 



Call us on... 

01902 319577 


JB 


E-mail us at... 

sonu.bennings@expressandstar.co.uk 


JB 


Post to... 

Sonu Bennings, Sandwell Chronicle, Black Lake 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich B70 OQB 
























































































































Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
*Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 




Sandwell Maintenance Services 
Trusted local Sevices 


Sandwell Landscaping Service 


OAP DISCOUNT 
Wednesday & Friday 


Grass Cutting 
Rubbish Removals 
Hedge Cutting 
fc Jet Washing 
Small tress Pruning 
Fencing/Slabbing 
Weeding 
Fence Painting 
Garden Clearance 
1 Laying Turf 


OFFICE 0121 293 2684 
MOBILE 079080 12267 

www.sandwellmaintenancegroup.co.uk 





TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance 
—■ — free gardens 

• Trimming • Felling • Turfing • Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing • Block-paving specialists 

• Drives • Patios • Paths Building work 

undertaken • Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at competitive 
„ ,-AiLvypLk, 


0121 572 9340 or 07526 164576 




LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 74:8872 




TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing •Turfing 

• Slabbing 


k Ornamental Gravel 
k Hedges Trimmed 
k Trees Pruned 
k Gardens Cleared 


ALL AREAS 
COVERED 

No Job Too Small 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 


Tel: 0121 
531 6295 
or 

07866 

623841 


GENERAL GARDEN 
MAINTENANCE 

LAWNS AND HEDGE CUTTING 
REGULAR RELIABLE SERVICE 
FREE QUOTES • EST 16 YEARS 
CALL KEITH 0121 532 1143 / 07872 992732 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


When you need 
us we’ll be there 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, Birmingham, 

B69 4DS T: 0121 552 1170 



359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, Birmingham, 

B70 9QST: 0121 314 8964 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 


www.centralengland.coop 



Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 



SCOTT VOLTAGE Gents mountain 
bike, 19” frame, hardly used. £150. 
01785 259189. 



• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour service 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


lost & found 



MISSING CAT 


Last seen April 8, Wimblebury 
area. Much loved family pet 
and little boys best friend. 
Micro chipped, please check 
sheds and garages. 
Reward for safe return 
07720 372267/ 07414 630366. 


1 

Family 


SANDWELL TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALILIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 can 
deliver, servicing available. Call: Pow- 
erlink, Blackheath 01384 255019 / 
07831 246292. 
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Leisure 

Time 



WANTED. Large inflatable boat, can 
collect. 

Telephone 07931 674876. 


CAR BOOT SALES 


Every Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

Every Sunday 

Muckley Corner, Hall Lanes, 
Lichfield, WS14 QBE 


Booters £3.50 


07538f 



BURNHAM ON SEA 

Unity Farm 

3 BED CARAVAN TO LET 
WHIT WEEK ONWARDS 
Good rate 
07806679581 



DISCOUNTED 
2004 WILLERBY VOGUE 
Over £8000 OFF! 

Luxury holiday home 
with FREE Decking! 

12 Month Park, New Bar & 
Restaurant, Last Remaining Sea 
View Pitches - 

Call To View This Weekend 
_ 07837 489013 _ 

ABBEY 215 GTS VOGUE 

Immaculate condition, shower, 
flush toilet, wash basin, double 
wardrobe, full cooker, blow air, 
new fitted carpet and battery. 
New tow hitch, motor mover 


LOjOUlfi 

Telephone 07546 968623 
or 07721 503666 (Lichfield). 

ABBEY SOMERSET 5 berth, all 
there, but some damp, needs some 
TLC. £450 ono. 07976 653388. 

ATLAS STATIC CARAVAN. Good 
condition, two bedrooms, sited Mid 
Wales. Contact after 6pm for more 
details. £2,500 ono. 07913 813570. 

CHEAP STATIC CARAVAN FOR 
SALE on Presthaven Sands In 
North Wales £14,995 10 & half 
month season call Joe on 
07801983526 


ELDISS CARAVAN 2-BERTH 

Fly screens, blinds, full cooker, 
blow heating, three way fridge, 
very good condition. 

£2,000. 

07800 796681 / 01543 
877643. 


f FAMILY CARAVAN^ 
FOR SALE 

On a stunning Coastal Park in 
North Wales, 5 min walk to the Beach. 


Large indoor heated Pool with Flume. 
£6,995 all bills paid for 2015 season. 

Finance Packages can be 
arranged with a small deposit. 
T&C apply. 

Call Jeff now on 


10794 6350 1327 

SPRITE CARAVAN 2006, 4-berth, 
fixed bed, awning and extras, 


STATIC CARAVAN 35FT X 12FT 3 

bedrooms with new decking, sited 
Mid Wales. £7,000 ono. 

07784 573230. 


WILLERBY LYNDHURST 

on 5 star park, Mid Wales 
border, with bar, restaurant, 
fishing, golf course and kids 
facilities. Immaculate home 
with double glazing and gas 
heating. 

£15,995. 07467 222085. 


WILLOUGHBY 

SHREWSBURY 2002 

STATIC CARAVAN 

35ft x 12ft, 2-bedrooms, sited at 
Sunnysands Caravan park, 
Barmouth, double glazing, 
central heating, full decking, 
storage outside with sea and 
mountain views. 

£11,500 ono 

07568 344351. 



CARAVAN WANTED 

Wanted caravan. 
Can pick up asap. 

Call me on 
07717 090817. 


BANJO, 5 string, Deering Good 
Times Special, with case, excellent 
condition, £365. 01543 379971. 



CANNOCK CHASE 
ORPHEUS MALE CHOIR 

Associate Accompanist/Deputy 
Conductor required. 
Wednesday and Friday 
rehearsals, most Concerts on 
Saturday evenings. 
Enquiries to Alan D Jones: 

01922 412094 
jonesalanpat@talktalk.net 
Further details: 
www.chaseorpheus.co.uk 



WANTED SECOND guitarist with 
vocals. Also keyboard player for 
newly formed covers band, must be 
experienced. Bill 07976 757162. 


Free ds 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 



BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 


01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 



clairvoyance 

v _ 

CLAIRVOYANT JOHN STARKEY. 

Private appointments, phone read¬ 
ings. New office Great Barr. 01902 
334224. www.john-starkey.com 


hair & beauty 

\___ 

UNISEX MOBILE HAIRDRESSER 

All areas covered. Over 10 years 
experience. Call 07792 868474. 



spring fayre 


SPRING FAYRE 

Saturday May 30. 

St. Peter’s Church Hall, 
Whitehall Road, 
West Bromwich at 2pm. 
Various Stalls. 
Admission 20p. 
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Home & 
Services 



LEATHER THREE piece suite, plum 
in colour with dark wood frame con¬ 
taining integral drawers. £150. 
01785259189. 



A BIG SALE on gas and electric 
cookers and fires, autos, t - dryers 
and fridge freezers. Must call Past 
and Present 24 - 26 Church st, 
Bilston (opp town hall) most c cards 
accepted 01902 403770. 

FRIDGE FREEZER Sale due to 
moving. In excellent condition, £90. 
07421 499 926. 


A BEST QUALITY cultivated turf 
from £1.55 per roll. Same day deliv¬ 
ery. 07891 165565,01785 840823. 

AT C B SHEDS & FENCING We 



CEMENT 

£3 per bag (inc vat) 


WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
^r0192271218^ 

SUFFOLK PUNCH cylinder petrc 
mower, 14SK. Very good condition. 
£125 ono. 0121 557 7668. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft »Lladro • Old coins 
• Watches • Costume Jewellery • Old toys 
• Clocks • Paintings • All silver 
• Chinese items • Old Ivory. 

• Military items 

Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 

ANYTHING OLD & 
INTERESTING 

01922495066 or 07971 783206 

HEADERS ARE ADVISED to care- 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 



CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


14 



Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
PCs available. 

0121 556 9481 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS 


Free Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. 
Wall mounts & TV setups. 

07850 330251 


items for sale 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 

www.expressandstar.com 

/bookanad 

and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



aerials 


A1 RAPID AERIALS Plasma fitting, 
Sky repairs, same day service, free 
call out, 3 yr g’tee, oap discounts 
07960 173589 or 0800 633 5899. 


AA 


DIGITAL 

AERIALS 


Work Guaranteed 
Same Day Service 
01902 858191 
01384 429166 

\visd 01543 439095 
' 01922 716029 

H 07833 738857 


alarms/security 


] 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


builders 


07516 751550 - 07463 849342 


c 


blinds 


j 


Super 6 

6 Child Safe Verticals 
Fitted from only £169 

Call 0800 0347111 

www.ab-blinds.co.uk 


building services 


AD 


DAMP 
PROOFING 

All building work, Roofing, DarnR* 
Problems, Plastering etc. A 

FREE QUOTES JA. 
APPROVED CONTRACTOR 
01902 752161 or 07538118034 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS. Exten¬ 
sions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways. See us on ‘Rated 
People’. Call 01902 579592/07837 
994465 


carpentry & 
V_joinery 




• Kitchen and fitted wardrobe Specialists 
" s, floors and staircases 

• All plastering projects catered for 


www.collinscarpentryandjoinery.co.uk 

0121 537 2437/ 
07903 234 137 


BUY 

LOCAL 

SELL 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 


| ClassifiedAds 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 28, 2015 




















































































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 28, 2015 


“ClassffledAds 


01902 317878 • www.expressandstar.com/classifiedads 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 

•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 



carpet & upholstery j 
cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


carpet fitters 


5 suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 
820598/07941 619694. 


cctv 


RAPID SECURITY CCTV & alarms 
cameras, supplied and fitted, 
domestic and commercial, same 
day service, free call out. Call Robbi 
on 07960 173589/ 0800 633 5899. 


driveways & ^ 

patios| 


fencing 


PORTWAY FENCING 

^SPECIAL OFFER* 

10 Bays of quality fencing 
concrete posts, gravel boards & 
heavy duty panels supplied and fitted 
for £695 700^ 
www.portwayfencing.com 
83 Portway Rd, Wednesbury, WS10 
Office: 0121 531 5250 
Mobile: 07866 137656 


m 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


gates 


ALL GATES,RAILINGS, etc. Free 

§ uotes, also repairs & fitting. 07903 
00642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years expe¬ 
rience in supplying gates and rail- 
ings.Call: 07597 488290 


handyman 

services 


FREE QUOTES 
All work guaranteed, All trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


house clearances 


A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and 
sheds cleared. 
Ercol and Teak 
furniture wanted 

Call now on: 
01922 492007 


painters / | 

decorators 1 


A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

sevice by RC Decorating. Free 
competitve quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING Coving/ dado/ 
laminated flooring. Free quotes/ 
OAP discount. 07973 286288 

^ plans prepared ^ 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

'N 

removals 

V 

A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 

Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 

ABIE REMOVALS 

Local & Distance 
Domestic & Commercial 
Competitive Prices: 

Moves from only £99 

Call 07870 341089 

MAN WITH A VAN Single items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve 0121 
422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL DEAN! Business/Domestic, 
Deliveries/Relocation/full house 1 
item.07429 453209 / 01902 830870 
01384 940260 / 01922 263460. 
CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 
Removals, clearances. Items large 
or small. Call: 01902 741546 or 
07899 635852. 

roofing | 

MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING all aspects. 
0121 532 7601 / 07875 387445. 
www.rooferwestmidlands.com 

skip hire | 


AFFORDABLE SKIPS 
12-50 YARD SKIPS 
AVAILABLE 
^PUNJABI SPEAKERS 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
7AM-6PM 

y-J 37 yy/y 
<m-\ 3-J7 -j-j-j-j 

A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIRS-O 

Mini, midi skips 

Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 

GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large skips. Fast, 
friendly & reliable service. Monday 
to Saturday, 6 day service. Call: 
0121 555 6060. 

STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 

tree services ^ 


BUDGET TREE SURGERY Tall or 

small tree’s, hedge & conifere trim¬ 
ming, garden tidy up’s. Call Adam 
‘ 382552/ 0121 5053558. 



L,Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIRGUNS, SHOTGUNS, antique 
guns, taxidermy and fishing memo¬ 
rabilia wanted. 07968 624202 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


JUVENILE TABBYcat, 7 mth 

female, wormed, neutered, good 
temperament, needs to be homed 
with 2 year old neutered mother. 
£40. 07855 267033. 

KOI FISH from 8in to 15-20in, from 
£15 upwards. Assorted colours. A 
must see. In good condition. Hed- 
nesford 07880 231691. 

LARGE PARROT CAGE with stand. 
£45. Large bird cage. £25. Both 
good condition. 0121 550 2511. 
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Business & 
. Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties: 0121 520 5318. 


7 

Jobs 



EXPERIENCED GROUND 
WORKERS required. 360 Machine 
Drivers, Pipe Layers and General 
Foreman (m/f). All must have up to 
date tickets. Shropshire, West 
Brom, Coventry area. 

Call Sean on 07966 207255. 



HGV LGV PCV B+E Training 

Free Driving Assessment 
0ne-2-0ne Tuition 

-OflkSTlTT/ Very High first time Pass Rate 
i n \i fTTy * // Clean modern trucks 
V_ II Initial and Periodic CPC 

01543 879 318 • 0121 550 0445 

www.britishhgv.co.uk 


TOP GEAR 

Driver Training 

• LGV /PCV Training 

• 1-1 Gold Standard tuition 

• Free Assessments 
• CPC Courses 

• Driver Medicals 
• Caravan & Horse Box 
Tuition available 


0121 585 0834 

www.topgear-lgv.com 


Test at our centre in west Brom 
0121 3231777 crhtraining.co.uk 
NEED TO GET THE HOURS IN? 
CPC Driver Training. Contact OSP 
to book your course 0121 5652277 


ACTIVE CARRIERS LTD TIPTON 

LGV Class 2 driver required for a 
permanant position, local delivires 
on WV and DY area. Apply in first 
instance to Mr Stewart Pitt on 0121 
520 5666 or email Stewart @ 
activecarriers.com 

HGV DRIVER - full time for local 
deliveries. Oldbury based. Must 
have CPC licence. 0121 544 8986 

an 

EXPERIENCED FURNITURE 
SPRAYER required for busy spray 
shop environment. Must be able to 
prep and finish paints, stains 
(colour match) and lacquers to a 
high standard. A demonstration 
may be required. Previous 
experience and good 
organisational skills essential. 
Email CV to pam@vanity-hall.com 



SELLING 


YOUR CAR? 


We have a package to 
suit every budget. 

Packages start from as 
little as 

£19.50 for 6 nights 

Plus 

6 nights free if you do not sell. 


01902 317878 


JAGUAR S TYPE 3.0 V6, 03 reg, 
months MoT, 101k miles, seafrost 
Silver, cream leather, FSH, 6 speed 
auto, £1,999 ono. 07949 776824. 


CASH AND CARRY WAREHOUSE OPERATIVE 


We are a busy, growing, family run Cash and Carry warehouse based in West Bromwich. 
We are looking for a warehouse operative to join our team. We are offering a full 
time position, Mon-Fri 08:00 -17:30 with no shift work in a happy and successful 
environment. 

We have a strong customer focus, the successful candidate will be expected to uphold 
our high levels of customer service. Ideally you will have worked in a customer led 
business previously or have a strong desire to do so. 

Duties will include: Stock replenishment, stock rotation, order picking, sales and 
on/off loading. 

If you’re the warehouse operative we’re looking for, you’ll be 

* Honest and Trustworthy * Reliable * Proactive * Organised * Adaptable * Approachable 

- A good communicator & listener * Conscientious * Keen and self - motivated * 

Problem Solver * Calm under pressure 

Forklift licence and experience is preferable though not essential. 

Please apply in the first instance by telephone to: 07528 718572 
Closing Date: 8th June 2015 


SITE MAINTENANCE/CLEANER ^ 

SHEco Ltd (DY4 8XE) 

£7.50 per hour 

7am - 2pm Monday to Friday. 

Duties include: 

• ensuring site cleanliness (floors, kitchen area, offices) 

•emptying of bins 

• replacing consumables (toilet rolls, paper towels, soap, etc) 

• porterage duties 

• ensuring the office and grounds are safe, clean and tidy 

• repairs and maintenance tasks of a minor nature, within personal 
competencies. 

Must be able to demonstrate own initiative when prioritising job 
requests and be flexible, friendly and approachable. 

To apply for this post, please send an up-to-date CV to 

Lucy Maughan, SHEco Ltd, Quality House, Coneygree Rd, 
Tipton, DY4 8XE or email l.maughan@sheco.co.uk 


MONDAY 

TUESDAY 

WEDNESDAY 


Every Thursday our special jobs 
section is packed with the week’s 
latest vacancies. 





JAGUAR XJ8 3.2 
AUTOMATIC EXECUTIVE 

High mileage with excellent 
engine performance, private 
plate, MoT Dec. 

£3,400 ono 
01922 492838. 


KIA CARENS 54 plate, 2.0 diesel, 
AC, parking sensors, all electric 
windows, one owner, fsh, 58k, MoT 
Aug, £1,950 o.n.o. 07956 134518. 



MERCEDES SLK200 


2000, 90,000 miles, blue, ABS, 
E/W, alarm, alloys, leather 
seats, CD/radio, lovely interior 
and paintwork, MoT March 
2016 Private Reg 

£2,195 ono 
07775 654763 


MERCEDES SLK230, (04), 48k, 
black, black leather interior, full 
MoT, alloys unmarked, fsh, £6,100. 
0121 3578407/07949 252290 


SUZUKI SWIFT Z41.2 

11 plate. 4 door. Petrol. 
19k miles. 

FSH. Red. 

Immaculate condition. 

£6,299. 

07979 063456. 


VW POLO 1.2, 2005, 65,000 miles, 
blue, air bag, MoT, central locking, 
pas, CD, £2,295. 07969 442400. 




i Eyt. Here. 25 Years 

I A WIDE RANGE OF CARS 
UNDER £1,000 

Open every day, Full MOT’S 
01902 490555 
| Dale Street, Bilston.WVI 4 7JY 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


BMW 520i First reg 2001, full MoT, 
two owners from new, good condi¬ 
tion. £1,295 ono. 

0771 4019381. 

CITROEN C3 SX 1.4, 2002, cd, full 
elecs, MoT, nice condition, drives 
well, cheap tax/insurance. £800. 
07570 466 779. 

FORD KA ZETEC CLIMATE, 3 door, 
hatchback, MoT Jan 2016, 2007, 
very good condition. £1,000 ono. 

0121 5371871 or07908619417. 


NISSAN MICRA 

1999, red, air bag, long MoT, 
central locking, sunroof, stereo. 

£600. 

01902 565532. 


SUZKI ALTO 05 reg, MoT -Dec 15. 
£450. 

Stafford 01785 258548 


SUZUKI ALTO GL 04, 60k, full MoT. 
Lovely condition, £675. 07494 090 
052. 



MG MIDGET 1966, tartan red, 
spoked wheels, chrome bumper, 
showing 23k, new hood, nice condi¬ 
tion. £4,750. 0121 526 4793 



FORD TRANSIT, Y Reg., white, 12 
months MoT, clean and tidy, 
120,000 miles only, £775 o.n.o. 
01384 626755 or 07936 282473. 



Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 
207, KA, Fiat 500, Yaris. 


10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 
2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
MALE & FEMALE INSTRUCTORS 
MANUAL & AUTOMATIC 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available. 
07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



HONDA GOLD WING 

Classic motor bike. Black/ 
Chrome, with lots of extras. 

11 months MoT, mileage 
52,000. 

Excellent condition. 

£2,750 ono. 

01543 277451/ 07837 247649. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 



01902 562853 
07895 346811-24 hrs 


A B SPARES 

Pays More 

All Scrap Cars & Vans Wanted 
Anything Considered 

Free Collection 

Scrap It Legally COD. Given Instant Payment. 

01902 493110 / 0121 525 5813 daytime 
01902 659775 


IV1GB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD.WV1 2TZ 


scrapcarbuyers.co.uk 

TOP PRICES PAID 
0800 533 51 39 
Ol 21 526 4666 
07795 535 007 


BJ CARS PAYS MORE 
www.bjoars.oo.uk 
Scrap it legally, NO fines, NO comebacks. 
All scrap cars/vans wanted 

Best Prices! 

01902 498542 
01902 658792 EVE 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 0121 557 
0400. Evening 07813 184611 
Oldbury Area. 



BEST PRICE CAR + VAN HIRE 

Daily,Weekly, Call Practical 0121 
556 1315 practical.co.uk 



CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for unwanted cars and 
vans. Call 07585 664389. 



spares/parts 


BASTABLES CAR SPARES Batter¬ 
ies, 3 yr warrenty. Antifreeze/ 
coolant. All seasons screenwash. 
0121 5522851 /0121 5448858 




MALE 50’s 

Seeking English / Asian Male 
for friendship / relationship. 
Looking for that someone to 
share the good things. 
Box Number PI 9836 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


# % 

*•# 

CRESSWELL WANDERERS 
U14’S 

2015-2016 Season. 
(School Year 9.) 

After a great Season in the 
Walsall League, Cresswell 
Wanderers U13’s (current year 
8) are looking to recruit a 
Goalkeeper and Outfield 
Players in all positions, as we 
look to strengthen for next 
Season (U14’s). 

Please contact Steve Davies 
on 

07837 489839. 


SILVERDALE FOOTBALL 
CLUB. 

(Charter Standard Club) 
(WALSALL) 

Are looking for new players at 
Under 7’s and 8’s for next 
season. 

Trials begin every Friday from, 
May 22, at 6pm at our Walstead 
Road ground. 

For more details contact 

Gareth on 07979 997999 or 
Sal on 07940 503559. 

For further information 
contact either 
bamba@talktalk.net 
or 

bricoles@hotmail.com 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


SELL IT 

FAST 


tyres / wheels / ^ 

v exhausts I 


SELL IT 


PREMIER TYRES: DARLASTON 

New/Part worn tyres. Free Balance/ 
Valves. 0121 526 4090. WS10 8UE 


LOCAL 



01902 317878 


Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 



SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The council proposes to make The Borough Council of Sandwell (Merrivale Road, 
Bearwood) (One-Way Traffic) Order 2015 to prohibit any vehicles travelling southwest 
from Belmont Road to its junction with Bearwood Road, Bearwood. Full details may be 
examined at: Highways, Sandwell Council House, Freeth Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, 
B69 3DE during normal office hours and on the council’s website. Objections in writing, 
stating your grounds, to Mr Robin Weare at the Freeth Street address above, or email 
to highways@sandwell.gov.uk by 09/07/15. 



















































































































































































CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR HOUSE 

■ Legal fees paid ■ Guaranteed offer we can 

■ No fees ■ Repossessions stopped L m . ... 

■ Any condition BUy yOUl 

house in 

land and commercial enquiries welcome 


0800 389 6788 

or 01902 628060 


Wolverhampton properties 




K 

WE PAY MORE 

ANY AREA, ANY CONDITION, WE BUY ANY HOUSE 


0800 085 6626 0121 274 0398 


1 CAN BEAT ANY PRICE! 


I pay 100% of pu 

Mil! CSl 

■ Guaranteed offer* ■ Free sol' 




purchase price 


e best price on your house ^ 


hours free phone number local number 

if 0800 783 2822 01384 226086 




STOP 


E PAY MORE! 

100% every lime* Any Property* pig™. 

Free Solicitors No Fees* Any Condition* Anytime clay 

or night 

)800 313 4566 


I BUY ANY HOUi 
4 CASH 
QUICK AND 
EASY 

call Alex - Anytim 

0800 111 4481 
01543 409 032 



NO STRINGS 


Local Investor pays 
you more 

Call any time 


0800 633 5226/ 
01922 689023 


°Qfi3ED c Cilimsea 



I WILL BUY 
YOUR HOUSE 

Call today for a best price 

0800 731 1160 
0121 274 0398 






d.s.s. 

VtyMcoir# 

iwm omim 

All Country 

01902 21 31 21 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 


Wyrley/ _, _ 

pets. Call 07540 633584. 

STUDIO Flat f/f bills included, p/p, 
deposit negotiable, nr S’well Hospi¬ 
tal. 07828 504083 / 07449 301735. 


HOME CASH BUYER 

WILL PAY 15K MORE 
Complete within 7 days 

Ring Paul, 
07870 341089 


A A PROPERTIES PAY A better 
cash price. Call Richard 
07756 022973. 

A BEAT ALL CASH DEAL 

We pay 100% of purchase price 
always 0800 085 6626. 

A BEST CASH DEAL PAID 

for your property every time 
01902 628047 

ALWAYS CALL US FIRST 

for the top price for your house. 
0800 169 1118. 

WE ALWAYS PAY MORE 

for the best price now. 
Call Aardvark 0121 308 7786 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


BACK BY 
POPULAR 



*Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, 
simply fill out the details below or book online at 
www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 



Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 


Get Up to 100% For Your House - Fast! 


HP Any property. Any condition. Anywhere 
^ Get up to 100% of the market value 
^ Free valuation. Free consultation 
@P 100% Confidential. No obligation 




SOLD 




Springbok 


NO OBLIGATION 
FREE CONSULTATION 


24/THelplin* Q3QQ QQ2 5743 

B 01902 489 500 


YellowSpringbok.co.uk 
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£8,995 

£9,295 

£8,295 

£8,295 

£7,495 

£17,795 

£8,495 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£5,995 

£7,995 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

12 308 1.6 HDI Active White Only 3000 Miles 
12 Astra 1.4 Exclusiv Brown Only 3900 Miles 
12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Red Only 5000 Miles 
12 Astra 1.6 Exclusiv Blue Only 8000 Miles 
59 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+ Blue Only 8000 Miles 
61 X-Trail 2.0 DCI Tekna Gold Only 10000 Miles 
12 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown Only 11000 Miles 
61 3008 1.6 HDI Active II Red Only 12000 Miles 
12 308 1.6 HDI Active Silver Only 12000 Miles 
12 Hyundai 110 1.2 Active White Only 12000 Miles 
61 Kia Soul 2 1.6 Black Only 12000 Miles 
Citroen 

61 C3 1.4 VTR+Blue 15k £6,795 

12 C3 Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+Grey 15k £8,495 

12 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream VTR+ EGS Red 13K £11,495 

12 G Picasso 1.6 HDI Airdream VTR+EGS Black 16k £11,295 

61 G Picasso 1.6 HDI VTR+EGS Silver 31k £9,995 

13 DS3 1.6 Dstyle Auto Yellow 16k £9,295 

13 DS5 2.0 HDI Dstyle Grey 31k £12,795 

04 Picasso 1.6 Desire Silver 80k £1,795 

54 Picasso 1.6 Desire Blue £1,795 

Ford 

08 Ka 1.3 Zetec Climate White 46k £1,995 

10 Fiesta 1.6 Titanium Red 41 k £6,995 

59 Focus 1.6 Zetec Blue 60k £5,495 

61 C-Max 1.6 Zetec Black 20k £9,495 

Nissan 

58 Note 1.4 Acenta Blue 47k £4,695 

12 Note 1.6 N-Tec Auto White 20k £7,995 

58 Note 1.6 Tekna Auto Grey 41k £4,995 

07 Note 1.6 Tekna Orange 43k £3,995 

06 Note 1.6 SE Auto Silver 52k £3,695 

Peugeot 

61 207 1.4 HDI Active 3dr Silver 20k £5,995 

51 Partner 1.4 Combi Silver 73k £2,395 

62 3008 1.6 HDI Active II EGC Vapour Grey 20k £10,795 

Vauxhall 

05 Corsa 1.4 Design Auto Silver 42k £2,495 

12 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue 15k £7,495 

12 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 19k £7,995 

13 Meriva 1.4 SE Brown 20k £8,995 

12 Meriva 1.4 Exclusiv Silver Lake 23k £6,995 

61 Insignia 2.0 CDTI SRI Auto Silver 28k £8,995 

62 Zafira 1.7 CDTI Design Silver 18k £9,795 


Other 

07 Abbey Vogue 520 4 Berth Touring Caravan £7,295 

12 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LT Auto Red 20k £8,695 

07 Daihatsu Terios 1.5 S Grey 47k £4,995 

11 Hyundai 130 1.6 CRDI Premium Auto Black 21 k £7,995 

03 Jaguar X-Type 2.5 V6 SE Auto Gold 44k £2,995 

12 Kia Venga 1.4 CRDI 2 Black 13k £7,995 

12 Kia Ceed 1.6 CRDI 2 Auto Blue 18k £8,795 

05 Land Rover Freelander 2.0 S TD4 Blue 87k £3,995 

05 Renault Modus 1.4 Dynamique Black 51 k £2,495 

55 Renault Megane 1.9 DCI Dynamique 3dr Blue £1,695 

11 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI Elegance Blue 21 k £7,995 

rtf* 


This Weeks^Je^ e SpeciaIs 

Meriva 1.4 
Exclusiv 
2012 


£8295 


Only 5000 Miles 
From New 


Sales Line Open Till 9pm 
Call Steve 07747633329 


308 1.6 HDI 
Active 
2012 


Only 3500 Miles 
From New 


£8995 


Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Center: 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www. oakgar age .co.uk 

Unit I , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill Dy5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 


Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 


Infiniti Q70 
exclusivity 
and value 
are a big 
attraction 

By James Parker 


Bristling with advanced technology and pack¬ 
ing quite a punch from its 2.2-litre diesel and 
3.7-litre V6 petrol engines, the Infiniti Q70 
means business in the executive car market. 
The brand isn’t exactly looming large on the 
radar of buyers but exclusivity and value for 
money can go a long way. 

The rear-wheel-drive Infiniti Q70 is powered either 
by a 320PS 3.7-litre V6 petrol engine in M37 guise, or 
by a 170PS 2.2-litre diesel which boasts 400Nm of 
torque to rival the class best. 

Modes 

There’s also a 364PS petrol hybrid version. A 7-speed 
Adaptive Shift Control gearbox takes care of gear swapping 
duties and includes further driver assistance in the shape 
of DRM Downshift Rev Matching which blips the throttle on 
down changes and a Drive Sport mode which brings the 
wheel-mounted paddle shifters into the equation. 

The Q70 is fitted with Infiniti Drive, a system by which driv¬ 
ers can alter the set-up of the car between four modes. 

There are Standard, Eco, Sport and Snow settings which 
adjust the throttle sensitivity, the transmission mapping, 
the level of ESP stability control intervention and the 4WAS 
4-Wheel Active Steering system. 

There’s also a BSI Blind Spot Intervention system which 
uses radar to detect when there’s a vehicle in the blind 
sport, warn the driver and intervene if the car is steered in 
that direction. BSI can actually brake selected wheels to cre¬ 
ate a yaw effect and move the car back into its lane away 
from danger. 

The need to offer something different from the estab¬ 
lished German alternatives is not lost on Infiniti and as well 
as a host of technological features, the Q70 showcases the 
brand’s distinctive styling themes. 

Executive 

The curvy lines and sportscar design cues aren’t what 
we’ve come to expect in the executive car sector. 

The rear has an element of Jaguar XF about it and else¬ 
where there are hints of Hyundai Coupe. 

Underlying the bodywork is a layout that’s clearly geared 
towards an involving driving experience. 

The engine is at the front of the ladder-frame chassis but 
mounted behind the front axle to optimise weight distribu¬ 
tion. 

The suspension is a double wishbone set-up at the front 
with a multi-link system at the rear and a pair of anti-roll bars 
provide additional bracing. 

The long wheelbase of the Q70 yields better cabin space 
than its swooping exterior lines would suggest. 

There’s also a luxurious air about the place with stand¬ 
ard leather trim with a mix of aluminium and piano black 
detailing. 

There’s an analogue clock at the centre of the dash (an 
Infiniti trademark) and a large display screen above through 
which the various ancillary systems are controlled. 

The major players at the top end of the executive car mar¬ 
ket have a habit of squeezing out newcomers but Infiniti is 
confident of getting a piece of the action with its Q70. 

High technology and a sporting focus make the car an 
intriguing choice but it’s the element of exclusivity that may 
appeal most to buyers who’ve grown tired of the usual sus¬ 
pects in this sector. 
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New look, 
and a lot 
more in 
Ford MPV 



By Matt Kimberley 


It’s one of the nation’s favourite MPVs and 
now the Ford Grand C-Max has been re¬ 
freshed for 2015. But does it still have what 
it takes to carry families and be fun to drive? 

At long last the C-Max, Ford of Europe’s third-best¬ 
selling model, has been brought into line with the 
One Ford programme, so there are new looks, new 
technologies and a simplified cabin. 

This, the seven-seat Grand C-Max, has had the same up¬ 
grades. Smaller revisions have made their way in, too, like 
the reinstatement of a spare wheel in lieu of the (generally 
useless) tyre repair kit. 

The Grand C-Max loses some of the five-seat version’s 
looks, for which you can blame the higher roof line and met¬ 
al channels to allow the rear doors to slide backwards. Prac¬ 
ticality takes precedent over style here. 

But despite that, this is a car whose image is actually on 
the ‘cool’ side of family transport. It looks great from most 
angles and places more emphasis on driver enjoyment than 
most dishwater-dull compact seven-seaters do. If you’re 
a kid with three or four siblings, you wouldn’t mind being 
bussed to school in this. 

Seven-seaters don’t come any smaller than this for a rea¬ 
son. Despite the brilliantly practical sliding rear doors things 
are rather cramped in the very back, so even kids might start 
to want more legroom after a few miles. 

The middle row can slide forwards to expand the non-ex¬ 
istent foot space back there, but then that cuts down on 
space for those in row two. 

If you’re travelling seven-up, it’s short distances or rela¬ 
tively frequent stops. 

Impressions 

The cabin has loads of convenient touches, though, like a 
central bottle bin that you can get your whole forearm into, 
a rack of adjustable grips to hold different sizes of can or 
bottle, a proper glovebox and plenty of connection ports for 
charging electronics. 

There are two overwhelming and lasting impressions 
from a drive in the Grand C-Max. The first is how pleasantly 
well connected it feels to the road. It feels solidly engineered 
and good to drive without having to be driven fast. Even 
if you can’t put your finger on the technical reasons, you’ll 
notice it. 

The second news is less good, in that there is too much 
interference from the new active safety systems. Graphics 
blink away with readouts of your proximity to other cars 
(pointless), steering wheel vibrations warn you when you’re 
at the edge of your lane (I have eyes for that) and annoying 
beeps and flashing warnings tell you when the car thinks 
you’re going to hit something, which, invariably, you’re not. 

Ford has good form on the driving front, though, and 
the seating position is spot-on. It’s easy to get on with the 
C-Max in both its body styles. 

Improved residual values will, says Ford, lead to cheaper 
PCP finance contracts for end users, although that remains 
to be seen when it arrives in showrooms in the summer. 

The pricing structure centres around a core of likely vol¬ 
ume-sellers between £21,000 and £25,000, making it a rela¬ 
tively affordable route into a well-specified seven-seater. 

Clearly, families are the target market. Generous parents 
with only two kids (but popular ones at school) will appreci¬ 
ate the ability to ferry extra young ‘uns around when needed, 
and productive mums and dads with limited parking space 
at home will appreciate the Grand C-Max’s neat dimensions. 

This car summed up in a single word: Advanced 

If this car was a: Car designer, it would leave itself largely 
as it is, but it might ditch some of the unnecessary electronic 
interruptions. 


TESTED 

Ford Grand C-Max Titanium 2.0TDCi 150PS 
manual, £24,495 

Engine: 2.0-litre turbodiesel producing 148bhp 
and 2951 b/ft 

Transmission: Six-speed manual driving the front 
wheels 

Performance: Top speed 125mph, 0-62mph in 
9.8 seconds 

Economy: 61mpg combined 
Emissions: 119g/km of C02 



Kia Picanto SR7 from £9,145 

Including £700 Customer Saving. 
Plus Low Rate Finance on Personal 
Contract Purchase. 


Kia CEE'D SR7 
from £14,650 

Including £1,000 
Customer Saving. 

Plus £1,500 Finance 
Deposit Contribution on 
Personal Contract Purchase. 



Kia Rio SR7 from £10,845 

Including £1,000 Customer Saving. 
Plus £350 Finance Deposit Contribution on 
Personal Contract Purchase. 




Brindley Kia 

• 85 New Road, Tipton DY4 7BX 

• 55 Penn Road (A449), Wolverhampton WV2 4WW 


www.brindleykia.co.uk 

T. 0121 629 0892 
T. 01902 690634 


<EDS> 


The Power to Surprise 


Now with over H 

15,000 I 

eviews across the Kia range. 


reevoo** 


Fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the Kia 'SR7' range are: Urban 32.1 (8.8) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 53.3 (5.3) - (3.3), Combined 42.8 (6.6) - 78.5 (3.6). 
C02 Emissions are 149 - 94g/km. MPG figures are official EU test figures for comparative purposes and may not reflect real driving results. 

Models shown: Kia Rio 3-dr'SR7' 1.25 84bhp 5-speed manual @ £10,845 including £1,000 customer saving, Kia cee'd 'SR7' 1.4 98bhp 6-speed manual @ £14,650 including £1,000 customer saving and Kia Picanto 'SR7' 
1.0 68bhp 5-speed manual @ £9,610 including metallic paint with £700 customer saving. Customer savings vary by model derivative. Specification is subject to change without notice. Price, Reevoo score and number 
of reviews correct at time of going to press. |3 years' servicing (Kia Care-3) for £99 offer is only valid on applicable 'SR7' models. Log onto kia.co.uk/sr7 for full details. 7 year / 100,000 mile manufacturer's warranty, 
for terms and exclusions visit www.kia.co.uk. Offer not available with any other offer. Retail sales only. Subject to availability on vehicles registered between 01/04/2015 and 30/06/2015. Finance subject to status. 
Terms and conditions apply. 18's or over. Guarantee/indemnity may be required. 10% minimum deposit. Further charges may be made subject to the condition or mileage of the vehicle. Excess mileage charge 14.9p 
per mile. 25, 31 and 37 month terms. At the end of the agreement there are 3 options: (i) Renew: Part exchange the vehicle, (ii) Retain: Pay the Optional Final Payment to own the vehicle or (iii) Return the vehicle. Kia 
Motors Finance RH1 1SR. Brindley (Wolverhampton) 55 Penn Road Wolverhampton, WV2 4WW 01902 717702. E L Bouts Motors Ltd trading as Brindley Kia Wolverhampton are a credit broker (not a lender) for the 
purposes of this financial promotion and can introduce you to a limited number of carefully selected finance providers and may receive a commission from them for the introduction. You will not own the vehicle until 
all payments are made. 
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PLUS. WE ARE 4 MONTHS] MO,f ? WITHl EVERY/CAR!!l 
CTlLL ftlVINR- ^6J MiFHSjWARRANTr Y^WITiHT EVER^ XAR!! 
$ULL UIVINbd /' SERVICED; R RIOR( TlQ7 HANDOVER( 

Z' ROAD; TAX' CONTRIBUTIONS! 


ICAR OF 
THE WEEK 


07/56 MAZDA MX-5 1.81 
CONVERTIBLE 

2 door, Red, 60,661 miles 


12/12 

05/05 

12/12 


15/15 

11/61 

08/08 

11/11 

08/58 

12/12 

12/61 

14/14 

05/55 

09/58 

05/05 

10/10 

05/55 

12/12 

14/14 

08/57 

11/61 

07/07 

04/04 

07/56 

06/56 

04/04 

11/61 

09/09 

12/12 

13/13 

64/64 

64/64 

64/64 

14/14 

13/13 

11/61 

07/57 

05/05 

07/56 

08/58 


VW PASSAT 1.6 TDi BLUEM0TI0N ESTATE CAR White, Alloys, Air Con, Low Emissions & 

Tax, 77,000 miles...... £7995 

VIVAR0 2900 COMBI 1.9CDTI LWB 9 Seat Minibus, White, 29,000 miles miles. £12450 

HONDA CIVIC 1.6 SE V-TEC 3 door, Silver, 51,300 miles. £2995 

MINI COUNTRYMAN COOPER 1.6 5 door, White, 19,149 miles. £12995 

FORD FIESTA 1.2 ZETEC 5door, Black,23,000 miles. £6995 

HONDA CIVIC 1.8 TYPE-S 3 door, Silver, 49,000 miles. £5995 

NISSAN MICRA VISIA 1.2 5 door, White, 4,010 miles. £8495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 EXCITE 5 door, Grey, 30,010 miles. £7995 

VW TIGUAN SE 1.9CDTI 140 AUTOMATIC ESTATE Blue, 69,000 miles. £10995 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, Red, 9,810 miles. £7495 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 3 door, Blue, 53,000 miles. £4995 

VAUXHALL AGILA 1.2 SE 5 door, Blue, 17,593 miles. £7495 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi 3 door, Silver, 12,010 miles. £6995 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SE 5 door, Silver, 18,000 miles. £8995 

NISSAN NOTE 1.6 ACENTA AUTO Silver, 35,000 miles. £5450 

BMW 118D 2.0 SE Black, 5 door, 55,000 miles. £8495 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 ZEST 2 Red, 3 door, 49,000 miles. £2495 

NISSAN PIXO 1.0 N-TEC Blue, 5 door, 31,000 miles. £5495 

CORSA 1.2 LIFE TWINPORT Silver, 5door, 35,000 miles. £3495 

ASTRA GTC SPORT 1.4 TURBO Grey, 3 door, 36,000 miles. £9995 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 1.8 SRi Petrol, Grey, 5 door. £12995 

ASTRA 1.9 ELITE CDTi DIESEL Grey, 5 door, 51,000 miles. £4995 

ZAFIRA 2.0 TOURER SRi CDTi AUTOMATIC Black, 12,000 miles. £11995 

NISSAN NAVARA AVENTURA 4x4 Double Cab, Black, Leather,85,000 miles . £8885 NO VAT 

PEUGEOT 206 CC QUICKSILVER Convertible, Silver, 49,500 miles. £3495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.9 SRi CDT i 150 XPACK 5 door, Silver, 65,000 miles. £4495 

TOYOTA AVENSIS WTI 5 door, Silver, 27,555 miles. £5495 

PEUGEOT 206 VERVE 1.4 HDI SW ESTATE Silver, 57,034 miles. £3495 

VIVARO 2.0CDTI SPORTIVE 2.7T SHORT WHEELBASE VAN Grey, 

28,000 miles. £10,995 NO VAT 

FORD C-MAX 1.6 ZETEC Black, 71,000 miles . £4995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRI VX-LINE 5 door, Black, 37,795 miles. £9495 

VAUXHALL VIVARO SPORTIVE 2.0CDTI 2.7T Star Silver, 41,641 miles. £10995 

VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 3 dr, red, 10 miles!! SAVE NEARLY £4000 ...NOW £10645 
VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 3 dr, white, 10 miles!! SAVE NEARLY £4000 .. NOW £10645 
VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 dr, grey, 10 miles!! SAVE NEARLY£4000 ...NOW£11645 
VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 2.0 CDTi 140PS SRi VX LINE 

Hatchback, Black, 17,000 miles. £16495 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION 3 door, White, 10,542 miles. £8495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.7 SE CDTi 5 door, Red, 29,000 miles. £9495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA SPORTS HATCH SRi CDTi 1.9 

3 door + Exterior Pack, Blue, 60,000 miles. £5550 

MIN11.6 COOPER Black, 50,000 miles. £5995 

MAZDA MX-5 CONVERTIBLE Soft Top, Red, 61,000 miles. £6495 

FORD KA 1.3 ZETEC Red, 3 door, 38,392 miles. £2995 


02/52 

06/56 

07/07 

12/12 

12/12 

13/13 

10/59 

13/13 

12/62 

11/11 

12/12 

08/58 

07/07 

08/58 

14/14 

12/12 

06/56 

06/06 

14/14 

13/13 

12/12 

08/08 

14/14 

14/14 

13/13 

13/63 

14/14 

13/63 

14/14 

14/64 


06/06 

13/13 

13/13 

12/62 

05/05 

06/06 

09/09 

06/06 

13/13 

09/09 

14/14 


SUBARU IMPREZZA 2.0 GX 4WD Silver, 5 door, 60,148 miles. £3750 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 SRi Black, 5 door, 51,071 miles. £4695 

NISSAN MICRA 1.2 SPIRITA Red, 3 door, 30,373 miles. £3! 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 LIMITED EDITION White, 22,891 miles. £8495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE Silver, 14,400 miles. £9595 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ENERGY Blue, 5door, 6,953 miles. £10250 

HYUNDAI ilO CLASSIC Blue, 29,000 miles. £4995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 ENERGY, 5 door, 9,500mls. £9795 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2 SXi Grey, 3 door, 21,000 miles. £6995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA EXCITE 1.4 Blue, door, 34,000 miles. £7695 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SE Silver, 5 door, 26,000 miles. £9495 

KIA RIO DIESEL Silver, 48,000 miles. £4995 

NISSAN NOTE 1.2 Red, 5 door, 30,000 miles. £3995 

VAUXHALL VECTRA 1.9 CDTI EXCLUSIV Grey 5 door, 49,000 miles. £5695 

VAUXHALL INSIGNIA HATCH 2.0 CDTi 140 SRi VXR-LINE Black, 14,000miles. £15495 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 ACTIVE AC White, 3 door, 21,000 miles. £7495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 XP SRi Black, 3 door, 78,089 miles. £4995 

RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 EXPRESSION ESTATE Red, 64,000 miles. £3450 

VAUXHALL MOKKA SE 1.7 CDTi 4X4 Blue, 5,000 miles. £16995 

VAUXHALL ADAM 1.4 SLAM Yellow, 10,000 miles. £10495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC SPORT 1.4 T 18,000 miles . £10995 

VAUXHALL CORSA 1.2i SXi 3 door, A/C, Black, 68,000 miles . £4450 

VAUXHALL VIVARO 2.0 CDTI (115PS) Sportive Van 2.9t Euro 5 LWB 

Diesel, White, Delivery miles. £13,995+VAT 

VAUXHALL VIVAR01.6 SWB Diesel, New Shape/New Model, 

Silver, delivery miles. £14,995+VAT 

VAUXHALL ANTARA 2.2 CDTi Exclusiv 5 door, Black, 11 k miles. £12995 

VAUXHALL ANTARA 2WD DIAMOND CDTI Silver, Leather, Sat Nav. £14650 

VAUXHALL CORSA DESIGN 1.2 3 door, Air Con, Choice of Colours. £7995 

VAUXHALL CASCADA CONVERTIBLE Silver, Full Leather, Sat Nav. £19495 

VAUXHALL MOKKA Exclusiv 1.6 petrol, choice of colours. From £13495 

VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Phantom Grey, Only 10 miles, Choice. £11495 

PEUGEOT 308 1.6 HDI Black, 5 door, 55,108 miles. £5250 

AUDI A31.8 SPORT TFSI CONVERTIBLE Blue, 59,000 miles. £10250 

ASTRA LIFE 1.3 CDTI HATCHBACK Red, 5 door, 64,990 miles. £4450 

VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 17k miles. £8495 

VAUXHALL ADAM JAM 1.2 Red, 12,000 miles. £8495 

VAUXHALL CORSA LTD EDITION 5 door, Yellow, 13k miles. £8995 

RENAULT MODUS 1.5 DIESEL Dynamique Silver, 5 door, 43,504 miles. £3995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.8 Sri X-PACK Silver, 5 door, 64,882 miles. £4350 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i ACTIVE Red, 67,000 miles. £4995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i 16V DESIGN Silver, 3 door, 53,102 miles. £4995 

VAUXHALL CASCADA 1.4 TURBO “SE” CONVERTIBLE 12,000 miles. £15495 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 TURBO SRi XP Red, 3 door, 60,000 miles. £6995 

VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.4 DESIGN Grey, 5 door, 15,000 miles. £10495 

CREDIT PROBLEMS - NO PROBLEM!!! 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY | 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) Z 

01384 454100 www.dudleymotorco.co.uk < 


Try taste of 
something 
different 
with Mokka 

By James Parker 


Suddenly, Vauxhall design is all about the 
delivery of that most current of automotive 
traits, the ‘lifestyle statement’. Has been ever 
since brand parent General Motors belated¬ 
ly realised that profit, not market share, was 
of most importance in achieving commercial 
respectability. 

And the result has been a whole wave of interesting 
new models wearing the Griffin badge - the individu¬ 
alistic ADAM premium supermini, the stylish Casca- 
da convertible and our subject here, the interesting 
Mokka small SUV crossover. 

Mokka buyers are people likely to be enthusiasts for life 
rather than for cars. So they may not care that this car isn’t 
quite as sharp and wieldy as a rival Nissan Juke, nor does 
it have the ‘big SUV’ polish of a comparable Skoda Yeti. 
Instead, there’s a potentially pleasing compromise between 
the two. 

Under the bonnet, there are three main engine options, 
the most affordable, as ever, being the least desirable of the 
trio, the 2WD-only 115PS petrol 1.6-litre variant which, with 
only 155Nm of torque, needs to be rowed along a little with 
the gear lever - a stick that only offers you five speeds. 

A better bet for petrol people is the Mokka we tried, the 
140PS 1.4-litre turbo. Sixty is just 9.4 seconds away enroute 
to 118mph, so it’s usefully more rapid, and there’s a health¬ 
ier 200Nm of torque. Despite all this and the optional inclu¬ 
sion of 4WD, the provision of a six-speed gearbox and more 
modern mechanicals mean that this pokier 1.4 is actually 
cheaper to run than the feebler 1.6. 

The most practical engine choice though is the one most 
buyers will probably select, the 130PS 1.6-litre CDTi diesel 
capable of a top speed of around 119mph and rest to six¬ 
ty in around 10 seconds. You get all the main mechanical 
choices with this unit - so you can specify your car with 
six-speed manual or automatic transmission and with or 
without 4WD. Perhaps more importantly, you get a lot more 
pulling power - 300Nm in all. 

Every Mokka is theoretically capable of towing a braked 
trailer of up to 1200kg in weight, but this diesel variant is the 
only one that’ll really take such a task in its stride. 

Individualistic 

This Mokka sets its own course amongst small cross¬ 
overs. Though supermini-based, like a Nissan Juke, it’s 
nearly as big inside as a family hatch-style crossover like 
Nissan’s Qashqai. 

But whatever your thoughts about this car’s size, you’ll 
probably agree that the way this Mokka looks will go a long 
way towards selling it. Cute and individualistic without being 
wilfully outlandish in the manner of a rival Nissan Juke. 

In the back, the rear seats benefit from wide opening 
doors that simplify the fitment of a child seat, though that 
sharply rising waistline might restrict the view out for smaller 
occupants. 

As for luggage room, well, there’s no high boot lip to ne¬ 
gotiate and beyond it lies 356-litres of carriage space. 

And at the wheel? Well the interior isn’t overly adventur¬ 
ous, but this car’s more conservative vibe might just mean 
it mops up sales from people left a bit cold by the sheer 
extravagance of some rivals. 

So, this Mokka’s a small, trendily-styled five-door little 
SUV/crossover isn’t it? Well yes. So it’ll be priced directly 
against the other car we tend of think of in this market sec¬ 
tor, Nissan’s Juke, won’t it? 

Well, no. Vauxhall points out - correctly - that their car 
is a significantly larger thing, hence the price span for the 
range that lies in the £16,000 to £24,000 bracket. To put 
that into perspective for you, that means you’ll be paying 
a price premium of around £2,500 for this Mokka over an 
equivalent Juke. 

Perhaps the most telling comparisons though, come 
when, as many will, you begin to stack this Mokka up 
against something more conventional. 

Why, for example, would you buy a conventional 1,6-li- 
tre petrol-powered Vauxhall Astra family hatchback when a 
Mokka with exactly the same engine would save you around 
£1,500 and offer you more luggage space? A diesel Astra 
with the same 130PS 1.7-litre CDTi engine you’ll find in this 
Mokka would also be around £1,500 more. 

If, having considered all of this, you decide that it is in¬ 
deed a Mokka that you actually want, then you’ll be pleased 
to find that whichever of the five-door models you choose 
- 1.6-litre petrol 2WD or 1.4-litre petrol turbo 4WD or 1.6-litre 
130PS CDTI diesel in 2WD or 4WD configuration - it’ll come 
well equipped. 

Not too long ago, it was hard to think of a more conven¬ 
tional brand than Vauxhall. But that was then. Here’s how 
the company is thinking now: looks a lot more appealing 
doesn’t it? 































































Underdog 
status may 
benefit villa, 
says Stan 

STAN Collymore is tipping Villa 
to revel in their underdog status 
ahead of Saturday’s FA Cup final. 

With the bookmakers making 
Arsenal strong favourites, the 
former Villa striker claims the 
pressure is all on Arsene Wenger’s 
side. 

The Gunners won the trophy 
last season but only after over¬ 
turning a two-goal deficit against 
Hull. 

And Collymore said: “Even the 
best players can struggle when 
they step out at Wembley for the 
big occasion and that happened to 
the Gunners when they went two- 
down to Hull City in last year’s 
final before hitting back for a dra¬ 
matic win. Arsenal also struggled 
for long periods of this season’s 
semi-final and made hard work of 
beating Reading with the help of a 
fortunate extra-time winner.” Tim 
Sherwood’s side were also big un¬ 
derdogs in their semi-final against 
Liverpool but won the game 2-1. 

Collymore continued: “Villa, by 
contrast, were scintillating in the 
other semi-final against Liverpool 
the following day. Being the un¬ 
derdogs didn’t do Tim Sherwood’s 
side any harm that afternoon and 
I’m sure it won’t worry them in 
the final either. 

“All the pressure will be on Ar¬ 
sene Wenger’s side while our lads 
can relax and play their natural 
games.” 

Collymore, who grew up in Can¬ 
nock as a Villa fan, acknowledges 
they face a stern task against the 
Gunners. 

“I will be as thrilled as any Villa 
supporter if my club can get their 
hands on the game’s most famous 
trophy,” he said. “There’s no rea¬ 
son why they shouldn’t.” 


George hold 
their spot in 
the division 

Warwick & Worcester 
Premier Division 1 
The George 231 Greville BC 182 

THE George stayed in second place 
in the league after a top quality per¬ 
formance to see off rivals Greville 
by 49 shots. 

The George eased into a 10-shot 
lead after the first four thanks 
mainly to Stewart Meddings 21-9 
win backed up by Paul Hemming 
(21-16) and Phil Clinton (21-19). 

The middle four put the match 
out of the reach of the Greville after 
Paul Greene’s massive 21-2 win fol¬ 
lowed by wins from Jamie Dunn (21- 
11) and Pete Davenport (21-13) gave 
The George a commanding 44 shot 
lead. Wins in the back four by Mark 
Street (21-14), Elliot McGuinness 
(21-15) and Steve Dicken (21-20) 
completed what turned out to be a 
comfortable victory for The George. 


Saido 'is growing in 


SAIDO Berahino’s Albion mentor has hailed the 
striker’s growing maturity as the Baggies prepare 
to open new contract talks with their leading scorer. 

Berahino is one of three players set to be offered 
new deals by the Baggies with veteran defender Ga¬ 
reth McAuley and midfielder Claudio Yacob also set 
to be rewarded by boss Tony Pulis. 

And Mark Harrison, the Albion academy manager 
who has coached Berahino since the age of 11, says 
the 21-year-old has grown up since Pulis’s arrival 
in January. 

“Saido has certainly developed an understanding 
with Tony, although the majority of the credit has 
to go to Saido himself,” said Harrison, who worked 


with Berahino as an academy coach before succeed¬ 
ing Dan Ashworth as head of the club’s youth setup. 

“In the last few months there have been times 
when I’ve spoken to him about things that are con¬ 
fidential, and I have said to him ‘You really have 
grown up’. 

“I think what people overlook with Saido is how 
desperate he is to become better as a player. 

“He has all the trappings you could want now, but 
his motivation isn’t financial, it’s to become as good 
a player as he possibly can be.” 

Berahino’s current Albion contract has two years 
left to run but, with his transfer value rising on the 
back of his 20-goal season, the Baggies had always 


maturity' 

planned to try to extend it this summer. Meanwhile, 
35-year-old McAuley looks set to be offered a one- 
year extension when his deal expires this summer 
after impressing Pulis with his performances since 
Christmas. 

And Hawthorns officials will also speak to Yacob 
about a new contract, although they already have an 
option to extend his deal by a year when it expires at 
the end of the season. 

Pulis must also decided whether to activate a one- 
year option on Youssouf Mulumbu. 

• Chelsea midfielder Cesc Fabregas has had his 
three-match ban for hitting Albion’s Chris Brunt 
with a ball on Monday reduced to one-game. 


Villa have to play 
better in cup final 


Villa 0 Burnleyl 

LET’S hope the show is far better 
than the dress rehearsal. 

This really wasn’t the best way to sign off 
before the FA Cup final. 

On a day when Wembley opponents Arse¬ 
nal thrashed Albion 4-1, Tim Sherwood’s side 
couldn’t conjure a similarly fitting Premier 
League curtain call as they went down to rele¬ 
gated Burnley at a packed Villa Park. 

In truth they had enough chances to put the 
Clarets to the sword, but were denied by several 
saves from keeper Tom Heaton. 

And there was a feeling from the low-key per¬ 
formance that they were saving themselves for 
the big one in five days’ time. 

The subdued body language on the pitch trans¬ 
mitted to the stands, and there was a feeling that 
the Holte was twiddling its collective thumbs 
while being forced to watch a tired warm-up per¬ 
former before the headline act begins. 

Drubbing 

After a stirring revival to preserve their Pre¬ 
mier League safety, that’s two defeats in a row 
to end their top-flight campaign following the 6-1 
drubbing against Southampton. 

Burnley were never going to find the same 
holes as the Saints and maybe there was a tight¬ 
ening up from Sherwood’s troops. 

But either way, Villa need to be much better 
against the Gunners if they are to lift the Cup for 
the first time since 1957. 

This setback meant they ended their Premier 
League season on a sour note. 

Danny Ings’s sixth-minute header was all that 
separated the sides on a day when Villa were be- 
low-par but would surely have taken something 
from the game but for a string of saves by He¬ 
aton. 

Ron Vlaar blazed wide and Heaton denied 
Christian Benteke and Ashley Westwood in the 
first half as well as Gabriel Agbonlahor, Fabian 
Delph and Charles N’Zogbia after the break. To¬ 
gether with the underwhelming performance, 
there was an unfamiliar look to the teamsheet. 

Burnley, who started with two former Wolves 
players in Jason Shackell at left-back and David 
Jones in central midfield, stunned the Holte by 
taking the lead in the first real attack of the 
game. 


Mulumbu wants to battle Albion 



Mulumbu holds off Jonas Gutierrez during his final outing for Albion - at Newcastle this month 


RELEASED Albion midfielder 
Youssouf Mulumbu wants to 
make a quick return to The Haw¬ 
thorns next season - with the op¬ 
position. 

The 28-year-old, who has spent 
six seasons with the Baggies, is 
hopeful of joining another Pre¬ 
mier League side for the 2015/16 
campaign. 

Mulumbu became a firm fans’ 
favourite during his time in the 


Midlands, making 211 appear¬ 
ances and scoring 15 goals. 

He said: “Now I have a new 
challenge. I don’t know where I’m 
going but I hope to stay in the UK. 
I wish West Bromwich Albion all 
the best. I hope to play against 
them next season, in my house, 
against my fans.” 

Mulumbu, who began his career 
at Paris St Germain, was released 
on Sunday as part of a summer 


shake-up by manager Tony Pulis. 

But the player insists he will al¬ 
ways have a soft spot for the club. 

He said: “This club is more spe¬ 
cial to me than Paris. PSG was 
the academy for me, where I be¬ 
came a professional. 

“But this club gave me 
everything, they gave me the op¬ 
portunity to play at the highest 
level. People know me now be¬ 
cause I played for West Brom.” 


Legend is 
backing 
Guzan to 
be FA hero 

VILLA legend Nigel Spink has 
tipped Brad Guzan to stop Arsenal 
and become their FA Cup hero at 
Wembley. 

Guzan is primed for a recall if re¬ 
cent first choice Shay Given fails to 
shake off a groin injury that made 
him unavailable for Sunday’s 1-0 
defeat to Burnley. Untried Jed 
Steer came in for the Premier 
League debut against the Clarets 
with Guzan on the bench. 

Guzan, 30, has played all but 
the last three league games of the 
season for Villa, while 39-year-old 
Given has been preferred through¬ 
out the FA Cup run and the final 
three league outings. 

But Spink, who famously re¬ 
placed Jimmy Rimmer 10 minutes 
into the 1982 European Cup final 
against Bayern Munich and helped 
lead Villa to their finest hour, is 
convinced Guzan is ready to return 
to the side. 

“He’s had a nice break now and 
it’s been a chance to get his head 
straight and get focused and he 
will be ready for it, I’m sure,” said 
the 56-year-old, who made 460 ap¬ 
pearances for Villa from 1977 until 
1996. “You’ve always got these 
possibilities because anything 
can happen, but I’m sure if Brad 
Guzan comes in, he will do well. 

“He’s been the number one goal¬ 
keeper for a couple of years now 
and he will be absolutely fine.” 

Spink, who was at Villa Park on 
Sunday, was also impressed with 
22-year-old Steer, who is cup-tied 
for the final after playing for Yeovil 
in earlier rounds. 

“I thought Jed did really well 
considering his lack of first-team 
football,” said Spink. He must 
have been a bit nervous coming 
into the team.” 
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Big signing is 
way forward, 
says skipper 

CAPTAIN Darren Fletcher believes 
a big signing this summer can help 
lift Albion to the next level. 

The skipper has given his back¬ 
ing to boss Tony Pulis’ summer 
shake-up, which began in earnest 
after Sunday’s final game of the 
season with the release of Youssouf 
Mulumbu, Chris Baird and Jason 
Davidson. 

With more comings-and-goings 
certain, Fletcher is confident the 
Baggies’ head coach can find the 
quality needed to improve the team 
- claiming a big signing can lift the 
whole club. 

“I experienced it at Manchester 
United and a big signing lifts every¬ 
one,” said the 31-year-old. “You 
have someone new to impress and 
all those little factors benefit a club. 

“You don’t want to stand still.” 




If you want the definitive read on the weekend football action there is only one place to go 
- the Score supplement in the Express & Star. 

Packed with match reports, infographics and player reaction, Score offers the best football 
coverage around. With expert analysis from star pundits like Kevin Phillips, as well as 
graphics of the key moments, tables and stats, make sure you get your copy. 

A real football read for real football fans. 


TO ADVERTISE IN SCORE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 28, 2015 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Joint bosses 
now in place 
for Tividale 

PHIL MALE and Ross Thorpe have 
been announced as the new joint-man¬ 
agers of Evo-Stik First Division South 
side Tividale. 

The duo replace Ian Long, who left 
to join Alvechurch after last week’s JW 
Hunt Cup victory over Stone Old Al- 
leynians at Molineux. 

Male, aged 36, retired as a player at 
the end of the 2014/15 campaign at 
Sutton Coldfield Town and made sev¬ 
eral appearances for Tividale under 
Dean Whitehouse in the West Midlands 
League. 

Thorpe, 33, saw his playing days ended 
at the age of 17 due to injury and has 
managed Alvechurch and Coleshill Town 
having become a qualified coach at the 
tender age of 21. He has also been assis¬ 
tant manager at Sutton Coldfield Town. 

Tividale football general manager 
Leon Murray said “I’m pleased we’ve 
reached the conclusion of our mana¬ 
gerial search because we need to start 
preparing for the 2015/16 season and 
pre-season isn’t too far away now.” 

“Phil and Ross have experience of the 
Evo-Stik Division One South and that 
was a key ingredient during this process. 

“We’ve a lot of hard work to get 
through in the next few weeks, particu¬ 
larly on the playing side to ensure we 
have a competitive side for the start of 
the season.” 

Dale’s head of communications Steven 
Beech added: “I’m delighted to welcome 
both Phil and Ross to the club. We in¬ 
itially held discussions with them on 
Wednesday and we were very impressed 
with what they had to say. 

“Phil requires no introduction having 
played here, and he’s a local lad, too. 
He’s extremely popular in these parts.” 

Youngsters grab 
victory through 
penalty shootout 

A DRAMATIC penalty shootout vic¬ 
tory saw Wolves Under-19s end the sea¬ 
son in style by lifting the Bitzer Cup. 

The Wolves youngsters defeated Mex¬ 
ican outfit Chivas Guadalajara 5-4 on 
spot-kicks in Germany, keeper Harry 
Burgoyne finishing the hero after mak¬ 
ing the crucial save. 

Jordan Graham, who was named 
player of the tournament, had earlier 
been on target as the game finished 1-1. 

Wolves had reached the final without 
conceding, beating Red Star Belgrade 
2-0 in the semi-finals thanks to a brace 
from Connor Ronan, Graham assisting 
in both. 

They overcame VfB Stuttgart and FC 
Zurich to top their group. 

A 0-0 draw against Ajax Cape Town in 
the final group game saw Wolves make 
the semis as group winners. 

Wolves kept three clean sheets in their 
group. Burgoyne was in goal for the first 
two games and Rhys Mason Bills against 
Ajax. 

Wolves Under-15s were champions 
in Germany after beating Essen in the 
final. Midfielder Brad Carr was named 
player of the tournament. 


Benteke could be Gunners nightmare 


ASHLEY Westwood says Arsenal’s defenders will 
be having sleepless nights over Christian Benteke 
and Villa’s fast-breaking midfielders in Satur¬ 
day’s FA Cup final. 

Benteke scored 12 goals in the final 12 games 
of the season and midfielder Westwood agrees the 
24-year-old Belgium striker has rediscovered the 
form which made him one of the country’s most 
feared strikers. 

And he predicts an uncomfortable time for the 
Gunners defence at Wembley - especially with the 
likes of Fabian Delph, Tom Cleverley and Jack 
Grealish bursting forward from midfield. 


Arsenal 4 Albion 1 

THE volume at the Emirates 
Stadium told Albion’s players 
that they were forgiven. 

Tony Pulis’ side were punished se¬ 
verely for failing to turn up for the final 
game of the season. 

Theo Walcott grabbed a hat-trick before the 
break as Arsene Wenger’s men turned on the 
style a week before facing Villa in the FA Cup 
final. 

And Jack Wilshere capped a classy display with 
a brilliant goal to give the hosts a 4-0 half-time 
lead that could have been doubled had they con¬ 
verted all of their chances. 

The Gunners eased off after the break, al¬ 
though Gareth McAuley’s headed consolation 
never looked likely to trigger a Baggies comeback 
on a day when his side were heavily beaten. 

It was not a day for recriminations, though, 
with 2,500 travelling supporters applauding their 
side from the field just six days after a very differ¬ 
ent display had earned a 3-0 win over champions 
Chelsea. 

Memory 

It was a day to wipe from the memory quickly 
but one which, in the greater scheme of things, 
did not matter one iota. 

Arsenal pinned Albion inside their own half in 
the opening exchanges and they made a dream 
start when they went ahead on four minutes. 

Joleon Lescott was dragged out of position and 
Walcott drifted into the Baggies’ left-back area, 
received a pass and hammered a fantastic shot 
over Boaz Myhill and into the far, top corner. 

It might have been 2-0 straight away, first 
when Alexis Sanchez bent a free-kick just over 
and then when the Chilean skipped gracefully 
into the Albion box before his shot deflected 
through to Myhill. 

Saido Berahino blasted over the bar after col¬ 
lecting a Darren Fletcher pass at the end of a rare 
Baggies break. 

But the second Gunners goal arrived on 14 
minutes with Wilshere and Walcott at the heart 
of it again. 

Wilshere skipped into the Baggies box and, 
as defenders threw themselves in to stop him, 
the ball found its way to Walcott and he slotted 


Football 


“I’m sure he does (have a fear factor),” said 
Westwood. “I think he’s back to full fitness now 
- he was struggling with his Achilles early on and 
people didn’t see that, they just expected him to 
walk back in and fire in the goals. 

“But he’s back to his best now, bullying defend¬ 
ers and I’m sure they’ll have sleepless nights. 

“Christian is a real handful for anyone.” 

Villa head into the game big underdogs with 
the bookmakers unanimously making Arsenal 
odds-on favourites to retain the trophy they won 


in his second of the game. It was 3-0 just three 
minutes later as Wilshere produced a moment of 
brilliance. 

The Baggies thought they were safe when they 
cleared a right-wing corner to the edge of the box, 
but Wilshere let fly with a fabulous first-time shot 
with his left-foot that arrowed past a stunned My¬ 
hill and nestled in the top corner. 

The goals abated for a while but the waves of 
Arsenal pressure did not.A smart, diving save by 
Myhill denied Walcott his hat-trick temporarily 
after a good Arsenal move. 

And Wilshere then fired too close to Myhill 
after playing a clever one-two with Sanchez. 


after defeating Hull last year’s final. But it was 
a similar story before the semi-final against Liv¬ 
erpool and Westwood is confident the claret and 
blues can again pull off the shock. 

“We believe (we can do it all over again),” he 
said. “We’ve got a real good team in there, the 
last two results have been poor but we’ll bounce 
back I’m sure. 

“The pace we’ve got in our team is frightening, 
the likes of Fab (Fabian Delph) breaking from 
midfield and Clevs (Tom Cleverley) is adding 
goals to his game now - I’m sure Arsenal will be 
wary of that.” 


The chances kept coming with Per Mertesacker 
getting a foot to a Mesut Ozil free-kick and prod¬ 
ding a shot too close to Myhill under pressure 
from McAuley. 

A superb block from Craig Dawson then de¬ 
nied Sanchez after more intelligent link-up play 
involving Walcott and Wilshere. 

But the Gunners would not be suppressed and 
they added their fourth as Walcott wrapped up 
his hat-trick in the 37th minute. 

It was another superb, one-touch passing move 
from the hosts with Wilshere and Sanchez heavily 
involved. The Baggies pulled a goal back on 57 
minutes. throughMcAuley. 


Training call 
surprise for, 
Albion’s Tyler 

ALBION wonderkid Tyler Roberts has 
revealed his surprise and delight after 
winning a call-up to train with the Wales 
senior squad next month. 

The 16-year-old forward is one of four 
players joining Chris Coleman’s initial 
28-man party for the Euro 2016 Group 
B qualifier against Belgium on Friday, 
June 12 at Cardiff City Stadium from 
June 1. 

The training call completes a double 
milestone for the hot prospect, who was 
included in Albion’s senior squad for the 
first time in Sunday’s 4-1 defeat at Ar¬ 
senal. 

Gloucester-born Roberts, who qual¬ 
ifies through his Welsh grandparents 
and joins fellow ‘extras’ Harry Wilson, 
Declan John and Gethin Jones in the 
training camp, was thrilled to be rub¬ 
bing shoulders with Gareth Bale and Co. 

“It was unexpected to be called up for 
the training camp so soon. It came as a 
surprise,” said Roberts. 

“It’s a great honour, I was with my 
grandad when the news was announced 
and he’s very proud as he is who I get my 
Welsh heritage from. He’s really happy 
and excited for me, it’s good to make him 
proud. 

“The whole family is proud and that’s 
good for me because ultimately that’s 
what I want to be doing. 

“It will be a great experience being 
around the full squad and around those 
kind of players, hopefully I’ll learn a lot 
from them.” 

Roberts was an unused substitute at 
the Emirates Stadium alongside fellow 
Baggies teenager and academy prospect 
Alex Palmer. 

The youngster relished the experi¬ 
ence of being in and around established 
first-teamers. 

Team will crank 
it up f says Spink 

NIGEL SPINK has tipped Villa to turn 
it on in the FA Cup final after claiming 
they probably took things easy against 
Burnley. 

Villa go into Saturday’s showdown 
against Arsenal as huge underdogs. 

Preparations for Tim Sherwood’s side 
haven’t gone as smoothly as they would 
have wanted. 

But legend Spink, who made 460 ap¬ 
pearances in goal for Villa, is convinced 
they will show a massive improvement 
in the final. 

“I wouldn’t be surprised if they had 
got one eye on the final because they 
didn’t want to get injured so maybe 
they weren’t going to over-extend them¬ 
selves,” said Spink. 
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SIDE PUNISHED 
BUT FORGIVEN 



James Morrison is brought down by Kieran Gibbs during the clash against Arsenal 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2014 was 78.5% 
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When You Need Extra 
Support and Careat 
Homers 



- /home care ltd 

/ www.tiptonhomecare.co.uk 


Tipton Home Care provides personal care and support 
to the people of Tipton and the surrounding areas. 
Tipton Home Care are always interested in talking to 
anyone who would like to join our company as care 
workers to meet our ever increasing client list. 


PERSONAL CARE 
IN YOUR 
OWN HOME 

From 7am - 10.00pm 
• Breakfast > Lunch > Dinner 

• Wash and Dress 

• Evening Time > 
Bedtime Visit 


Areas covered: 

Upton, 
Wednesbury, 
West Bromwich, 
North Dudley, 
Yew Tree Walsall, 
Tividale & 
Great Barr 


/HOME CARE LTD 

Telephone: 0121 557 3649 (9am-5pm) 
Mobile: 07889 018517 
Fax: 0121 557 6080 




















